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Introduction

We were told we were living in a Big Society. What we got was a broken one.
In 2010 David Cameron promised that volunteers, charities, and “local people” would

step in where the state stepped back. Fifteen years later the evidence is undeniable:
Britain has become more unequal, more polarised, more violent, and more politically
unstable than at any point since the Second World War. The social fabric that once held
communities together has been deliberately unpicked, thread by thread, by a succession

of governments that mistook ideology for competence and market dogma for common

sense.

The story of how we arrived here is not a single catastrophe but a chain of them, each
compounding the damage of the last.

The 2008 financial crisis was not a natural disaster; it was a man-made
catastrophe of greed and deregulation. Instead of holding the bankers to
account, the Conservative-Lib Dem coalition punished the poor with austerity:
libraries closed, Sure Start centres shuttered, end of free education, youth
services gutted, increased homelessness, police numbers slashed. The result?
A lost decade of living standards, a surge in child poverty, and the return of
Victorian diseases like rickets and scurvy.

Brexit, sold as “taking back control,” delivered the exact opposite. Billions
wiped from the economy, labour shortages in hospitals and care homes,
fishermen betrayed, borders more bureaucratic than ever, and Scotland and
Northern Ireland pushed closer to separation. The referendum did not heal
division; it institutionalised it.

Then came Covid-19. While citizens were ordered to stay home and reduce
burden on the National Health Services (NHS), the Prime Minister and his
aides partied in Downing Street. Contracts worth billions were handed to
friends and donors through a VIP fast-lane of corruption. More than 230,000
Britons died. Trust in institutions, already fragile, shattered.

Political instability became the new normal. Five prime ministers in eight
years. Cabinets that lasted weeks. A Conservative Party that tore itself apart
over Europe, then over lockdown rules, then over wet lettuce. A Labour Party
that promised integrity yet stumbled into “freebie gate” within months of
taking power. Parliament, once a global beacon, reduced to a circus of sleaze,
lies, and prorogations.

Abroad, Britain’s moral authority has collapsed. We helped reduce Libya to
chaos in 2011, walked away from Afghanistan in 2021, and watched helplessly
as the Russian interference in Ukraine in 2022 drove energy bills through the
roof and food inflation to 45-year highs across Europe. At the same time, the
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horror unfolding in Gaza since October 2023 (what the International Court of
Justice has described as a plausible genocide) has exposed the hollowness of
Britain’s claim to be a champion of international law. Arms sales continue,
protests are policed with increasing brutality, and politicians mouth platitudes
while Palestinian children are buried under British-made rubble.
These are not disconnected events. They are symptoms of the same disease: a governing
class that has lost control internally because it has spent decades waging optional wars,
outsourcing sovereignty to corporations and foreign powers, and treating citizens as
obstacles rather than stakeholders. The result is a country where food banks outnumber
McDonald’s, where nurses earn less in real terms than in 2010, where young people
cannot afford rent let alone a mortgage, and where knife crime among teenagers is so
routine that schools now teach “run, hide, tell” alongside the alphabet.
This book is not written from the comfort of the comment pages or the green benches
of Westminster. It is written from the estates, the A&E waiting rooms, the zero-hour
contracts, homelessness, victim of cost-of-living crisis, the overcrowded classrooms,
and the food-bank queues. It is written for the millions who have been told for fifteen
years that there is “no magic money tree,” only to watch billions appear overnight for
bankers, Brexit bribes, PPE cronies, and foreign conflicts.
We will examine the evidence: the official reports, the economic data, the mortality
figures, the crime statistics, the waiting lists, the child poverty numbers. No spin. No
nostalgia. Just the facts, laid bare.
Because only when we admit how completely the Big Society experiment has failed
(how thoroughly the country has been broken) can we begin the urgent work of repair.
The Britain of 2025 is not a first-world country pretending to be one. It is a rich country
that has chosen, again, to organise itself like a poor one.
This book asks a simple question: How much longer are we willing to tolerate the
deception?

11
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Foreword

When David Cameron stood in a Manchester estate in 2010 and declared Britain a
“broken society,” he spoke a half-truth that has haunted us ever since. He was right that
something felt fractured: families under strain, communities drifting apart, young lives
slipping through the cracks. But he was wrong, dangerously wrong, about the cause
and the cure. The fracture was not only moral decay springing unbidden from the
choices of the poor; it was the predictable consequence of deliberate political choices,
of market worship, of a state that withdrew from its duties while lecturing the
vulnerable on responsibility.

Fifteen years later, we survey the wreckage. Record child poverty, food-bank queues
outside every major town, an NHS on its knees, a generation priced out of homes and
hope, knife crime at levels not seen since the Victorian era, and a political class that
still parties while the country locks down due to Covid-19. The Big Society Cameron
promised, where volunteers and charities would magically replace the state, never
materialised. Instead, we got a Broken Society: more unequal, more atomised, angrier,
and more cynical about power than at any time in living memory.

This book does not flinch from that reality. It refuses the comforting fiction that Britain
remains a “first world” country in anything but geography and nostalgia. It asks hard
questions: How did a nation that once prided itself on decency and fair play become a
place where billionaire wealth soared during a pandemic while nurses relied on charity?
How did we allow leadership to become a revolving door of vanity, scandal, and
incompetence? And why, when the rest of the world looks to us for moral clarity, do we
so often offer hypocrisy dressed up as principle?

The pages that follow are unflinching, but they are not despairing. They are written in
the belief that truth, however uncomfortable, is the first step towards mend. If we are
to rebuild, we must first admit what has been broken, by whom, and for whose benefit.
Only then can we begin the long, difficult work of putting Britain back together, not as
a museum piece of imperial glory, but as a society that works for the many who live in
it today and the generations who will inherit tomorrow.

This is not a book for those who prefer slogans to evidence, or nostalgia to honesty. It
is for anyone who still believes that a country can be judged, not by the splendour of
its palaces or the size of its offshore bank accounts, but by the life chances of its
children, the dignity of its elderly, and the simple decency with which it treats the least
fortunate among us.

Read it. Argue with it. Share it. Because the alternative, silence and drift, is no longer
an option.

12
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Audience

This book is intended for a diverse audience. It speaks to politically aware citizens,
students and researchers of politics, sociology, and modern British history, as well as
young adults who feel increasingly detached from mainstream politics. It also addresses
activists, educators, journalists, and everyday readers seeking clarity amidst media
noise political spin. Whether you sit on the left, right, or centre of the ideological
spectrum, this book is for anyone willing to question the current state of British society
and examine the uncomfortable truths that many prefer to ignore. If you have ever
wondered how a nation with such historical pride and global influence came to
experience such division, dysfunction, and disenchantment, this book will resonate
with you.

How it will help the Reader?

Readers will find value in the book’s critical approach and accessible language. It cuts
through jargon and political theatre to expose the real issues affecting people across the
country from rising living costs and broken public services to polarisation, cronyism,
and cultural fragmentation. By connecting historical patterns with current events, the
book equips readers with a broader understanding of how today’s problems came to be.
It doesn’t offer utopian solutions but instead encourages informed reflection, civic
awareness, and a deeper understanding of Britain’s internal contradictions. The goal is
not just to educate, but to provoke thought, discussion, and ideally action.

How Is the Book Structured?

The book is structured across 25 chapters, each designed to explore a specific theme
while contributing to a broader narrative. It opens by deconstructing David Cameron’s
claim that we live in a “broken society,” exploring the political and public reactions
that followed. It then traces the historical evolution of the UK, from the Industrial
Revolution through to the Commonwealth and modern political promises. Subsequent
chapters explore leadership failures, corruption, foreign policy hypocrisy, and the
deepening social and economic divides in British life. Topics such as austerity, crime,
community breakdown, and intergenerational challenges are unpacked with real-world
examples and critical analysis. The book ends with a reflection on the state of the nation
and a provocative question: Is Britain still worthy of its first-world label, or has it
become a shell of its former self?

13
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Part I: The Core Thesis
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CHAPTER 1

The “Big Society”: Visionary Reform or Election Gimmick?

The "Big Society” agenda, introduced by
David Cameron following the 2010
General  Election, represented a
fundamental shift in British social policy,
aiming to redefine the relationship
between the individual, the community,
and the state. At its core, the policy sought
to move power away from a centralised
"big  government"  toward local
neighbourhoods and citizens (Cameron,
2010). This decentralization was built
upon three primary pillars: social action,
community empowerment, and public
service reform. By  encouraging

From promise to punchline in one

volunteering and philanthropy, the government intended to foster a culture of social
responsibility where citizens solved problems collectively rather than relying solely on
state intervention (Cabinet Office, 2010). Mechanisms such as the National Citizen
Service (NCS) were established to institutionalize these values in younger generations,
while the Localism Act of 2011 provided the legal framework for communities to take
control of local planning and assets like libraries or parks (Lowndes and Pratchett,
2012).

However, the delivery of the Big Society was inextricably linked to the Coalition
government’s program of fiscal austerity. Critics argue that the agenda was less a
transformative social vision and more a "veneer for cuts," designed to justify the
withdrawal of state funding by suggesting that volunteers could fill the resulting
vacuum in public services (Levitas, 2012). While the establishment of Big Society
Capital a social investment bank funded by dormant accounts provided some financial
infrastructure for social enterprises, many grassroots organizations struggled to survive
as local authority grants were drastically reduced. This led to a "conceptual confusion"”
where the government promoted community empowerment while simultaneously
removing the resources necessary for those communities to function effectively
(Ishkanian and Szreter, 2012). Consequently, the initial momentum for the Big Society
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began to wane as the public perceived it as a justification for privatization and the
shrinking of the welfare state.

The failure to realize this "bigger, stronger society” contributed to a narrative shift
toward the concept of a "Broken Society." Originally, Cameron used the term "Broken
Britain" to describe social malaise, family breakdown, and welfare dependency, arguing
that only the Big Society could mend these fractures (Cameron, 2011). Yet, in a broader
international context, the term "broken society" has taken on a more visceral meaning.
In Cameroon, for instance, the identification of a broken society emerged prominently
during the 2016 Anglophone Crisis. What began as peaceful protests by lawyers and
teachers against the imposition of French legal and educational systems escalated into
a profound state of social collapse (Amnesty International, 2017). This highlight a
parallel in political rhetoric: while Cameron’s "Broken Britain" was a critique of social
policy, the Cameroonian "broken society” reflects a fundamental failure of the unitary
state and the marginalization of minorities, leading to armed conflict and the declaration
of "Ambazonia" (International Crisis Group, 2017).

Ultimately, the Big Society agenda remains a contentious chapter in UK political
history. While it successfully introduced concepts like social investment and
transparency into the mainstream, its legacy is overshadowed by the social
consequences of austerity. Instead of delivering a more empowered populace, the
period saw a widening of social inequalities, leading many to conclude that the "Big
Society" remained an election gimmick that left the country’s social fabric more
strained than before (Evans, 2015). The transition from a hopeful vision of community
action to the reality of a "Broken Society" whether in the UK's domestic policy or the
systemic failures seen in Cameroon underscores the danger of attempting to shift state
responsibilities onto citizens without providing the structural support and genuine
inclusion required for success.

16
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CHAPTER 2

Are we Living in a Broken Society??

David Cameron became Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom in 2010, after his
Conservative Party won the largest number
of seats in the general election, forming a
coalition government with the Liberal
Democrats. His early years in office were
marked by austerity measures aimed at
reducing the national deficit and economic
recovery following the 2008 financial crisis.
However, these austerity policies were
controversial, and although Cameron was
able to secure a majority government in
20135, challenges were mounting both within
his party and across the nation.

Fomer British Prime Minsiter Davaid
Cameron.

David Cameron’s speech, “We Live in a Broken Society”, delivered in 2008, formed a
critical part of his campaign as the leader of the Conservative Party. His argument
centred on the idea that Britain was experiencing social decay due to factors such as
family breakdown, crime, and economic inequality. This analysis explores Cameron’s
rhetorical strategies, ideological stance, and the broader socio-political implications of
his speech. David Cameron’s speech, Fixing Our Broken Society, delivers a strong
critique of social issues in the UK and outlines a Conservative vision for addressing
them. His core argument is that British society is in decline due to issues such as crime,
welfare dependency, poor education, and family breakdown, which he presents as
interconnected problems requiring both immediate action and long-term cultural
change (Cameron, 2008). A key focus of his speech is law and order, particularly knife
crime, for which he advocates a "presumption to prison" approach, emphasizing
tougher sentencing as a deterrent. However, he acknowledges that criminal justice
alone cannot fix the underlying issues. Cameron also strongly promotes social
responsibility and family values, arguing that a "de-moralised society” has led to the
erosion of personal responsibility, and suggests that policies should support traditional
family structures, including incentives for marriage.
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Unpacking Cameron's Vision for Society

Qg Social Change
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Cameron’s argument for a “broken society” aligned with Conservative ideology,
advocating for a reduction in state intervention and a stronger role for civil society in
addressing social problems (Dorey, 2011). His emphasis on marriage, family values,
and community engagement reflected a traditionalist perspective, contrasting with New
Labour’s focus on government-led social reform (Hayton, 2012). However, critics
argue that Cameron’s portrayal of a “broken society” was overly simplistic and
politically motivated.

Cameron's Tenure: Key Foreign Policy and Brexit Events
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The Decision to Call for a Brexit Referendum

In 2013, Cameron announced that, if re-
elected, he would hold a referendum on the W™=
UK’s membership in the European Union B_Z
by 2017. This promise was largely a
response to the growing influence of the

UK Independence Party (UKIP), which

had made significant inroads in British
politics, gaining support by advocating for

the UK’s exit from the EU. Cameron’s
decision was also influenced by the rise of
Euroscepticism within his own party, as well as his desire to appease the more
conservative elements of the electorate (Ruth, 2015).

Cameron’s referendum decision was a double-edged sword. On the one hand, it aimed
to address the calls for a popular vote on the EU. On the other hand, it invited a high-
stakes gamble, as many in the political establishment, including Cameron, believed that
the public would ultimately vote to remain in the EU. Cameron's decision was
underpinned by his belief in the economic and political benefits of EU membership, as
well as his confidence in winning the referendum campaign (Gove, 2016).

Boris Johnson Misleading the Parliament

The "Partygate” scandal represents one of
the most significant political controversies
in recent British history, revealing deep-
rooted issues concerning integrity,

iy

governance, and political accountability. It
revolved around revelations that the then
Prime Minister Boris Johnson and other
senior officials attended social gatherings
at Downing Street during strict COVID-19
lockdowns rules set by Johnson's own

Former British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson.

administration. At a time when the British

public was facing severe restrictions on social interactions, including being unable to
visit dying relatives or attend funerals, these events sparked profound anger and
disillusionment (Institute for Government, 2022).

Initially, Boris Johnson assured Parliament that "no rules were broken" and repeatedly
denied any wrongdoing or involvement in social gatherings. However, this claim was
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contradicted by the findings of an official investigation led by senior civil servant Sue
Gray, and a concurrent criminal investigation by the Metropolitan Police, resulting in
Johnson becoming the first serving British Prime Minister to receive a fixed penalty
notice for breaking the law (Gray, 2022; Metropolitan Police, 2022). The Sue Gray
report uncovered systemic breaches, revealing that at least 16 gatherings took place,
with 83 individuals including Johnson being fined for violating COVID-19 regulations
(Gray, 2022).

These events prompted a detailed inquiry by the House of Commons Privileges
Committee, which explicitly examined whether Johnson deliberately misled Parliament
a critical breach of parliamentary conduct and ministerial responsibility. In June 2023,
the Committee concluded that Johnson had knowingly misled Parliament on multiple
occasions, stating that his claims were "reckless and misleading,”" recommending a 90-
day suspension from the Commons an exceptionally severe sanction in parliamentary
history (House of Commons Privileges Committee, 2023). According to the Institute
for Government, the severity of this recommendation underscored the gravity of
Johnson’s misleading statements, placing this incident among the most serious
breaches of parliamentary standards in recent times (Institute for Government, 2023).

Before the report could formally be debated in Parliament, Johnson resigned his
parliamentary seat, accusing the inquiry of bias and labelling it a "kangaroo court.”
Despite his resignation, the report was published and detailed extensive evidence of
Johnson’s deliberate misrepresentation to MPs, categorically framing it as an act of
serious contempt of Parliament (House of Commons Privileges Committee, 2023). The
scandal did significant damage to Johnson's personal reputation, the credibility of his
government, and public trust in political leadership, as evidenced by polling data from
prominent think tanks such as YouGov and Ipsos, showing an unprecedented decline in
public trust in political institutions following the revelations (YouGov, 2023; Ipsos,
2023).

Unraveling the Partygate Scandal

Studes an trust and
pelitical asrmy implications.

Decline ir: puializ st 4
towarde U poiirical 8 . | Jdnknsnrs rerignat an and
nestaans political party caallanges
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Broken Promises: The Fallout of Brexit on Britain’s Economy

Brexit, a portmanteau of “British
exit,” refers to the United
Kingdom’s withdrawal from the
European Union, which formally
took place on January 31, 2020.
This event followed a referendum
held on June 23, 2016, in which
51.9% of voters opted to leave the
EU  (Electoral  Commission,
2016). Historically, the UK joined
the European Economic Community, later the EU, in 1973. Over the decades, concerns
surrounding sovereignty, immigration, and EU regulatory control fuelled public
discontent, eventually culminating in the decision to leave. Although proponents of
Brexit cited gains in sovereignty and control over borders, the economic consequences
have proven largely detrimental, a reality borne out by current figures and analysis from
major economic think tanks. One of the most significant measurable impacts of Brexit
has been on the UK's economic output. According to the Centre for European Reform,
by the end of 2022, the UK economy was 5.5% smaller than it would have been had it
remained in the EU, representing an annual loss of approximately £33 billion
(Springford, 2023). This contraction is consistent with the forecasts made by the Office
for Budget Responsibility, which estimated that Brexit would lower the UK's long-term
productivity by about 4% (OBR, 2023). This decline in productivity stems from
reduced trade openness, a drop in business investment, and constraints on labour supply
due to migration restrictions.

Trade has also suffered a considerable setback in the post-Brexit landscape. UK goods
exports to the EU dropped by 14% in 2021 compared to pre-pandemic 2019 levels,
while imports from the EU plummeted by 25%, according to the UK Trade Policy
Observatory (2023). The introduction of customs checks, rules of origin requirements,
and regulatory divergence has increased both the complexity and cost of doing business
with Europe, making UK exporters less competitive. Sectors such as agriculture and
fisheries have been particularly impacted, facing delays, spoiled goods, and lost
markets. Foreign direct investment, once a strong point of the UK economy due to its
access to the European single market, has also been adversely affected. Research from
the London School of Economics found that UK FDI inflows fell by 19% in the three
years following the Brexit vote when compared to the three years before it (Breinlich
et al., 2022). The uncertainty over trade relations and regulatory frameworks has made
the UK less attractive as a gateway to the European market. This decline not only affects
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the capital base of the economy but also undermines innovation and employment in
high-value sectors.

The labour market has experienced considerable disruption, particularly in industries
historically reliant on EU migrant labour. Freedom of movement between the UK and
EU ended with Brexit, resulting in a sharp decrease in the number of EU nationals
working in the UK. The Migration Observatory at the University of Oxford reported a
41% decline in EU-born workers in sectors like hospitality, agriculture, and healthcare
from 2019 to 2022 (Migration Observatory, 2023). This shortage has led to rising wages
in some areas but also to inefficiencies and reduced service quality, further
compounding economic challenges.

Inflation has also been exacerbated by Brexit. The Bank of England has estimated that
the increase in trade frictions due to Brexit has contributed approximately 2.5
percentage points to the overall rate of inflation since 2019 (Bank of England, 2023).
These price pressures are most visible in the food sector, where higher import costs and
customs delays have significantly driven up consumer prices. Households across the
UK have felt the brunt of this inflationary environment, with real wages struggling to
keep pace.

On the geopolitical stage, although the UK remains a significant military power—with
a defence budget of $74.9 billion in 2023, making it the sixth largest globally it now
operates outside the collective security and foreign policy frameworks of the EU,
potentially weakening its influence in European affairs (Hassan, 2023). While
proponents of Brexit argued that leaving the EU would enhance the UK's global
standing, the data suggests that the country has instead become more isolated and
economically diminished.
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Table 1: Table comparing projected UK economy

before referendum)

avg. after)

Indicator Pre-Brexit Baseline (If | Post-Brexit Actual | Loss/Impact
UK Stayed in EU) (2023)
GDP Growth | +5.5% (projected | 0% (realized, | 5.5% GDP loss = £33 billion
Impact cumulative gain by 2023) stagnant growth) annually
Trade with EU | £300 billion (projected | £258 billion (2021 | £42 billion drop = -14%
(Goods 2021 level) actual) decline in exports
Exports)
EU Imports £372 billion (2019) £279 billion (2021) £93 billion drop = -25%
decline
FDI Inflows £160 billion (3-year avg. | £129 billion (3-year | -19% fall in investment

Labour Force | 2.35 million (2019) 1.38 million (2022) 41% drop in EU-bom
from EU workforce
Productivity Baseline growth without | 4% lower | Long-term drag on output
Forecast Brexit productivity expected | and innovation

long-term
Contribution 0% (without Brexit trade | +2.5 percentage | Significant food and goods
to Inflation barriers) points inflation
Business Steady pre-2016 growth 11% below trend in | Brexit-related uncertainty
Investment 2023 and trade frictions
Real Wage | Steady or modest increase | Below inflation | Stagnation or decline in real
Growth projected growth wages

David Cameron vs Boris Johnson

In 2016, Boris Johnson dramatically betrayed his old Etonian friend and fellow Tory,
Prime Minister David Cameron, by campaigning for Brexit despite previously
supporting Remain. Seen as a cynical career move to appeal to Eurosceptic voters and
position himself for leadership, Johnson's high-profile "Leave" stance helped secure the
referendum victory, forcing Cameron's immediate resignation the next day. Cameron
later accused Johnson of not believing in Brexit but backing it purely for personal
ambition, describing it as the ultimate act of political backstabbing that ended his
premiership and fractured their relationship forever.
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Fall of David Cameron over Brexit Referendum

The fall of David Cameron as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom can be traced to
a combination of political, social, and economic factors, culminating in the Brexit
referendum of 2016. The morning after the referendum results were announced,
Cameron addressed the nation and announced his resignation, acknowledging that the
result of the referendum meant that he no longer had the mandate to lead the country.

We send the EU £350 million
«-Le; s fund'ou& NHS mstead

<)

Let's ti

Boris Johnson (then a leading Brexit campaigner) and Gisela Stuart posing in front
of the red Vote Leave battle bus during the 2016 EU referendum campaign.

His resignation marked the end of a political era, as Cameron had been Prime Minister
for six years and had previously been seen as a stabilizing force in British politics (Ruth,
2015). His decision to step down was also driven by the realization that his authority
within the Conservative Party was severely damaged, and the only way to move
forward was to hand over the reins to a new leader who could negotiate the terms of
Britain’s departure from the EU (Gove, 2016).Cameron’s resignation triggered a
leadership contest within the Conservative Party, which was ultimately won by Theresa
May. May took over as Prime Minister in July 2016, inheriting the complex task of
managing the Brexit process, a challenge that would define her leadership for the next
several years (Kellner, 2016).
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Path to Cameron's Resignation

“oalition Government

Austerity Measures
Brexit Decision

o Brexit Campaign

lTl Referendum Outcome

Modern British politics, tracing a path from David Cameron’s 2008 ideological focus
on "mending a broken society” to the structural and economic fragmentation caused by
Brexit and the "Partygate” scandal. It effectively highlights a profound irony: while
Cameron sought to fix social decay through traditional values, his ultimate political
legacy was defined by a high-stakes referendum that many argue deepened national
divisions and led to significant economic contraction. The transition to the Boris
Johnson era further shifts the narrative from policy-driven debate to a crisis of
institutional trust, suggesting that the "brokenness" Cameron once diagnosed in the
public has since manifested within the highest levels of government.
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Part II: The Imperial Foundation
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CHAPTER 3

History of the UK

The Industrial Revolution, originating
in Britain during the late 18th century,
marks a critical juncture in global
economic and social history. It was a
period of profound technological
advancement and economic
restructuring that redefined the United
Kingdom’s national identity and
positioned it as a pioneer of industrial
capitalism. Sparked initially by
innovations in textile manufacturing,
coal mining, and iron production, this
revolution  rapidly  transformed
Britain’s agrarian economy into a mechanised, urbanised industrial powerhouse
(Ashton, 1948).

A steel mill in full operation during the height of
Britains industrial age (1900s—1910s).

Central to this transformation was the development and adoption of machinery such as
the spinning jenny, the water frame, and the steam engine, which dramatically increased
production capacities and labour efficiency. The spread of factory systems created
unprecedented demand for labour, driving mass internal migration from rural to urban
areas. According to Briggs (1963), towns like Manchester, Leeds, Birmingham, and
Glasgow witnessed explosive growth. Manchester’s population surged from 75,000 in
1801 to over 300,000 by mid-century stablishing a pattern of rapid, dense urbanisation
that would define Britain’s cityscapes well into the 20th century. Urbanisation was not
merely a demographic phenomenon; it was a social upheaval. The concentration of
industries and populations in urban centres created intense demand for housing, water,
sanitation, and transport infrastructure.

However, this growth was largely unregulated, leading to squalid living conditions for
the working classes. Engels (1845) in The Condition of the Working Class in England
vividly described the appalling overcrowding, pollution, and health hazards faced by
industrial workers in Manchester and other factory towns. Public health crises,
including outbreaks of cholera and typhoid, prompted early forms of urban governance
and public infrastructure reform. Transport infrastructure, another hallmark of the
Industrial Revolution, reinforced the urbanisation process. The expansion of railway
networks in the 1830s and 1840s enabled the faster movement of goods and people,
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linking industrial towns with ports and markets across the UK. As noted by Crafts and
Harley (1992), these infrastructural developments significantly contributed to regional
economic integration and helped establish Britain as the “workshop of the world.” The
construction of canals and later railways catalysed the formation of urban corridors,
particularly in the Midlands and the North, where industrial output was concentrated.

Rise of the British Empire

British colonisation began in the late 16th century with the expansion of European
exploration and trade. The British East India Company (1600) was founded to facilitate
trade with the East Indies, but its operations soon expanded to include vast regions of
Asia, including India, where British control solidified over time, beginning with the
Battle of Plassey in 1757. Britain’s control of India would be considered the crown
jewel of the empire, due to its vast resources and economic potential.

The Colonisation of the Americas was another significant chapter in Britain’s imperial
story. The first permanent British settlement in the New World, Jamestown, Virginia
(1607), marked the beginning of Britain’s extensive control over North America. The
colonies rapidly grew, first through the tobacco trade and later with cotton and sugar.
By the 18th century, Britain dominated global trade, especially in luxury goods such as
spices, textiles, and sugar, much of which were produced in its colonies. This trade was
often supported by the Transatlantic Slave Trade, which Britain was a major part of,
transporting 3.1 million Africans into slavery in the Americas between 1660 and 1807
(Bremner, 2015).
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The British also established control over key strategic locations, such as Gibraltar,
Singapore, and the Suez Canal, which connected the Mediterranean to the Red Sea and
became a crucial point of control for maritime trade routes.

Colonisation: Trade, Force and Exploitation

The history of British colonisation is one of
profound transformation, both for Britain and for
the territories it controlled. From the late 16th
century to the mid-20th century, Britain established
the world’s largest empire, which at its peak
controlled nearly 24% of the Earth’s landmass and
governed over 23% of the world’s population
(Ferguson, 2004). This far-reaching empire
reshaped the global geopolitical and economic
order, influencing the modern world in myriad
ways. Colonisation allowed Britain to access
resources, expand its markets, and exert political

A British officer carried in a hammock by
African porters during the era of imperial
rule in West Africa (early 1900s).

control over vast regions of the world, from North America to Africa, and from the

Indian subcontinent to the Pacific islands.

One of the defining characteristics of British
colonisation was the exploitation of resources in its
colonies. Britain extracted raw materials such as
cotton, sugar, rubber, and minerals, which were
shipped back to British factories for processing.
According to historian Sanjay Subrahmanyam
(2017), by 1900, India’s share of the world GDP had
plummeted from 23% in 1700 to less than 4% by
1950. This dramatic decline was partly due to
deindustrialisation in India, which was systematically
undermined by British policies that shifted production
to benefit British industries.

A British coloniser in India
demonstrates the ‘'white man’'s burden’
by a local porter in his fishing net.
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Colonial Regicn

India
Africa Estimated
Wealth
Extracted
Estimated Wealth Extracted from Colonial (Billion USD)

Regions

In Africa, the British imposed economic policies that extracted wealth through resource
extraction, forced labour, and heavy taxes. For instance, the Congo Free State under

King Leopold II of Belgium, though technically a Belgian colony, exemplified the

exploitative model where colonies were treated as extractive zones. However, the

British Empire followed similar practices in Kenya and South Africa, where
agricultural products, minerals, and precious metals were shipped back to Britain,
enriching its coffers at the expense of local populations (Patel, 2019).

Winston Churchill: Butcher of Bengal

The Bengal Famine of 1943 killed
an estimated 2—3 million people in
British India, primarily in the
Bengal province, amid World War
1L. Triggers included a 1942 cyclone
damaging crops, fungal disease, loss
of rice imports from Japanese-
occupied Burma, wartime inflation,
hoarding, and disrupted
distribution. However, studies show
food availability in 1943 was only

Bengal Famine and Winston Churchill

slightly below previous years (higher than 1941, with no famine then), indicating the
crisis stemmed largely from entitlement failures and policy decisions rather than
absolute shortage (Sen, 1981; Mishra et al., 2019).

Critics argue British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and his War Cabinet
exacerbated the famine through policies prioritizing the war effort. These included
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continuing rice exports early in 1943, a "denial policy" confiscating boats and rice to
prevent Japanese use (disrupting local transport and fishing), limited shipping for
imports due to global war demands, and delayed/inadequate relief. Churchill reportedly
made callous remarks, blaming Indians for "breeding like rabbits" or questioning
Gandhi's survival, and initially resisted diverting resources from military stockpiles or
European allies (Mukerjee, 2010; Guardian, 2019).

Defenders note wartime constraints (shipping shortages, Japanese threats), that over 1
million tons of grain eventually reached Bengal (much after the peak deaths), and credit
for appointing Viceroy Archibald Wavell in late 1943, who mobilized the army for
effective relief, ending the worst by early 1944 (Hillsdale Churchill Project, 2023;
Masani, 2023). The official Famine Inquiry Commission (1945) primarily blamed
provincial government failures, with shared central responsibility, but not deliberate
genocide. The debate remains polarized: many scholars (especially Indian and
postcolonial) view Churchill's decisions as significantly worsening a preventable
disaster, reflecting imperial priorities and racial attitudes; others argue he did not
"cause" it outright but failed to prioritize it sufficiently amid total war. No evidence
supports intentional starvation as policy, but negligence and prioritisation of
British/European needs over colonial subjects are widely substantiated.

Table 2: Table comparing projected UK Colonial Regime

Colonial Estimated Wealth | Economic Resources | Reputable References

Region Extracted (USD) Exploited

India $12.5 trillion Cotton, tea, indigo, salt | Patnaik (2018); Centre
tax, forced labour, | for Global Development
famine-induced  land | (2021)
taxation

Caribbean $7 billion Sugar plantations, | Ferguson (2004);

(Jamaica, tobacco, rum, slavery Runnymede Trust

Barbados, etc.) (2020)

Africa (South | $2.19 trillion Diamonds, gold, cocoa, | Centre for African

Africa, Kenya, rubber, labour | Studies (2020); IPPR

Ghana) exploitation (2021)

Australia $940 million Wool, minerals, land | Oxfam (2017); Royal
expropriation, United Services
agriculture Institute [RUSI] (2021)

Canada $375 million Timber, fur trade, | Chatham House (2021);
natural resources like oil | The Royal
and minerals Commonwealth Society

(2019)
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Egypt $1.25 billion Cotton  trade, Suez | British Library (2018);
Canal  control and | Oxford Institute for
revenue Energy Studies (2020)

Military Expansion and Dominance

The British Empire's global expansion was not merely an economic venture it was also
driven by military force. The Royal Navy, the largest and most powerful naval force in
the world, was a key instrument in maintaining British control over distant colonies.
The naval superiority allowed Britain to secure vital trade routes and maintain control
over critical chokepoints such as the Strait of Gibraltar and the Suez Canal. The
strategic importance of these points was not lost on the empire, as Britain sought to
control ghe| aritime 1o > urope, Aftica, and Asia (RUSL, 2022).

e

British Army Soldiers

Mulitary control was also extended through the establishment of colonial armies. For
example, the British Indian Army was composed of both Indian soldiers and British
officers, with its size growing significantly by the early 20th century. The Indian Army
played a pivotal role in Britain’s military ventures across the globe, notably in World
War I and World War II (Kaur, 2021).

In my understanding, this provides a sobering look at the dual nature of British history,
contrasting the internal technological ingenuity of the Industrial Revolution with the
external human and economic costs of Imperialism. In my view, the text effectively
illustrates how Britain’s rise as the "workshop of the world" was inextricably linked to
a systematic extraction of wealth highlighted by the staggering $12.5 trillion estimate
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from India and the enforcement of strategic dominance through the Royal Navy and
colonial armies.

The inclusion of the Bengal Famine and the Transatlantic Slave Trade serve as a critical
reminder that imperial prosperity was often maintained through policies that prioritised
British interests over the lives and sovereignty of colonial subjects. In my
understanding, these historical foundations are essential for explaining the deep-rooted
economic and social structures that still influence the United Kingdom's national
identity today. The British Empire's colonial plunder extracted staggering wealth from
its regions, with India alone accounting for an estimated $12.5-$45 trillion (or up to
$64.82 trillion in some updated calculations) in today's terms primarily through
resource exploitation, taxes, and unequal trade dwarfing figures from other colonies
like the Caribbean ($7 billion) or Africa ($2.19 trillion). These numbers, often derived
from economist Utsa Patnaik's work on India's "drain of wealth" (compounded at
modest interest rates), highlight how colonial policies fuelled Britain's industrial rise at
immense human and economic cost to the colonised.
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CHAPTER 4

The “Golden Era” of the United Kingdom (Years 1837 to 1914)

The term "Golden Era" in the context of the United
Kingdom typically refers to a period in history
where the nation experienced significant political,
economic, and cultural prosperity. For the UK, the
most referenced "Golden Era" is during the
Victorian Age, specifically from the mid-19th
century to the early 20th century (roughly 1837—
1914). This era is marked by both the economic
expansion fuelled by industrialisation and the
growth of the British Empire, as well as the
cultural flowering during Queen Victoria's reign.

Queen Victoria, enthroned in
imperial splendour, gazes over the
open ledger of empire.

Economic Prosperity: The Industrial Revolution (1760-1830)

The Golden Era for the UK began in the late 18th
century but reached its full peak in the 19th century
with the Industrial Revolution. As the first country to
industrialise, Britain reaped the rewards of
mechanised production, technological innovations,
and expanded markets. The introduction of new
machinery, such as the spinning jenny (1764), the
steam engine (developed by James Watt in the
1770s), and the power loom transformed industries,
particularly textiles, coal mining, and iron
production. This period marked a massive economic
boom the UK became the world's largest producer of

A mid-19th-century American
steam  locomotive  thunders
forward with cowcatcher and
smoke plume (1850—-1870).

goods, and the economy grew rapidly, making it the world’s first industrial power

(Crafts and Harley, 1992).
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The Jewel in the Crown

During the Golden Era, the British Empire
expanded to its greatest territorial extent,
dominating nearly 25% of the world's
landmass and controlling a quarter of the
global population. The empire stretched
from India and Africa to the Caribbean,
Canada, and the Pacific Islands. The British
Empire’s wealth was derived from its vast
network of colonies, which provided
resources such as cotton, tobacco, sugar,

A map of British Empire (Red)

and minerals, and served as markets for British goods. By the late 19th century, Britain
had secured global naval dominance, establishing itself as the leading imperial power,

the "workshop of the world" (Ferguson, 2004).

The empire’s economic dominance was closely linked to Britain’s trade policies, which

allowed the country to export goods on a massive scale. This ensured Britain not only

controlled global commerce but also could fund its military expansion, support colonial

infrastructure and sustain power across the globe.

In addition to economic growth, the British Empire became a symbol of Britain’s
cultural influence. British ideas of democracy, law, and education were spread
throughout the colonies, though often in a form that reflected British interests rather

than those of the indigenous populations (Chatham House, 2021).

Technological Advancements

The Golden Era of Britain also coincided with
immense technological progress. From the 17th to
the 20th century, Britain produced an
extraordinary lineage of scientists whose
groundbreaking discoveries profoundly shaped
modern knowledge and technology, often
compared in impact to Isaac Newton. In the 17th—
18th centuries, Newton himself formulated the
laws of motion, universal gravitation, and
calculus, while Robert Hooke advanced
microscopy and the law of elasticity, and Edmond
Halley predicted comet orbits. The 19th century

Sir Isaac Newton one of the most iconic
and renowned British  physicist,
mathematician, and astronomer.
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saw  Michael  Faraday  pioneer
electromagnetism  and  electrolysis,
enabling electric power; Charles Darwin
establish evolution by natural selection;
James Clerk Maxwell unify electricity,
magnetism, and light through his _
equations; John Dalton revives atomic British suffragettes in Edwardian attire stand

theory; and Lord Kelvin develop resolute on a London street, circa 1910,

thermodynamics and the absolute holding placards advertising a public meeting
on "Votes for Women".

temperature scale.

In the 20th century, Ernest Rutherford elucidated atomic structure and nuclear physics;
J.J. Thomson discovered the electron; Francis Crick and Rosalind Franklin (with James
Watson) unravelled DNA's double helix structure; Alan Turing laid the foundations of
computer science and artificial intelligence; and Stephen Hawking revolutionised
theoretical cosmology with black hole radiation and singularity theorems. Collectively,
these British scientists drove transformative advances across physics, biology,
chemistry, and computing, cementing the UK's pivotal role in scientific progress over
four centuries. In the Victorian period, Britain was at the forefront of industrial
innovation, and many of the inventions from this era revolutionised daily life not only
in Britain but across the globe.

The steam engine revolutionised transport with steamships and railways, while the
telegraph and telephone (developed by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876) reshaped
communication. This period saw the expansion of factories, the mechanisation of
agriculture, and advances in steel production (Brailsford, 1985).

The British Museum and the Royal Academy became global centres of learning and art,
and the rise of scientific discovery, including Darwin’s theory of evolution, changed
the world’s understanding of biology and the natural world. The mid-19th century also
saw the early foundations of the British welfare state, with reforms being made to
address urban poverty, working conditions, and public health issues.

Women in Early Twentieth-Century Britain

The enfranchisement of women in the United Kingdom was achieved in two decisive
stages after decades of sustained campaigning by both constitutional and militant
suffragists. The Representation of the People Act 1918 granted the vote to women over
the age of thirty who met a property qualification or were married to men who did,
thereby enfranchising approximately 8.4 million women and marking the first
significant breach in the male monopoly of the franchise (Pugh, 2002; Purvis, 2002).
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Full equality was secured a decade later when the Representation of the People (Equal
Franchise) Act 1928 lowered the female voting age to twenty-one and removed
property restrictions, adding five million more women to the electorate and finally
placing men and women on identical terms (Law, 1997; Jarvis, 2009). The contribution
of women to the war effort between 1914 and 1918 proved crucial in shifting
parliamentary and public opinion, rendering continued exclusion politically
unsustainable (Pugh, 2002).

Social Reforms and the Rise of the Middle Class

The Golden Era also witnessed a significant social transformation. The expansion of
the middle class, driven by the benefits of industrialisation, had far-reaching effects on
British society. The wealth generated by industrialisation allowed for the growth of a
robust consumer economy, where goods produced in factories could be distributed
across the population. The public education system expanded, enabling the rise of
literacy among working and middle-class citizens (IPPR, 2020).

At the same time, social issues such as poverty, overcrowded living conditions, child
labour, and poor working conditions in factories sparked widespread reform efforts.
The Factory Acts of the 19th century (which regulated working hours and conditions
for women and children) were a key part of these reforms. As historian A. J. P. Taylor
(1971) noted, the Golden Era was also a time when the British political system began
to make accommodations for the demands of a more industrialised and democratic
society.
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Table 3: UK industrial revolution timeline

India

Year/Period Event/Development Significance

1760-1830 Industrial Revolution begins Marks Britain as the first
industrialised nation; economic and
technological boom

1837 Start of Queen Victoria’s reign Beginning of the Victorian Era,
symbolising British imperial and
cultural ascendancy

1851 Great Exhibition at Crystal Palace Celebrated Britain’s industrial and
imperial dominance on the global
stage

1858 British Crown assumes rule over India becomes the “Jewel in the

Crown” of the British Empire

1870s-1900s

Peak of British Empire’s territorial
control

Empire controls nearly 25% of
Earth's land and population

1876

Invention of the telephone by
Alexander Graham Bell

Marks Britain’s role in global
communication innovation

1890s-1900s

Expansion of railways and social
reforms

Over 20,000 miles of railway;
Factory Acts improve labour
conditions

1914

Start of World War I

End of the Golden Era; global conflict
marks the decline of British dominance

End of the Golden Era after WWI

The Golden Era ended with the First World War (1914-1918), which marked the
beginning of the decline of the British Empire. The war strained Britain’s finances, and
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the aftermath saw the dismantling of much of the empire, as many colonies gained
independence. The economic pressures of the post-war era, compounded by the Great
Depression, signalled the end of an era of unparalleled British dominance (Ferguson,
2004).

The Golden Era of the United Kingdom represents a time of unparalleled prosperity
and global influence. From its industrial powerhouses to the vast expanse of its empire,
Britain during this period shaped the modern world in ways that still resonate today.
However, the era also highlighted the complex interplay between industrial progress,
imperial exploitation, and social inequality. As the world moved into the 20th century,
Britain’s influence began to wane, but the legacy of the Golden Era remains visible in
many of the global institutions, technologies, and cultural developments we experience
today.

Fall of the British Empire (1945)

The beginning of the 20th century saw the
decline of the British Empire due to a
combination of economic strain, two
world wars, and the rise of nationalist
movements in colonised territories. World
War 1 had already set the stage for
Britain’s weakening grip over its colonies,
and World War II proved to be the
breaking point. The UK’s financial

situation became dire after the war, with The "Big Three" Allied leaders Soviet Premier
Britain owing signiﬁcant war debts, Joseph Stalin (left), U.S. President Franklin D.

i . . Roosevelt (centre), and British Prime Minister
especially to the United States. This Winston Churchill (right) sit together on the patio
strained the British economy and reduced ~ ©f the Levadia Palace during the Valta

. .. i L. . Conference in February 1945.
its ability to maintain its global empire.

One of the most significant turning points in the decline of the British Empire came
with the Indian Independence Act (1947), which saw India gaining independence and
marked the beginning of a wave of decolonisation. Between 1947 and 1960, more than
50 countries gained independence from British rule, including Ghana in 1957 and
Kenya in 1963 (Hobson, 2020). The Suez Crisis of 1956, in which Britain attempted to
seize control of the Suez Canal in Egypt, marked the final moment of British global
power and signalled the waning influence of the empire.
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Post-Empire Impact

The legacy of British colonisation remains deeply embedded in both Britain and its
former colonies. In the UK, the impact of empire is still visible in its multicultural
society, as former colonies sent migrants to Britain during the mid-20th century in
search of better economic opportunities. The Windrush Generation (1948-1971), for
example, brought thousands of Caribbean immigrants to Britain to work in critical
industries. The struggle for independence from British rule in the Indian subcontinent
was a prolonged and multifaceted movement that ultimately led to the end of nearly
two centuries of colonial domination, culminating in the creation of India and Pakistan
in 1947.

British control intensified after the 1857 Revolt, with the formation of groups like the
Indian National Congress in 1885 marking early organized resistance. The movement
accelerated after World War I, as unfulfilled British promises of self-governance
sparked widespread discontent. Mahatma Gandhi emerged as a pivotal leader,
promoting satyagraha-non-violent civil disobedience that mobilized millions across
religious and social lines.

Iconic campaigns included the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-1922) and the Civil
Disobedience Movement, epitomized by Gandhi's 1930 Salt March, a defiant 240-mile
protest the British monopoly on salt production. Meanwhile, leaders like Jawaharlal
Nehru advocated for a secular, united India, while Muhammad Ali Jinnah and the
Muslim League pushed the two-nation theory, fearing Muslim marginalization in a
Hindu-majority state.

World War II weakened Britain, and the 1942
Quit India Movement by Gandhi demanded
immediate withdrawal, resulting in mass
arrests but heightening global pressure. By
1947, an exhausted Britain, under Viceroy /
Lord Mountbatten, hastened the process. The IS8 N il

Mountbatten Plan Announced Partition, Ty I !

dividing the subcontinent along religious | M t

lines despite Gandhi's opposition to division. Indian nationalists march in protest the
The Indian Independence Act formalized  all-British Simon Commission in 1928,
this, granting freedom on August 15, 1947 cglr;/lyg,g\]l gagréepr\sc\ll(vllltlh the iconic slogan
(August 14 for Pakistan). Nehru's midnight

"Tryst with Destiny” speech heralded a new era. The independence struggle ended
colonialism but left enduring scars, including ongoing disputes like Kashmir, reminding
the world of the high cost of freedom and the fragility of unity
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In former colonies, the economic and political legacies of colonialism are still deeply
felt. The Centre for Global Development (2021) highlights that many former British
colonies, particularly in Africa, face economic challenges rooted in their colonial past,
including issues related to economic dependency, political instability, and
underdeveloped infrastructure. Meanwhile, India’s GDP has grown substantially since
independence, but the historical weight of British extraction and underdevelopment is
still a challenge.

Debates about reparations for colonialism have resurfaced, with some advocating for a
formal apology and compensation for the exploitation and destruction wrought by the
empire. The British government has resisted such calls, although pressure from civil
society, think tanks like the Runnymede Trust, and international advocacy has kept the
issue in the public eye.

Table 4: UK Rise and Fall timeline

Period/Year Event/Phase Significance

Late 1500s Beginning of British overseas Marked the start of British maritime
exploration expeditions and global trade ambitions

1600 Founding of the British East India | Established a commercial and later
Company political foothold in Asia

1607 Establishment of Jamestown, First permanent British colony in
Virginia North America

1660-1807 Participation in the Transatlantic Britain transported over 3.1 million
Slave Trade Africans into slavery (Bremner, 2015)

1757 Battle of Plassey Beginning of British political

dominance in India

1800s-1900s | Expansion into Africa, Asia, and Acquisition of strategic territories and

the Middle East dominance in global trade
1858 India becomes a formal British Direct rule established under the
colony (after 1857 revolt) British Crown
1900 India’s GDP share declines Reflects economic exploitation and
significantly under British rule deindustrialisation (Subrahmanyam,
2017)
1914-1918 World War I Begins the weakening of the empire’s

economic and military capabilities

41



BIG SOCIETY OR BROKEN SOCIETY Does the ‘First World’ Label Still Fit?

to UK

1939-1945 World War II Financial strain and military overreach
contribute to decolonisation movement

1947 Indian Independence Act Beginning of major decolonisation
across the British Empire

1956 Suez Crisis Marked the symbolic end of Britain's
global imperial dominance

1957-1963 Independence of Ghana, Kenya, Rapid decolonisation of major British

and other African nations colonies in Africa
1948-1971 Windrush Generation migration Former colonial citizens migrate to

Britain, reshaping its demographic
profile

2000s—Present

Debates over reparations and
post-colonial legacy

Legacy of empire scrutinised by think
tanks and civil society (Runnymede
Trust)

The British Empire’s colonisation was a complex, multifaceted process that reshaped
the world, driving global trade, industry, and geopolitics for centuries. While Britain
accrued vast wealth through its colonies, the legacy of colonisation left deep scars of
economic exploitation, social inequality, and cultural destruction in its wake. As former
colonies continue to struggle with the repercussions of imperialism, Britain is now left
to grapple with its imperial past, facing calls for accountability and reparations from its
former territories.
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The Commonwealth Era

-

Avibrant display of national flags from Commonwealth nations at Parliament Square in London

The modern Commonwealth of Nations started much later, in 1949, with the London
Declaration forming a free association of independent nations. The Commonwealth Era
refers to the period following the dissolution of the British Empire, during which many
former colonies of Britain chose to remain united through the Commonwealth of
Nations, an intergovernmental organisation primarily aimed at fostering cooperation,
trade, and shared values. The Commonwealth is an association of 56 member states (as
of 2023), including both republics and monarchies, that span across continents. These
states, though geographically diverse, share historical ties, with most having been
former territories of the British Empire. The Commonwealth Era officially began after
World War 11, as Britain faced a significant decline in its global power and began the
process of decolonisation.

The Statute of Westminster (1931) was a precursor to this transition, providing
legislative independence to many of Britain’s dominions, such as Canada, Australia,
and New Zealand. However, the true formation of the Commonwealth as a voluntary
association of nations came in the wake of India’s independence in 1947, and the
subsequent independence of African, Asian, and Caribbean nations. India’s
independence marked the first major decolonisation victory, and it was a crucial turning
point for the British Empire. Following India's independence, British leaders sought to
retain some form of relationship with former colonies, leading to the creation of the
British Commonwealth in 1949,
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Biggest economies in the Commonwealth
GDP in billions of US dollars

India

UK
Canada $2,090
Australia g

Nigeria

Source: IMF, 2023 8]8]c]

In my view, the Commonwealth’s role has evolved, as it no longer focuses purely on
economic ties or political cooperation with Britain. The modern Commonwealth is seen
as an association based on values, including democracy, human rights, the rule of law,
and environmental sustainability. The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) is a key event, where leaders from member states discuss global issues such
as climate change, conflict resolution, and sustainable development (Commonwealth
Secretariat, 2022).
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CHAPTER 5

Historical Statesmanship in the British Parliament

House of Lords, London, United Kingdom

The United Kingdom has long been a significant player in global politics, and this
prominence has often been shaped by the remarkable statesmanship and parliamentary
leadership demonstrated by some of its most famous political figures. From the Whigs
and Tories of the 17th century to modern political parties, the UK has experienced
periods of political reform and consolidation, often driven by visionary leaders whose
statesmanship defined their era. Historical leadership in the UK has been characterised
by an ability to navigate complex political landscapes, negotiate with rival powers, and
lead through times of war, peace, and reform.

The evolution of British parliamentary leadership can be traced back to the Glorious
Revolution of 1688, which cemented the role of parliamentary supremacy over the
monarchy. This pivotal moment in history shifted the balance of power, placing
ultimate authority in the hands of Parliament and its leaders. Over the following
centuries, leadership in the UK parliamentary system became synonymous with
statesmanship, where leaders were expected to command not just their party but the
entire nation.

Key political figures such as Sir Robert Walpole, often considered the first prime
minister in the modern sense, played a central role in developing the office of prime
minister. Walpole’s leadership between 1721 and 1742 is seen as the foundation of
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modern parliamentary government, setting the stage for a more structured form of
leadership (Owen, 2020). His tenure was characterised by political stability and the
formation of party systems, which helped solidify Parliament’s influence in British
politics.

The Age of Reform

The Victorian era stands out as a golden age of
parliamentary leadership in the UK. Figures
such as William Gladstone and Benjamin
Disraeli led the country through a period of
immense political and social reform.
Gladstone, a leader of the Liberal Party, is
often regarded as one of Britain’s greatest
prime ministers, serving four non-consecutive
terms between 1868 and 1894. His leadership
was marked by significant social reforms,
including the expansion of the electorate
through the Third Reform Act (1884) and the
creation of the Liberal welfare state, which

3 T ¥ Z (iﬁ i
Queen Victoria (1819-1901) in a
formal late-reign photograph.

would later influence the welfare reforms of
the 20th century (LSE, 2021).

On the other side, Benjamin Disraeli, leader of

the Conservative Party, was known for his imperial vision and his ability to forge strong
relationships with Britain’s colonies. Disraeli’s leadership during the 1870s and 1880s
saw the expansion of the British Empire, most notably with his successful handling of
the Suez Crisis of 1875, which ensured British control of the Suez Canal (The Institute
of Historical Research, 2021). His leadership was instrumental in defining the direction
of British foreign policy during the height of the Empire, balancing imperial interests
with domestic concerns.

From War to Welfare

The 20th century brought about a new wave of leadership marked by the impact of
global conflict, social change, and the decline of the British Empire. Winston Churchill
remains perhaps the most iconic figure of the 20th century in terms of British
statesmanship. Churchill’s leadership during World War II (1940-1945) was
instrumental in securing victory for Britain and the Allied forces. His speeches, such as
his famous "We shall never surrender" address, rallied the British public during the
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darkest hours of the war (BBC History, 2022). However, Churchill’s leadership
extended beyond wartime. His role in post-war reconstruction and the establishment of
the United Nations showcased his far-reaching influence on both domestic and
international politics.

In the post-war era, Clement Attlee, Churchill’s Labour successor, provided a stark
contrast. Attlee’s leadership between 1945 and 1951 was focused on domestic reform,
most notably the creation of the National Health Service (NHS) in 1948 and the
nationalisation of key industries. Attlee’s commitment to welfare state policies
fundamentally reshaped British society and was a hallmark of post-war British
leadership (IPPR, 2020). Attlee’s government also oversaw the decolonisation of India,
marking the end of British imperial rule in Asia.

Evolution of UK Political Leadership

Sir Robert

Walpole

Walpole's tenure
established

Winston Churchill

Churchill's leadership
during WWIl showcased

global influence through

parliamentary
wartime statesmanship.

supremacy, influencing
global politics.

Margaret

William Gladstone
Thatcher
Gladstone's domestic . .
reforms expanded the Thatcher's policies
electorate, shaping transformed Britain's
national policy. economy with a
domestic focus.
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Blair takes the Rule from Thatcher

In the modern era, British parliamentary
leadership has continued to evolve, shaped
by globalisation, EU membership, and
domestic political crises. More recently, the
leadership of Margaret Thatcher from 1979
to 1990 marked a transformative period for
British politics. Thatcher’s conservative
policies, including the privatisation of state- _
owned industries, reducing the power of  Former British Prime Ministers Tony
trade unions, and her hardline stance on the  Blair (left) and Margaret Thatcher.
Falklands War, significantly reshaped

Britain’s economic and social landscape (The Institute for Government, 2021).
However, her policies were also divisive, leading to tensions within the Conservative
Party and broader society.

Tony Blair, prime minister from 1997 to 2007, represented a shift towards the Third
Way, combining economic liberalism with social democratic ideals. His leadership saw
the introduction of significant domestic reforms, including devolution for Scotland,
Wales, and Northern Ireland, and increased investment in the National Health Service.
Blair’s role in foreign policy, particularly his involvement in the Iraq War alongside the
United States, has been a topic of significant debate and criticism (Chatham House,
2021).

Challenges for Modern Leadership

Today, the UK faces a multitude of challenges in its political leadership, including
issues surrounding Brexit, globalisation, and the increasing calls for Scottish
independence. The political environment has become increasingly fragmented, with the
Labour Party and Conservative Party facing internal divisions, and new political parties
like the Scottish National Party (SNP) gaining increasing traction. Parliamentary
leadership today is shaped by these challenges, where compromise and coalition-
building have become central to effective governance. Think tanks like Chatham House
(2021) and the Institute for Government (2021) suggest that contemporary political
leadership in the UK needs to adapt to the evolving global landscape, focusing on policy
innovation and political unity to address complex issues such as climate change,
economic inequality, and social justice.
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Navigating Change and Unity in British Parliamentary | eadership

Margaret Tony Blairs Modemn
Thatcher's Era Third Way Leadership
Challenges

globalization and
Scottish
independencs.

The history of parliamentary leadership in the UK is marked by extraordinary
statesmanship, from the early foundations of parliamentary power in the 17th century
to the towering figures of the Victorian era and the transformative leaders of the 20th
century. British statesmanship has always been closely intertwined with national
identity, global influence, and social progress. In contemporary times, the role of the
UK’s leadership in Parliament continues to evolve, navigating new challenges and
opportunities in a rapidly changing world.
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CHAPTER 6

Role of the British Monarchy

The British monarchy has long been a
fundamental part of the United
Kingdom’s political, social, cultural and
religious  identity.  Although  the
monarchy’s  political power  has
significantly  diminished over the
centuries, its role as a ceremonial
figurehead and symbol of national unity
remains strong. Today, the monarchy

serves as a constitutional institution, with ~ The opulent Gold State Coach, adorned with
intricate gilt carvings, painted panels, and the

itsduties mOStly limited to Symb()hc royal coat of arms, in streets of London.

functions and ceremonial occasions.

However, the monarchy continues to play a key role in the UK's national identity and
its global reputation. Historically, the monarchy in Britain wielded substantial power.
The monarchy’s absolute rule was evident until the Glorious Revolution of 1688, which
marked a turning point in British constitutional history. The revolution led to the
establishment of parliamentary sovereignty, curbing the monarchy's powers and paving
the way for the constitutional monarchy (LSE, 2022). The monarchy's power gradually
shifted from a ruling institution to a largely symbolic role in the centuries that followed,
particularly during the Victorian era (1837-1901). This era saw the monarchy become
a symbol of national unity amidst political and industrial changes, and it provided
stability at a time of great social transformation (Briggs, 1963).
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The Role of Church in the Monarchy

- ¥ . =l
The Coronation of King Charles Il at Westminster Abbey (Church) on 6 May 2023,

surrounded by clergy in gold copes, senior royals, peers in coronation robes, highlighting the
ceremonial and religious fusion of the British monarchy.

The religious role of the British monarchy intertwines the positions of Head of State
and Head of the Church, rooted in the 16th-century English Reformation and reflecting
the unique establishment of the Church of England. This dual role originated with
Henry VIII's break from Rome, formalized by the Act of Supremacy 1534, which
declared the monarch "Supreme Head of the Church of England” to assert independence
from papal authority (Wikipedia, 2025). Elizabeth, I moderated this in the Act of
Supremacy 1558 (part of the Elizabethan Religious Settlement), changing the title to
"Supreme Governor" to avoid claims of divinity while reaffirming royal supremacy
over the church. The monarch also holds the title "Defender of the Faith" (Fidei
Defensor), originally granted to Henry VIII by Pope Leo X in 1521 for defending
Catholicism, but retained post-Reformation to signify protection of Protestantism
(Church of England).

As Head of State, the monarch embodies national unity in a constitutional framework,
but the religious dimension manifests in the coronation oath, where the sovereign
promises to "maintain the Laws of God, the true profession of the Gospel" and "the
Protestant Reformed Religion established by law," as well as to preserve the Church of
England's doctrine, worship, and government (Royal Family, n.d.; Coronation Oath Act
1688). This oath, taken during an Anglican service at Westminster Abbey, underscores
the sacramental anointing as a divine endorsement of rule (Pepinster, 2023). Practically,
the monarch formally appoints bishops and senior clergy on the Prime Minister's
advice, though the role is largely ceremonial.
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In modern Britain, this role adapts to a multi-faith and increasingly secular society.
King Charles I11, whose personal faith is "deeply rooted" in the Church of England, has
emphasized protecting diverse faiths while upholding his duties as Supreme Governor
and Defender of the Faith (Royal Family). Unlike strict separations elsewhere, the UK's
arrangement maintains a symbolic link without direct governance interference, though
it sparks debates on disestablishment amid declining Anglican adherence (Constitution
Unit, 2023).

Representation of the Church of England in the British Parliament

ceremonial occasion in Westminster.

The Lords Spiritual, commonly known as the "bishops' bench," consist of 26 senior
bishops who sit ex officio in the UK House of Lords, representing a historic link
between the established Church and the state (House of Lords Library, 2024). This
arrangement, capped at 26 since the Bishopric of Manchester Act 1847, includes the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and the Bishops of London, Durham, and
Winchester, who hold automatic seats regardless of seniority, plus the 21 next most
senior diocesan bishops (by date of appointment), excluding the Bishops of Sodor and
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Man and Gibraltar in Europe as their dioceses lie outside mainland UK (Church of
England).

All Lords Spiritual are exclusively bishops of the Church of England, the established
church in England, reflecting the monarch's role as Supreme Governor (House of Lords
Library, 2024). No bishops or clergy from other denominations or faiths such as the
Roman Catholic Church, Church in Wales (disestablished in 1920), Church of Scotland
(Presbyterian structure with no bishops in the traditional sense), Church of Ireland, or
non-Christian faiths hold automatic seats as Lords Spiritual (Wikipedia, 2025a).
Representatives of other faiths may occasionally enter the House as appointed life peers
(Lords Temporal), but this is not ex officio and does not guarantee representation.

Since 20135, the Lords Spiritual (Women) Act (extended to 2030) has prioritised female
diocesan bishops for vacancies among the 21 seniority-based seats to accelerate gender
representation, resulting in several women bishops joining ahead of more senior men.
The bishops sit independently without party affiliation, contribute to debates (often on
ethical, social, and moral issues), lead daily prayers, and provide a non-partisan voice,
though their presence remains debated in an increasingly secular and multi-faith society
(Church of England).

Queen of the People

Queen Elizabeth I, born Princess
Elizabeth Alexandra Mary on
April 21, 1926, reigned as the
longest-serving  monarch  in
British history from 1952 until her
death on September 8, 2022, at the
age of 96. Initially far from the
line of succession, her path
changed when her uncle Edward
VIII abdicated, making her father
King George VI and positioning

In 2010, at Buckingham Palace in London, Her Majesty
her as heir. World War II shaped Queen Elizabeth Il bestowed the honour of Member of the

: Order of the British Empire (MBE) upon Dr Toaha Qureshi.
her early years; she delivered pire (MBE) up

radio broadcasts to encourage children and later trained as a mechanic in the Auxiliary
Territorial Service, becoming the only female royal to serve in the armed forces.

Ascending the throne at 25 following her father's death, she was crowned in a globally
televised ceremony in 1953 that symbolized hope for a post-war world. Devoted to her
husband Prince Philip for over seven decades until his passing in 2021, she raised four
children Charles, Anne, Andrew, and Edward while fulfilling an unrelenting schedule
of public duties. Her famous pledge at age 21 to devote her life to service defined her
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reign; she conducted thousands of engagements, from state visits to intimate
walkabouts, connecting with people across the Commonwealth and beyond.

Through decades of profound change decolonization, social upheaval, and crises like
the COVID-19 pandemic she provided steadfast continuity, offering reassurance with
messages like "We will meet again." Guiding the monarchy through 15 prime ministers
and evolving public expectations, Elizabeth II remained a figure of grace, quiet humour,
and resilience. Her death marked the close of an era, yet her legacy as a queen deeply
committed to her people continues to inspire.

Is Monarchy burden on the State?

In the contemporary UK, the role of the
monarchy has evolved into that of a
ceremonial institution. The monarch no
longer has executive powers, which are
vested in Parliament and the Prime
Minister. While the royal assent to bills
is still technically required, it is now a
mere formality, and the monarch’s
intervention in legislation is effectively
symbolic (Institute for Government,
2021). The monarch’s duties are
primarily ceremonial, including the
State Opening of Parliament, the
appointment of the Prime Minister, and
representation of the UK at diplomatic events abroad (The Institute for Historical
Research, 2021). Despite its reduced political role, the monarchy remains a unifying
force within the UK. According to the Institute for Government (2021), the monarch
provides a sense of continuity and stability, particularly in times of national crisis or

»
King Charles Il (then Prince Charles) in

animated conversation with Prof Toaha
Qureshi MBE at a Buckingham Palace.

change. In recent years, the monarchy’s involvement in public events such as royal
weddings, funerals, and national celebrations has reinforced its symbolic role as the
embodiment of British heritage.

Despite its prominent role, the monarchy is not without controversy. Critics argue that
the monarchy’s continued existence is at odds with modern democratic principles. The
financial cost of the monarchy, funded through the Sovereign Grant, has been a source
of public debate, especially during times of economic austerity. The Runnymede Trust
(2020) has pointed out that some sections of society question the legitimacy of the
monarchy in an era where citizens expect greater accountability from their leaders.
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Moreover, the monarchy’s historical connection to imperialism and colonialism has led
to increasing calls for reparations or a public reckoning. As former colonies,
particularly in Africa and the Caribbean, have gained independence, the British
monarchy’s role in perpetuating colonial systems has come under scrutiny. The Royal
Commonwealth Society (2019) has highlighted how the monarchy’s legacy of empire
continues to affect post-colonial relationships, with some advocating for a republic,
particularly in nations like Australia and Canada, where the monarch remains the head
of state. As the UK faces new challenges in the 21st century, including Brexit, the
monarchy’s role is being reconsidered. The monarchy’s ability to adapt to the changing
political landscape will be crucial to its future. The Institute for Government (2021)
suggests that the monarchy could play a more dynamic role in facilitating national
cohesion, especially in post-Brexit Britain, where the country faces significant
divisions both politically and socially.

In countries like Canada and Australia, there is ongoing debate about the future of the
monarchy, with some citizens advocating for constitutional change. According to the
Runnymede Trust (2020), this debate often centres around the monarchy’s role in
representing the national identity of these nations versus their desire for complete
political independence.

L o N \ Democratic
Financial Cost = - & : / ) i 1=~ Principles
Public debate : \ . Perceived conflict
over funding ' ' with modern
legitimacy ' ' democracy

e o ol

Colonial Legacy =---------' ¢ ---= National Identity

Calls for a0 ’ Debate over

1
reparations and b el representation in
accountability Commonwealth

Political | ! Public nations
Adaptation * ¢ Expectations
Need for Demand for
relevance post- greater
Brexit changes accountability and
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Table 5: British Monarchy's Public Spending through Taxpayer Contributions

Expense Type Amount Details Source
Sovereign Grant | £86.3 million Direct funding from | Royal.uk (2022)
(2021-2022) public taxes for the

monarchy’s official

duties.
Cost per UK taxpayer | £1.29 per | Per capita cost for UK | Royal.uk (2022)
(Sovereign Grant) person citizens based on

Sovereign Grant

funding.
Total Annual Cost | £510 million Total cost, including | Republic (2021);
(including indirect security, local council | The Times
costs) expenses, and | (2021)

ceremonial costs.
Crown Estate | 25% of Crown | The Crown Estate’s | The  Guardian
Contribution (to | Estate profits profits fund the | (2024)
Sovereign Grant) Sovereign Grant.
Projected Total Cost | £510 million Ongoing costs from | The Times
(including security and taxpayer funds for | (2021); The
events) indirect expenses, such | Guardian (2024)

as security and local

services.

The British monarchy continues to be an iconic symbol of national unity and tradition,
but its role has transformed over the centuries. While it no longer holds political power,
the monarchy remains a central figure in the cultural and social life of the UK,
contributing to the nation’s global image. However, it faces challenges in adapting to
modern democratic values and the evolving expectations of the British public. The
monarchy's future will depend on its ability to navigate these challenges while
maintaining the national and international respect it has garnered over centuries.
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Royal Wedding of the Century: Three in One

On July 29, 1981, Prince Charles married Lady Diana Spencer in a ceremony dubbed
the "Royal Wedding of the Century," watched by an estimated 750 million people
worldwide (Dimbleby, 1994). Yet behind the fairy-tale imagery lay a marriage already
complicated by the presence of Camilla Parker Bowles, creating what Diana later
famously described as a union where “there were three of us in this marriage, so it was
a bit crowded” (Morton, 1992, p. 220). Diana’s own accounts, revealed through taped
interviews with Andrew Morton, disclosed that she discovered a bracelet Charles had
commissioned for Camilla shortly before the wedding, engraved with their private
nicknames “Gladys” and “Fred” (Morton, 1992). Devastated, Diana considered
cancelling the ceremony but was reportedly told by her sisters that it was too late as her
face was already on commemorative merchandise (Junor, 20053).

Princess Diana serving legendary stare, while Bashir in the corner plots his next questionable
question.

Camilla’s influence persisted even during the honeymoon, when Charles wore cufflinks
bearing intertwined “C” s a gift from her (Dimbleby, 1994). Diana later confronted
Camilla directly at a social event, acknowledging her awareness of the affair (Morton,
1992). Some biographers argue that the match was strategically encouraged by the royal
establishment, seeking a young, aristocratic bride capable of producing heirs and
refreshing the monarchy’s image, while Charles’s longstanding emotional attachment
to Camilla was quietly tolerated (Junor, 2005). This arrangement, critics suggest,
prioritized dynastic continuity over personal compatibility, leaving Diana feeling like
“a lamb to the slaughter” (Morton, 1992, p. 118). The resulting dynamic of betrayal and
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institutional pressure contributed to years of marital strife and Diana’s profound
isolation within the royal family (Campbell, 2012).

In my understanding, the fascinating tension between the evolution of parliamentary
power and the persistence of the Monarchy is a cultural anchor. In my view, this
effectively shows how the UK transitioned from the absolute rule of kings to a system
of "parliamentary supremacy," where leaders like Gladstone, Churchill, and Attlee
redefined the nation’s social fabric through the welfare state and global diplomacy.

However, the sections on the Monarchy and the "Bishops' Bench" reveal that the UK
remains a unique blend of modern democracy and ancient tradition of keeping the
religious aspect intact with the government. The contrast between the £510 million
annual cost of the Monarchy and its role as a "unifying force" explains why the
institution faces increasing scrutiny in a secular, post-colonial world. Furthermore, the
personal narratives such as the betrayal in the marriage of Charles and Diana serve as
a reminder that the "Crown" is not just a political symbol, but a human institution often
strained by the weight of dynastic duty. The monarchy's scandals from the Charles-
Diana-Camilla triangle and Diana's suspicious death to the disgrace of Prince Andrew
and Harry's public rift deeply fuelled the "broken society” narrative. These institutional
failures, including Sarah Ferguson's controversies and Harry's "questionable" lifestyle,
undermined the crown's role as a symbol of the stable, responsible family unit.
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Part I1I: The Modern Crisis
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CHAPTER 7

Britain wrapped in Political Uncertainty

In recent years, the United Kingdom has
witnessed a remarkable series of swift political
exits, culminating in the short-lived tenure of Liz
Truss as Prime Minister. Within just 24 months,
four British Prime Ministers Theresa May, Boris
Johnson, Liz Truss, and the newly appointed
Rishi Sunak have been replaced, each successor
inheriting a fragile political and economic
landscape. This period of instability has sparked
widespread discussions about the future of
political leadership in the UK, with many
questioning the efficacy of their decisions and
the political promises they left unfulfilled. The

Four recent British Prime Ministers
Theresa May (2016-2019), Boris
Johnson (2019-2022), Liz Truss

(2022), and Rishi Sunak (2022-
2NN

rapid succession of leadership in such a short time reveals deeper issues within the

UK’s political system, providing a stark contrast to the stability expected from one of

the world’s longest-standing democracies.

Historically, the United Kingdom has been
known for its political stability, with prime
ministers traditionally serving several years
in office. Figures like Winston Churchill,
Margaret Thatcher, and Tony Blair led the
country for decades, leaving behind legacies
that shaped modern British society and
governance. However, in recent years, the
political landscape in the UK has become
increasingly volatile, marked by leadership
changes that have left both domestic and
international observers baftled.

Theresa May backstabbed by her own
party and made her to resign, 2019.

The first major disruption came with Theresa May, whose leadership, despite initial
promises of delivering Brexit, was undermined by her inability to unite her party and
pass a coherent Brexit deal. This culminated in her resignation in 2019, paving the way
for Boris Johnson, whose victory in the 2019 General Election was partly due to his
promise to "Get Brexit Done". However, Johnson’s tenure was marred by controversy,
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notably the Partygate scandal, which exposed him to accusations of hypocrisy and poor
leadership during the COVID-19 pandemic. This eventually led to his resignation in
2022 after facing immense pressure from both within his party and the public (IPPR,
2022).

In my understanding, the narrative of a "broken society” by illustrating a modern era of
unprecedented political volatility. In my view, the text effectively captures the shift
from the long-term stability of the Thatcher or Blair years to a "revolving door"
premiership, where leaders like Liz Truss and Boris Johnson became symbols of
institutional instability rather than national leadership.

UK Prime Ministers Comparison

Term of Office Political Party KeyNEu\;::ts /

_ i July 2079 — R
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The Swift Rise and Fall of PM Liz Truss

Liz Truss’s brief time in office is often cited as
a stark example of political instability.
Ascending to the leadership after Boris
Johnson's resignation, Truss promised bold
economic reforms, including large-scale tax
cuts, aimed at revitalising the British economy.
However, her mini budget in September 2022,
which proposed £45 billion in unfunded tax
cuts, led to a sharp market reaction. The
announcement caused the British pound to
plummet, triggering a financial crisis that led 2 :
to panic and confusion within the ruling |z Truss, former UK Prime Minister,
Conservative Party. Her economic policies  wipes away tears during an
were quickly abandoned, and Truss was forced ~ emotional interview on GB News in
to step down after just 45 days in office the  October 2023.

shortest tenure of any British Prime Minister.

. GB.?_.
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According to a report by Chatham House (2022), Truss’s downfall highlighted a
fundamental disconnect between the policies she proposed, and the economic realities
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faced by the UK, where inflation was at a 40-year high, and the country was grappling
with the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic and Brexit. Truss's failure to implement
any of her ambitious plans not only undermined her authority but also disillusioned
voters and party members, contributing to the political instability that characterised her
time in office.

Boris Johnson’s fall from power was equally dramatic but rooted in a different set of
challenges. Johnson had been a polarising figure celebrated for his role in leading the
Brexit campaign but also criticised for his handling of the pandemic and his
government’s scandals. The Partygate scandal, which revealed that Johnson and his
staff had held parties while the public was in lockdown, eroded his credibility and
sparked calls for his resignation.

In my view, the "mini budget" crisis and the Partygate scandal are presented here not
just as individual failures, but as evidence of a deeper disconnect between political
promises and economic reality. In my understanding, the fact that the UK once a global
benchmark for parliamentary steadiness witnessed the shortest premiership in its
history (Truss) suggests that the "political uncertainty" mentioned in the title is now a
structural feature of British governance.

Despite surviving multiple no-confidence votes and scandals, Johnson was ultimately
forced to resign in July 2022, following mounting pressure from party members and an
increasingly disgruntled electorate. IPPR (2022) notes that Johnson's failure to deliver
on key promises, alongside an inability to provide strong leadership during critical
times, left the UK politically unstable and vulnerable.

His resignation left the Conservative Party deeply fractured, with several high-profile
politicians vying for leadership, but noncapable of healing the internal divisions. This
environment created a vacuum of power that led to further instability, exemplified by
the rapid rise and fall of Truss.

Challenges for Future Political Leadership

The rapid turnover of Prime Ministers within such a short period not only reflects
instability within the Conservative Party but also signals deeper challenges for British
democracy. The Institute for Government (2022) highlights that the absence of a clear,
stable leadership trajectory has left the UK vulnerable to political fragmentation and
economic turmoil. Each of these leaders May, Johnson, and Truss arrived with bold
promises and mandates but ultimately failed to address the country’s underlying issues,
such as economic stagnation, Brexit’s aftermath, and the long-term consequences of
the pandemic.

As the UK continues to grapple with the consequences of backstabbing resulting in
short-term leaderships, it raises the question: Can Britain return to a state of stable
governance, or will the cycle of quick exits and unfulfilled promises continue? The
future of British politics may hinge on the ability of its leaders to meet the challenges
of the 21st century with more cohesion and foresight. Particularly, when on the other
side of Atlantic it must face unpredictable Trump.
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CHAPTER 8

Corrupt Practices in the UK

The United Kingdom has witnessed a
series of scandals over the past two
decades that have raised significant
questions about the ethical standards
and transparency within its political
system. Among the most prominent of
these scandals are the MPs Expenses
Scandal, the COVID Fast Track Lane
Scandal, and accusations of cronyism
within government circles. These

incidents have prompted widespread
British MPS involved in expenses scandal

discussions about whether such actions ! A
and charged with Corrupt Practices.

are indicative of poor judgement or,

more seriously, corrupt practices that erode public trust in government institutions. The
2009 UK parliamentary expenses scandal represented a systemic failure of legislative
oversight, resulting in 392 MPs being ordered to repay more than £1.3 million in
wrongly claimed funds (Legg, 2010). The revelations, which included high-profile
examples such as claims for duck houses, moat cleaning, and "phantom" mortgages,
exposed widespread practices of "flipping" second homes to maximize personal profit
(Winnett and Rayner, 2009). The fallout was unprecedented, leading to the resignation
of the Speaker of the House and the criminal conviction and imprisonment of six MPs
and Peers for false accounting (BBC News, 2010). In response to the collapse of public
trust, Parliament ended its era of self-regulation by passing the Parliamentary Standards
Act, which established the Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA) to
provide transparent, external oversight of all future claims (IPSA, 2024).

Corruption of British Parliamentarians (MPs) and the Rule of Law

The MPs expenses scandal of 2009 marked one of the most significant revelations of
misconduct in British parliamentary history. The scandal involved widespread abuse of the
parliamentary expenses system by numerous Members of Parliament (MPs), where they
misused public funds for personal gains. MPs claimed expenses for items such as home
renovations, luxury goods, and even mortgage payments, in some cases making claims that
were outright fraudulent. Figures including Sir Peter Viggers (duck house), Michael
Ancram, James Arbuthnot, Bill Cash, and David Davis, leading to resignations,
prosecutions for some, and major political reform creating IPSA. This scandal came to light
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through investigative reporting by The Daily Telegraph, which uncovered detailed records
of claims from MPs across all political parties. O'Brien describes a system where senior
politicians and their "cronies" remain in power even after breaking rules, often working
together to attack the very rules they broke.

The Dailn Eelcgmph
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The truth about the
Cabinet’s expenses

The Prime Minister Thee Justios Secretary The Chancebor The Business Secretary
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The Daily Telegraph in 2009 serving up the original 'Expenses Scandal' tea when MPs learned
that flipping homes, moats, and duck houses don't come cheap on the taxpayer's dime.

As The Institute for Government (2021) argues, the scandal was not just about
individual MPs exploiting the system, but also about systemic failures in oversight and
governance. Many MPs involved were later forced to repay the money, and a handful
were even prosecuted. The scandal highlighted poor judgement at various levels, from
MPs misinterpreting their entitlement to claims, to the lack of proper accountability
mechanisms in place within the parliamentary system. It severely damaged public trust
in the political establishment and led to reforms in how MPs' expenses were managed.
The fallout of this scandal also raised important questions about whether these actions
constituted corruption or a lapse in personal ethics. James O’Brien, a British journalist,
writer, and presenter on radio and television describes the interconnected scandals in
British politics as a "Russian doll,” where uncovering one instance of malfeasance
immediately reveals another.

"It feels at times like a Russian doll of vidiculousness: twist the head off one example
of political or media malfeasance and another one immediately appears staring,
stupefied, at the unbelievable catalogue of calumny, corruption and incompetence that
has been visited upon the country.”
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In my understanding Corrupt Practices in the UK exposes a deeply troubling pattern
that bridges the gap between simple administrative errors and systemic dishonesty.

Supplier

PPE Medpro
Ayanda
Capital
PestFix
Clandehoye
Agencies Contract
Value (£
million)

Scandals for Contract Values

Nepotism and Cronyism in British Parliament

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the UK government faced extraordinary
challenges, including securing essential medical supplies, personal protective
equipment (PPE), and vaccines. The government's decision to establish a “fast
track lane” for awarding contracts to companies with political connections or
little relevant experience ignited controversy. The fast-track lane was intended
to expedite the procurement of goods and services in an emergency but instead
led to accusations of cronyism and preferential treatment for companies linked
to government figures.

An investigation by the National Audit Office (2020) revealed that billions of
pounds were awarded to companies with questionable qualifications. For
instance, PPE Medpro, a company with no previous experience in supplying
medical equipment, received a contract worth £200 million despite its owners
having links to Conservative Party officials. The Institute for Government
(2021) has criticized the government’s handling of these contracts, arguing that
the lack of transparency and proper checks resulted in the wasting of public
funds and favoured politically connected firms. The government’s defence of
these practices, citing the need for urgent procurement, failed to quell concerns
that this was a case of poor judgement, and in some cases, an attempt to conceal
corrupt practices in a crisis environment.
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Table 6: UK corruption scandals

Comp:any ! Contract Issue / Concern Key Link / Reference
Entity Value (£)
i\;o epszlzcl;l'JEoliticall National Audit Office
PPE Medpro | £200 million P P Y| (2020); Institute for
connected; under
. C Government (2021)
investigation
Supplied 50 million
Ayanda £252 million unusable face masks: National Audit Office
Capital no medical (2020)
procurement history
Small pest control
firm; awarded contract | National Audit Office
. i H
Pest Fix £350 million without open (2020)
competition
F holesal
Clandeboye . ood wholesaler Institute for Government
A . £108 million awarded PPE contract (2021
gencles via VIP lane

Cronyism has been a recurring theme in UK politics, particularly in recent years. Critics
argue that political appointments and government contracts often favour individuals
with close ties to political leaders or party donors. This phenomenon became especially
pronounced during the COVID-19 pandemic, where various companies with political
connections were awarded lucrative contracts without proper oversight.

Think tanks like Chatham House (2022) have highlighted that cronyism undermines
democratic accountability and breeds corruption, as individuals in power prioritize
loyalty and personal ties over competence and public interest. The practice of awarding
government contracts to friends and associates of influential political figures can foster
a culture of corruption, where the public’s interest is sidelined in favour of private gains.
This is not limited to the COVID era but extends to various other sectors of governance,
from public procurement to political appointments. The Institute for Government
(2021) argues that cronyism erodes public trust in democratic institutions, leaving
citizens disillusioned with the fairness of the political system.

The cases of MPs expenses, COVID fast track lanes, and cronyism highlight a
significant issue within British politics: whether these scandals are a result of poor
judgement or deliberate corrupt practices. While some argue that these actions stemmed
from lapses in judgement or administrative failures, many others contend that the
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consistent pattern of misconduct points to deeper systemic issues of corruption and lack
of accountability within the political system.

As the Institute for Government (2021) and Chatham House (2022) have pointed out,
the recurring nature of these scandals, coupled with a lack of sufficient punishment for
wrongdoers, suggests that these are not just isolated incidents. Instead, they reflect
broader systemic failures in governance, transparency, and ethics. The public’s trust in
political leaders is further undermined when such practices go unpunished or are seen
as being sanctioned by those in power. In conclusion, the question of whether these
actions are the result of poor judgement or corrupt practices is not easily answered.
However, there are deep flaws within the system that need addressing to ensure that
public office is held to the highest ethical standards. Until such systemic reforms are
implemented, the cycle of scandal and disillusionment will likely continue.

Are these scandals a result of poor judgement or corrupt practices?

Corrupt
Practices
These actions Poor
indicate systemic Judgement

corruption and lack
of accountability. These actions stem

from lapses in

judgement or
administrative
failures.

Abuse of Power: PM Starmer Caught in the Freebies Scandal Storm

Keir Starmer, the leader of the Labour Party and
Prime Minister of the UK, has faced scrutiny over his
acceptance of gifts and hospitality, raising concerns
about ethical governance and transparency. Since
2019, Starmer has declared gifts worth approximately
£107,145, making him the MP with the highest
declared value of gifts in the last parliamentary term
(Sky News, 2024). Among these, he received £12,588
worth of Premier League football tickets, which led to
concerns about potential conflicts of interest since the \

league was lobbying against government plans for a  gyitish Prime Min;st.e:r Sirkeir
football regulator (Reuters, 2024).0One of the most  Starmer.
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controversial aspects of the gifts scandal was the acceptance of £23,328 worth of Taylor
Swift concert tickets by Starmer and several Labour ministers (The Times, 2024).
Additionally, he received donations of clothing valued at £16,200 and eyewear worth
£2,485 from Labour peer Lord Waheed Alli (Sky News, 2024). The acceptance of these
gifts, especially from entities with vested interests, sparked debates on whether
Starmer’s actions contradicted his party’s emphasis on ethical leadership (The
Guardian, 2024).1 think that the "Freebie-gate" controversy surrounding Keir Starmer
is particularly significant because it challenges the promise of "ethical leadership" that
many voters hoped would follow the scandals of the previous administration.

Top 10 MPs accepting gifts
Party: [I] [EeIY] |LiB DEM

Total value of g fts eccepted®, declared since the Dacember 2079 generel election
Keir Starmer

Lucy Poveell

Greg Smith

Karen Bradley

Sir John Whittingdale
Jonathan Reynolds
NDame Camline Dinenage
Fd Davey

MNavendu Mishra

Caroline Nokes

SOURCE: Sky News/Tertoice Westminster Acceunts = *Excluding legal fees

Furthermore, allegations surfaced that Starmer had breached parliamentary rules by
failing to declare gifts received by his wife within the required 28-day period (The
Guardian, 2024b). This added to public frustration, as Labour had positioned itself as a
party committed to transparency. Facing increasing criticism, Starmer repaid over
£6,000 worth of gifts, including the Taylor Swift tickets and clothing, to address public
concerns (The Guardian, 2024¢). Additionally, he pledged to reform rules on ministerial
gifts and hospitality to prevent similar controversies in the future (The Guardian,
2024c). The controversy, dubbed “Freebie gate,” has had significant political
repercussions. Some Labour MPs have expressed concerns that it has damaged the
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party’s credibility, especially after positioning itself as a government of integrity (The
Guardian, 2024a). Moreover, public trust in Starmer’s leadership has been affected,
with critics arguing that the scandal undermines Labour’s message of ethical
governance (The Australian, 2024). The Lords standards watchdog also launched an
investigation into Lord Alli, further intensifying scrutiny on the matter (The Guardian,
2024c).

In conclusion, while Starmer has attempted to mitigate the fallout by repaying some
gifts and promising reforms, the scandal has highlighted the challenges of maintaining
ethical standards in political leadership. It serves as a reminder of the fine line between
political service and personal gain, especially for leaders advocating for transparency
and integrity in government.

Unpacking the Starmer Gifts Cantroversy

Premier League

/ Tickels
S E Taylar Swift
SZHY Concert Tickets

f -. Clothing
%) Donations

Keir Starmer's
Controversy e

Eyewear
Donations

Deputy Prime Minster, Angela Rayner: Misuse of Authority

Angela Rayner, the UK's Deputy Prime Minister and
Labour’s Deputy Leader, faced scrutiny over her
acceptance of gifts and donations, particularly from
Labour peer Lord Waheed Ali. In June 2024, she
received clothing donations valued at £3,550 from
Lord Alli, initially declared as a "donation in kind for
undertaking parliamentary duties," but later
amended to specify that the clothes were for "work
purposes” (The Independent, 2024). Additionally,
Rayner stayed at Lord Alli’s New York apartment
over the New Year period, an arrangement she
insisted was properly declared and did not breach

(L8 ‘@.f_\; Ol

parliamentary rules (The Guardian, 2024). As public ~ Former Deputy Leader Angela
criticism mounted over Labour leaders accepting ~ Rayner.

gifts, Rayner, alongside Keir Starmer and Chancellor

Rachel Reeves, announced they would no longer accept clothing donations from donors
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(The Guardian, 2024b). However, the controversy raised broader questions about
Labour’s commitment to ethical governance, as critics argued that such practices
contradicted the party’s emphasis on transparency (The Times, 2024). Rayner defended
her actions, stating that MPs across all parties had historically accepted gifts and that
she had adhered to all required declarations (The Independent, 2024). While Labour
leaders have attempted to mitigate the fallout, the issue underscored growing concerns
over ethical standards in political life.

UK in Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI)

The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) uses a scale of 0 to 100 to assess the
perceived integrity of a country’s public institutions:

¢ Ahigh score (close to 100) indicates low perceived corruption, strong rule of
law, and good governance.

o Alow score (close to 0) suggests high levels of perceived corruption, weak
oversight, and institutional failure.

In recent years, concerns over political integrity, transparency, and accountability have
led to a notable decline in the United Kingdom’s standing in global anti-corruption
metrics. The most prominent of these is the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI),
published annually by Transparency International, which ranks countries based on
perceived levels of corruption in the public sector. While the UK has historically ranked
among the least corrupt nations globally, recent scandals ranging from COVID-19
procurement irregularities to political lobbying controversies have eroded this
reputation. Think tanks and civil society organisations have raised alarms, suggesting
that systemic vulnerabilities and lapses in ethical governance are contributing to a long-
term trend of declining public trust and international standing.

Table 7: UK CPI Index

Year CPI Score (0-100) Global Rank (of 180) Key Context

2012 74 8 Post-financial crisis recovery

2015 81 10 High institutional trust

2018 80 11 Stable public sector transparency
2020 71 11 Brexit tensions and lobbying concerns
2022 73 18 COVID-related contract controversies
2023 73 20 Ongoing Partygate scandal fallout
2024 7 2 Record-low sc;roe1 ie:ir;l;(li ;]s]i[ég corncerns over

(Source: Transparency International, 2024)
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CHAPTER 9

Pot Calling the Kettle Black

Birmingham's bin strikes turned residential streets into a post-apocalyptic rubbish fortress
because nothing says, 'British summer' like navigating a mountain of black bags.

The UK's "Western Knight" initiative exemplifies the strategic use of foreign aid to
further both developmental and geopolitical interests across various global regions. The
United Kingdom’s long-standing focus on international affairs stems from its colonial
legacy and post-war global responsibilities. With its imperial history, permanent seat at
the UN Security Council, and key role in NATO and the Commonwealth, Britain has
positioned itself as a global actor. This role was rebranded in the aftermath of Brexit
through the “Global Britain™ agenda, which aimed to maintain the UK’s international
relevance through trade, defence, and diplomacy. However, this globally focused
strategy has increasingly been viewed as misaligned with the needs of a struggling
domestic landscape. The Institute for Government (2021) critiques this posture, arguing
that while Britain outwardly expands its diplomatic and military footprint, internal
governance and socio-economic challenges remain sidelined. James O'Brien argues
that the UK media has moved into an era where "simple truth has become negotiable"
and accountability has vanished.
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“The United Kingdom has become a country where, both for editors and commentators
gifted influence by their plutocratic patrons, and for the political figures they favour,
there are now no rules. Truth has become negotiable and proven liars have flourished
as never before"

Disproportionate Military Spending

The United Kingdom remains one of the highest defence spenders globally. As per data
provided in Hassan (2023), the UK allocated approximately $74.9 billion to military
spending in 2023, which constituted 2.3% of its GDP, ranking sixth worldwide.
Although defence is crucial for national security and strategic deterrence, this level of
expenditure has drawn criticism for being out of step with the deteriorating state of
essential public services. As think tanks such as the Royal United Services Institute
(RUSI, 2023) observe, Britain's growing commitment to international military
engagements, such as its support to Ukraine and Indo-Pacific deployment strategies,
has occurred in parallel with budgetary strains on healthcare, education, and social
services.

Poverty and Economic Inequality at Home

While investing billions abroad, the UK faces alarming socio-economic disparities at
home. The Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2024) reports that over 14.4 million people
are living in poverty, including 4.2 million children a troubling figure for one of the
world’s largest economies. Additionally, the Resolution Foundation (2023) identifies
wage stagnation and declining living standards as critical trends over the past decade,
with Britain witnessing the worst drop in real household incomes since the Second
World War. These statistics undermine the credibility of the UK’s international
advocacy for social justice and development, highlighting a gap between foreign policy
rhetoric and domestic economic realities.

NHS Crisis and Public Service Strain

The National Health Service (NHS), often regarded as a cornerstone of British identity,
is experiencing unprecedented strain. According to NHS Digital (2023), over 7.8
million individuals were on NHS waiting lists in England alone, with staffing shortages
and delayed surgeries becoming the norm. These systemic challenges are exacerbated
by underinvestment and poor resource allocation, particularly when compared to the
rising military and foreign aid budgets. The Institute for Government (2023) contends
that the British government’s inability to reconcile its global ambitions with internal
service delivery failures reflects a critical misalignment of priorities.
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Table 8: UK Military Spendings, Poverty Statistics and NHS waiting lists

Category Detail Source
Military Spending $74.9 billion (2.3% of Royal United Services Institute
(2023) GDP) (RUSI) (2023)
Poverty Statistics Over 14.4 million people in Joseph Rowntree Foundation

poverty, including 4.2
(2024) million children (2024)

NHS Waiting Lists Over 7.8 million

(2023) individuals on waiting lists NHS Digital (2023)

Media Biasness and Political double standard

Arecurring critique from analysts is that the UK’s foreign policy also serves a domestic
political function: distraction. The Institute for Public Policy Research (2023) explains
that foreign engagements are often amplified in political rhetoric and media coverage
to deflect from internal crises. The most notorious example of this dynamic is the lead-
up to the 2003 invasion of Iraq. In September 2002, the UK government published a
dossier titled Iraq's Weapons of Mass Destruction, which contained the sensational
claim that the Iraqi military could deploy chemical or biological weapons within 45
minutes of an order being given (Horton, 2003).

This strategic externalisation allows governments to shift public discourse away from
economic hardship, housing shortages, and social unrest, and instead focus national
attention on security, sovereignty, and global alliances. This tactic, though politically
expedient, risks long-term damage to public trust and democratic accountability.

UK Aid Budget: The "Western Knight" Initiative and UK Global Strategy

UK aid is financial and other assistance from the UK government to developing
countries to help tackle poverty and support human rights, education, and economic
development. The "Western Knight" initiative stands as a prominent example of the
UK's strategic use of foreign aid to extend its influence while promoting Western values
internationally. This program strategically targets developing regions where Western
presence is vital to counteract growing geopolitical competitors such as China and
Russia.
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The UK's foreign aid strategy under the "Western Knight" initiative is multifaceted,
designed to enhance its geopolitical stance and uphold international security and
economic growth in alignment with Western interests. According to Chatham House
(2023), the initiative aims not only to foster stability and prosperity in recipient
countries but also to secure UK strategic interests through soft power. This approach
seeks to create and maintain alliances, often positioning the UK as a benevolent partner
while securing footholds for British businesses and political influence (Chatham
House, 2023). Economically, the "Western Knight" initiative is viewed as a catalyst for
opening new markets in the developing world. Investments in infrastructure,
technology, and human capital are seen as precursors to trade relations that benefit both
the recipient countries and the UK. The Overseas Development Institute (2023) notes
that these investments often align with areas where UK firms can supply expertise and
products, thus creating a symbiotic relationship between aid and economic gains for the
UK. However, this approach has sparked debate regarding the fine line between
development aid and economic self-interest (ODI, 2023).

Politically, the initiative serves as a tool for promoting democratic values and systems
in regions vulnerable to authoritarian influences. The International Institute for
Strategic Studies (2023) highlights the UK’s efforts through "Western Knight" to
support democratic institutions, free press, and human rights, which are fundamental to
the liberal Western order. Nonetheless, this strategy is sometimes viewed critically as a
modern form of influence peddling, where aid is used to shape political landscapes in
line with UK preferences (IISS, 2023).

Domestic Criticisms

Despite its international ambitions, the "Western Knight" initiative faces significant
scrutiny both at home and abroad. Domestically, there is a growing discourse, as
highlighted by the Institute for Public Policy Research (2023), on whether foreign aid
expenditures are justifiable when the UK itself is grappling with public service cuts and
economic challenges. This critique is fuelled by concerns that foreign aid might be
serving external interests at the expense of domestic priorities (IPPR, 2023).

Internationally, the transparency and effectiveness of the aid provided are often
questioned. Transparency International has raised concerns about the accountability
mechanisms governing aid distribution, suggesting that without stringent checks, aid
funds can be misused or diverted, thus failing to achieve their intended goals
(Transparency International).

The withdrawal of state provision has had a compounding effect on the UK’s most
vulnerable populations. Statistics from recent years indicate a sharp rise in relative
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poverty and a burgeoning homelessness crisis, with local councils struggling to provide
temporary accommodation amid budget cuts. This socioeconomic instability is
intrinsically linked to rising crime rates in many urban centres. Without stable housing
or economic opportunity, the "Broken Society" becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy,
where crime and anti-social behaviour flourish in the absence of the community
empowerment originally promised by the 2010 reforms. Critics argue that expecting
charities and social enterprises to fix these deep-seated structural issues without
significant government investment was always an unrealistic expectation.

UK's Foreign Aid

UK foreign aid as a sophisticated tool that combines genuine altruism (development
and humanitarian support) with clear geopolitical and security objectives under an
implied "Western Knight" framing.

Key regional examples:
1. Sub-Saharan Africa (focus: Nigeria)

o £200 million (2018-2022) targeted poverty reduction and indirectly
countered Boko Haram extremism.

o Dual purpose: local stability + reducing global jihadist threats that
could affect the UK.

2.  Southeast Asia (focus: Indonesia)

o =~£150 million (2016-2021) strengthened democratic governance,
SMEs, and renewable energy.

o  Explicit counter to Chinese influence via the Belt and Road Initiative
while promoting sustainable development.

3. Eastern Europe (Ukraine)

o Since 2014: >£400 million initial non-military/military aid for
governance, economic reform, and defence.

o Post-2022 escalation (as of April 2025):

= £2.26 billion G7 loan (March 2025) for defence and
economic resilience.

= £1.6 billion for >5,000 air-defence missiles (Belfast
production).
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=  Recent military packages (£225 million Dec 2024 + £150
million Feb 2025): drones, tanks, air-defence systems.

=  Humanitarian total £477 million (with £120 million added
for 2024-25).

o Core aim: bolster Ukrainian sovereignty, reduce Russian influence,
uphold international law.

4. Middle East (Syrian crisis)
o £3.1 billion since 2011 — one of the largest global donors.

o Supports refugees (food, health, education) and host-country
infrastructure, preventing wider regional destabilisation.

UK aid is deliberately “strategic”. It pursues poverty reduction, democracy, and
humanitarian goals while simultaneously advancing British national security,
countering rival powers (China, Russia, jihadist groups), and maintaining Western
influence in critical regions. The approach is presented as nuanced, calculated, and
effective realpolitik wrapped in developmental and moral rhetoric.
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CHAPTER 10

Culture, Religion, and Gender

In exploring the United Kingdom's approach to
culture, religion, and gender, there emerges a
compelling narrative of the country positioning
itself as a global champion of diversity and
equality while grappling with significant
challenges within its own borders. This
dichotomy is critical to understanding the UK's
complex identity as both an advocate for global
values and a nation facing internal

contradictions.

Culture: Global Diversity, Confronting Disparity Locally

The UK has long promoted itself as a beacon of multiculturalism, with governmental
and non-governmental bodies like the British Council fostering international cultural
exchanges. These initiatives aim to build bridges and enhance mutual understanding
across diverse communities globally. However, this outward celebration of diversity
often masks the struggles at home, where multicultural policies face scrutiny and
challenges. The Institute of Race Relations (2023) provides a stark assessment of the
state of multiculturalism in the UK, noting persistent racial disparities in employment,
education, and law enforcement. Such disparities point to a significant gap between the
UK's international image and its domestic reality, highlighting issues of systemic
racism that undermine its global stance on cultural integration (Institute of Race
Relations, 2023). In my view, I think that the "Global Britain" agenda manifested in
initiatives like the "Western Knight" creates a striking paradox where billions are spent
on international influence while millions of UK citizens live in poverty.

Religion: External Advocacy vs. Internal Challenges

On the religious front, the UK actively condemns religious persecution and supports
initiatives to promote religious freedom worldwide. Reports by Freedom House (2023)
have lauded the UK for its international efforts to protect religious minorities in regions
plagued by sectarian violence. However, domestically, the picture is not as pristine. The
Runnymede Trust's reports (2023) on rising Islamophobia and anti-Semitic incidents
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within the UK paint a troubling picture of religious intolerance. These issues are
exacerbated by sensational media coverage and polarizing political rhetoric, which
often stoke fear and misunderstanding among the populace. This inconsistency raises
questions about the effectiveness and sincerity of the UK's global religious advocacy,
suggesting a need for a more robust internal focus on fostering genuine religious
harmony (Runnymede Trust, 2023).

QIK l{“ 14) Ous ;‘iﬂ“”lﬁ: on < 001 .':“s:"

Sources: Office for National Statistics (ONS), National Records of Scotiand (NRS), Northern
Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA)

Key Trends

¢ Decline in Christianity: There has been a significant decrease in the
proportion of the population identifying as Christian, dropping from 71.6% in
2001 to 46.5% in 2021.

e Rise in Non-Religious Affiliation: The percentage of individuals reporting
no religious affiliation has increased notably, from 23.2% in 2001 to 37.8% in
2021.
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o  Growth of Islam: The Muslim population has grown from 2.7% in 2001 to
6.0% in 2021, reflecting demographic changes and immigration patterns.

e  Stability in Other Religions: Religions such as Hinduism, Sikhism, Judaism,
and Buddhism have seen slight increases or remained relatively stable over
the two decades.

These trends indicate a shift towards a more religiously diverse and secular society in
the UK over the past 20 years.

Gender: Leading Internationally, Lagging Nationally

In terms of gender equality, the UK has positioned itself as a leader, with the
Department for International Development (DFID) spearheading numerous initiatives
aimed at empowering women in the developing world. These programs focus on
increasing women's economic independence, reducing gender-based violence, and
ensuring equitable access to education and healthcare. However, challenges persist at
home, where issues like the gender pay gap and underrepresentation in leadership roles
across various sectors remain prevalent. The Women’s Equality Network (2023)
critiques the slow pace of progress, especially in high-paying sectors such as finance
and technology, where disparities are most pronounced. Despite legal frameworks
aiming to ensure equality, practical enforcement and cultural shifts lag, suggesting a
need for more concerted efforts to match the UK's international rhetoric with domestic
action (Women’s Equality Network, 2023).

Gender Identity Distribution in Populatian
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Queslion

The juxtaposition of the UK's international advocacy for cultural diversity, religious
freedom, and gender equality against its internal struggles with these very issues
highlights a critical need for introspection and realignment. As the country continues to
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advocate for global standards, it must also intensify efforts to address the discrepancies
at home. This alignment is not merely a matter of policy but of credibility and ethical
consistency. The future effectiveness of the UK’s stance on global issues will
significantly depend on its ability to harmonize its internal practices with its external
preaching.

Understanding the LGBTQ+ Community in the UK

The LGBTQ+ acronym encompasses a diverse spectrum of sexual orientations and
gender identities, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning,
and others such as intersex, asexual, and pansexual individuals. This group represents
a rich tapestry of human experiences and identities that challenge the traditional norms
of sexuality and gender. Quantifying the LGBTQ+ population in the UK is complex
due to the sensitivity of the data and variations in survey methods. According to the
latest figures from the Office for National Statistics (ONS), about 2.7% of the UK
population identified as lesbian, gay, or bisexual in 2021. This statistic is particularly
higher among younger individuals, reflecting possibly greater openness and societal
acceptance in younger demographics. Estimates regarding those who identify as
transgender or non-binary suggest that up to 1% of the population may fall into these
categories, though data collection on this aspect is less robust.

Table 9: UK LGBTQ+ Statistics

Category Details Source Reference
Approx. 2.7%
identify as lesbian,
gay, or bisexual;
up to 1% identify
as transgender or
non-binary (2021)
Legalized in
England, Wales,
Scotland (2014),
and Northern
Ireland (2020)

Office for National Statistics
(ONS), "Sexual Orientation,
UK"

LGBTQ+ Identification

UK Government, "Marriage
(Same Sex Couples) Act 2013"

Same-Sex Marriage
Legalization
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The Evolving Stance of Christian Communities on LGBTQ+ Issues

The position of Christian communities on
LGBTQ+ issues is complex and varies
widely across different denominations and
cultures. Historically, many mainstream
Christian  denominations have  held
conservative views on LGBTQ+ matters,
often citing religious doctrines that interpret
homosexual acts as contrary to biblical
teachings. However, there has been a i
significant shift in some sections of the  Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Christian community towards a more  Jerusalem

inclusive approach. For example, the Episcopal Church in the United States and the
Church of England have made moves towards inclusivity through the blessing of same-
sex unions and the ordination of LGBTQ+ clergy. These actions demonstrate a
departure from traditional views and reflect a broader trend of liberal theology gaining
ground in some parts of the Christian world (Harvard Divinity School, 2021).

Conversely, conservative Christian groups, such as the Roman Catholic Church and
many evangelical denominations, maintain a traditional stance. These groups typically
oppose same-sex marriage and the ordination of LGBTQ+ people, based on their
interpretations of biblical texts. The Vatican, for instance, has reaffirmed its position
that homosexual acts are "intrinsically disordered," although there has been a call from
within the Church to welcome and respect LGBTQ+ individuals (Pontifical Council for
the Family, 2016). Think tanks like The Pew Research Centre provide extensive data
on the views of religious groups concerning LGBTQ+ rights. According to their studies,
there is a stark polarization within Christian communities in America, with a significant
divide between those who support LGBTQ+ rights and those who oppose them based
on religious beliefs (Pew Research Centre, 2020).

This dichotomy within Christian communities illustrates the ongoing evolution of
religious thought and practice in contemporary society. It is a testament to the dynamic
interplay between tradition and modernity, where each community grapples with
maintaining doctrinal fidelity while responding to the call for greater inclusivity and
recognition of LGBTQ+ rights.
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Jewish Religious Interpretations of LGBTQ+ ldentities

Jewish religious interpretations of
LGBTQ+ identities centre primarily on
Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13, which
prohibit male same-sex sexual relations
(to’evah) in most traditional readings
(Milgrom, 2000; Boyarin, 1995).
Orthodox Judaism generally maintains
this prohibition as halakhically binding,

viewing homosexual acts though not
orientation itself as forbidden, while
emphasising compassion toward
individuals (Lamm, 2000; Rapoport,
2004). Conservative Judaism, following the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards’

The Star of David glowing in stained glass,
the Western Wall alive with women's prayers.

2006 and 2012 responsa, permits same-sex marriage and ordination of LGBTQ+ rabbis
for those who accept egalitarian hermeneutics, reinterpreting Levitical verses as
addressing ancient idolatrous or coercive practices rather than consensual modern
relationships (Dorff et al., 2006; Nevins, 2012). Reform and Reconstructionist
movements fully affirm LGBTQ+ identities and relationships, treating the Levitical
prohibitions as non-binding in the contemporary ethical context and prioritising human
dignity (pikuach nefesh) and loving relationships (Washofsky, 2001; Reconstructionist
Rabbinical Association, 2004).

Islamic Religious Interpretations of LGBTQ+ Identities

Islamic jurisprudence (figh) unanimously 3 . .

considers same-sex sexual acts as haram L m
(forbidden), based primarily on the Quranic
narrative of the people of Lut which is
interpreted by classical and contemporary
scholars as condemning homosexual
behaviour (Al-Tabari, 2001; Al-Qurtubi,
2006; Kugle, 2010). All four Sunni

madhhabs (Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi, Hanbali) Tlhe Kaaba gt thg heartpf tawaf: millions
circle, one direction unites.

and the major Shia schools prescribe severe
punishments, ranging from death to discretionary measures depending on evidential
requirements and school (Ibn Qudama, 1997; Al-Hilli, 2001). Modern mainstream
institutions such as Al-Azhar University and the Islamic Figh Council continue to
uphold this prohibition. (Al-Azhar Fatwa Committee, 2019; International Islamic Figh
Academy, 2009).
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CHAPTER 11

Are we a Polarised or Populist Nation?
Political polarisation and populism are distinct but interconnected phenomena in
modern politics. Polarization describes a societal or political divide, while populism is
a specific strategy or ideology that often exacerbates such divides. The landscape of the
United Kingdom's social and political arena has become increasingly characterized by

T BREXIT DO GET BREXIT C
" BRITAN'S POTEH UNLEASH BRITAIN'S 207

GET BRE)(IT DONE
LEASH SRITMN'S POTENTIA

D e GONSERMATAL

Boris Johnson, then-Prime Minister and Conservative Party leader, delivers an energetic
speech at a rally during the 2019 UK general election campaign.

polarization and populism. These phenomena are not isolated but are interlinked with
global trends, yet they manifest distinctly in the UK due to its unique historical, social,
and political contexts. I think that the discussion on Are we a Polarised or Populist
Nation? highlights a society deeply divided between nationalist rhetoric and the
practical realities of a globalized economy. 'Brien also agrees that the anti-immigration
version of Brexit was sold to the public under false pretences, famously stating that if
it had been covered by the Trades Description Act, readers would be entitled to a refund.

Rise of Populism

The roots of populism in the UK can be traced back to various socio-political
developments over the past decades. Significant events such as the financial crisis of
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2008, which engendered widespread distrust in financial and political institutions, set
the stage for populist narratives. Populists have framed these events as emblematic of
a broader disconnect between the 'elite’ comprising politicians, experts, and business
leaders and the ‘ordinary' citizens. This narrative gained substantial traction,
culminating powerfully in the Brexit referendum of 2016. Analysts from the Centre for
Economic Policy Research (2021) highlight how Brexit was effectively utilized by
populist figures who championed the cause as a fight against the establishment and for
returning control to the British people. The effectiveness of populist rhetoric in the UK
is notably evident in its ability to polarize public opinion on various issues, particularly
immigration and national sovereignty. Think tanks such as the British Social Attitudes
Survey have documented growing divides in British society, with increasingly
entrenched positions that align with either a cosmopolitan or a nationalist outlook (Nat
Cen Social Research, 2020). These divides are often expressed in stark terms, with little
room for middle ground, leading to a fragmented societal landscape where consensus
is challenging to achieve.

The Far-Right Movement under guise of Political Party

The rise of the far-right in the UK is a
significant aspect of its populist surge.
Parties like UKIP and figures such as
Tommy Robinson have not only
influenced public discourse but have
also reshaped the political landscape.
These entities and individuals have
been particularly effective in
mobilising  support through a
discourse  that  often  vilifies
immigrants and other marginalised

groups, framing such populations as Ex Conservative MP Robert Jenrick speaks
’ at a podium now in REFORMUK.

threats to British cultural and
economic life. The Institute for Strategic Dialogue (2022) notes that this tactic has not
only fuelled divisions but has also led to an increase in hate crimes and societal tensions.
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Reform UK: A Far-Right Movement

Reform UK, which evolved from the Brexit
Party, represents another facet of British
populism. Focused on political and institutional
reform, this party argues that significant
changes are necessary to address perceived
democratic deficits within the UK's political
system. Their platform suggests that current
political structures do not adequately represent
the will of the people, advocating for reforms to
enhance direct democratic mechanisms
(Reform UK, 2021). The consequences of such
polarization are profound. Social cohesion is undermined, and there is a noticeable
impact on the collective ability to address national challenges, such as economic
recovery post-pandemic and the integration of immigrants. The Royal Society for the
encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (2021) discusses how
polarization complicates policy formulation, with polarised groups often having

Leader of Reform UK Nigel Farage

conflicting priorities that make comprehensive strategies difficult to implement.

In sum, the UK’s experience with populism and polarization is shaping its
contemporary social, political, and economic landscapes in significant ways. As the
country navigates these challenges, the path forward requires a careful balance of
acknowledging populist grievances while fostering inclusive dialogue and policies that
aim to bridge divides rather than deepen them.

Far-Right Movement Comparison

Hovementirious m -
= 5
‘Qu Influence on Discourse Effective

m -

{4 Political Reform
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The Benefits of Immigration to the UK

Immigration to the United Kingdom delivers
clear economic and social benefits,
particularly through international students
and skilled workers who contribute
significantly more to taxes than they consume
in public services, helping to offset the fiscal
pressures of an ageing population (Migration
Observatory, 2025). International students
alone generated a net economic benefit of
£37.4 billion for the 2021/22 cohort, through Heathrow Airport, London.

tuition fees, living expenditures, and

subsequent contributions, while also cross-subsidising domestic higher education and
enriching campus diversity (Universities UK, 2023; House of Commons Library,
2025). Skilled migrants, including those on Health and Care Worker visas, fill critical
shortages in the NHS and social care sectors, comprising a substantial portion of the
workforce and maintaining essential services without significant adverse effects on
wages or employment for UK-bormn workers (NHS Employers, 2025; CEPR, 2025).

Even lower-skilled immigration supports vital industries such as agriculture,
hospitality, and construction, enhancing economic flexibility and productivity, with
overall migration showing negligible negative impacts on native employment while
often creating additional jobs through increased demand and entrepreneurship
(Economics Help, 2025; Economics Observatory, 2025). Migrants tend to be younger
and more economically active, making net positive fiscal contributions that bolster
public finances over the long term (Davidson Morris, 2025).

In contrast, far-right propaganda frequently distorts these realities by portraying
immigration as a primary driver of housing shortages, job losses, and rising crime,
claims that lack robust evidence and often rely on selective or misleading data
(Guardian, 2025). Assertions linking migrants to increased criminality, for instance,
ignore demographic factors and fail to demonstrate causal relationships, while housing
pressures stem more from chronic underbuilding and policy failures than population
growth alone (IPPR, 2025; Marie Claire UK, 2025). Such narratives scapegoat
immigrants for systemic issues, overlooking their role in sustaining growth and public
services amid domestic challenges.
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Tommy Robinson- EDL

Tommy Robinson, originally Stephen Yaxley-
Lennon, has significantly influenced far-right
extremism within the United Kingdom, primarily
through founding the English Defence League
(EDL). Robinson's activism centres around anti-
Muslim rhetoric, portraying Islam as inherently
incompatible  with  Western  values. His
provocative street protests frequently escalate into
violence, contributing to increased tensions
between communities and fuelling extremist
narratives (Hope Not Hate, 2024). Robinson’s  Briish Far Right Figure Tommy

. A Robinson, originally Stephen Yaxley-
inflammatory rhetoric has also played a notable  Lennon.

role in the radicalization of individuals
sympathetic to far-right ideologies (Institute for Strategic Dialogue, 2020).

Nigel Farage- Reform UK

Nigel Farage has prominently shaped the rise of
right-wing populism within British politics, most
notably through his leadership of the UK
Independence Party (UKIP) and later Reform UK.
Farage effectively tapped into public dissatisfaction
surrounding immigration and national sovereignty,
framing these issues as existential threats to British
identity. His Brexit campaign significantly
mainstreamed  nationalist  rhetoric,  arguably
legitimizing far-right discourse within the UK's
political environment (Hope Not Hate, 2025;
Chatham House, 2019).

Leader of Reform UK Nigel Farage.

Gerard Batten-UKIP

Gerard Batten’s tenure as leader of United Kingdom
Independent Party (UKIP) a marked a pronounced shift
toward overt far-right ideologies, particularly his
explicit anti-Islam stance and controversial association
with Tommy Robinson. Batten's approach intensified
internal party divisions, leading to criticism that he had
deliberately courted extremist supporters. His actions

Leader of UKIP Gerard Batten
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contributed significantly to UKIP’s decline, reinforcing perceptions of the party as a
far-right entity rather than a legitimate political alternative (Hope Not Hate, 2024;
Institute for Strategic Dialogue, 2020).

Islamophebia: Negative Impact of Far-Right Movement

Islamophobia, defined as the fear, hatred,
or prejudice against Islam and Muslims,
has deep historical roots and continues to
manifest in various forms today.The
origins of Islamophobia can be traced back

UNITED
AGAINST

to the early interactions between Islamic
and Christian civilizations. During the
medieval period, particularly the Crusades
(1096-1291), Christian Europe viewed .
Islam as a rival faith and political threat. A powerful message of solidarity at a protest
This period saw the propagation of anti- rally: "UNITED AGAINST ISLAMOPHOBIA,"
. . P adorned with red and blue handprints
Muslim ser{tlments by the C.hrlstlan symbolizing raised hands in unity and
Church, which portrayed Muslims as  resistance against hate.
infidels and enemies of Christendom.

In the 18th century, Enlightenment thinkers like Voltaire contributed to the negative
portrayal of Islam. Voltaire's play "Mahomet" depicted the Prophet Muhammad as a
manipulative impostor, reinforcing stereotypes of Muslims as fanatical and oppressive.
The term "Islamophobia" itself emerged in the early 20th century. French colonial
administrators used the term "Islamophobia" to describe the anti-Muslim sentiments
prevalent in colonial policies.In the modern era, Islamophobia has evolved and
intensified, particularly in the aftermath of significant geopolitical events. The 9/11
terrorist attacks in 2001 marked a turning point, leading to increased scrutiny and
suspicion of Muslim communities worldwide. Policies like the U.S. Patriot Act and the
UK's Prevent strategy have been criticized for disproportionately targeting Muslims
and fostering a climate of fear and mistrust.

Media representations have also played a role in perpetuating Islamophobic narratives.
Muslims are often depicted as terrorists or extremists in films and news coverage,
reinforcing negative stereotypes Political rhetoric has further exacerbated
Islamophobia. Far-right leaders like Marine Le Pen in France and Nigel Farage in the
UK have used anti-Muslim sentiments to garner support, framing Muslims as a threat
to national identity and security. Islamophobia also manifests in hate crimes and
discrimination. Muslim women, particularly those wearing visible religious symbols
like the hijab, are often targets of verbal and physical attacks Islamophobia is a
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multifaceted issue rooted in historical prejudices and sustained by contemporary
political, media, and social dynamics. Addressing it requires a comprehensive approach
that includes policy reforms, education, and community engagement to promote
understanding and inclusivity.

Social Unrest in London

London's history of social unrest,
particularly evident in the 2011 riots and
the recent disturbances in Southport,
serves as a stark reminder of the persistent
societal and systemic challenges that the
UK faces. These events are not isolated
but are deeply intertwined with broader
social, economic, and racial issues that

require a comprehensive understanding  Riet police in full gear form an impenetrable
and proactive strategies to address. wall of shields, London 2024.

London on Fire (2011)

The London riots of August 2011,
triggered by the police shooting of Mark
Duggan, rapidly evolved into a
widespread expression of discontent that
spanned across various boroughs and
cities. The riots brought to the surface the
frustrations of many, particularly young
people in urban areas, who felt
marginalized and disenfranchised by

mainstream society. The Institute for A double-decker London bus is completely
Public Policy Research (IPPR) provided a engulfed in flames on Tottenham High _Road
thorough analysis in 2012, identifying the S:!ngufhrﬁgri%:o (I:Ehnagcl)?d riots, turning a
riots as symptomatic of deeper social

problems such as high youth unemployment, racial profiling, and significant economic
inequality. The report emphasized that the violence was a manifestation of accumulated
grievances, where policing was merely the spark in a tinderbox of unresolved socio-
economic issues (IPPR, 2012).

A protest two days later morphed into more widespread disorder. This led to an
estimated 5 deaths, 200 injuries, 3000 arrests and over £200 million of property
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damage. Severe jail terms were imposed to deter future lawlessness. (London School
of Economics, 2019).

Hate against Muslims-The Southport Incidents 2024

The Southport incidents in July-August
2024 involved a tragic stabbing attack on
29 July that killed three young girls,
followed by far-right riots fuelled by
online misinformation falsely claiming
the perpetrator (Axel Rudakubana, a
British-born 17-year-old with no links to 5
Islam) was a Muslim asylum seeker. This m—

disinformation triggered violent anti-  Ambulances ablaze amid the wreckage and

: : . debris of the 2024 England riots in London,

Muslim hate, including an attack on . i
as emergency vehicles become engulfed in

Southport Mosque where rioters threw  flames during one of the most chaotic nights
bricks, set fires, and chanted anti-Islam  of civil unrest.

slogans (BBC News 2024). Subsequent

nationwide unrest saw mosques targeted, heightened Islamophobia, and a surge in
reported anti-Muslim hate crimes, with far-right groups exploiting false narratives to
incite violence against Muslim communities (Amnesty International 2025; Al Jazeera
2024).

The events highlighted how rapid spread of online falsehoods can amplify prejudice,
resulting in physical attacks on Muslim spaces and increased fear among British
Muslims (Tell MAMA via BBC 2025).

The cycle of social unrest in London highlights the urgent need for systemic reforms
that are sensitive to the socioeconomic and racial realities of modern Britain. While
external advocacy and international posturing on human rights are commendable, the
UK must also focus on rectifying the inequalities within its borders. Bridging the gap
between national policies and local realities is crucial for building a more equitable and
just society. Further details can be seen below Table 10
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Table 10: UK riots and unrest

Date Locatio Key Cause Key Outcome Reference
n
Apr-81 | Brixton Stop-and-search 300+ injuries, widespread | Scarman (1981)

tactics (Operation | damage; led to the
Swamp 81), racial | Scarman Report
tensions

Oct-85 | Broadwa | Dcath of Cynthia | PC Keith Blakclock killed; | Rowe (2004)
ter Farm, | Jarrett during police | severe property damage;

Tottenha | raid heightened police tensions
m

Mar- Central Introduction of the | 340 arrests, injurics to | BBC (2010)

90 London Community Charge | police and protestors; led to
(Poll Tax | ("Poll Tax") fall of Thatcher
Riot)

Aug-11 | Tottenha | Police shooting of | 3,000+ arrests, 5 deaths, | Home Affairs
m & | Mark Duggan, youth | £200M+ damage; led to | Committee (2011)
across disenfranchisement debate on policing and
London justice

Jul-24 Central Misinformation after | 100+ arrests; attacks on | The Guardian (2025)
London Southport stabbings; | mosques and  asylum-
far-right mobilisation | seeker housing; injuries to
police

Hate Crime Type
"

Race 91643

Sexual I
Crientation

Religious

Disability 14242

Transgender

Identi
] Number of

Incidents

Hate Crime Incidents by Type in UK

Source: Home Office (2023). Hate Crime, England and Wales, 2022/2023: Statistical Bulletin.
[online] Available at:
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Anti-War Protests in the United Kingdom (2003-2025)

L g B 4 _ " - § ' " ; & . : 1"-' [
e | W S Lo ot A §
A large crowd of pro-Palestinian demonstrators’ marches in London, waving
Palestinian flags.

The largest anti-war demonstration in UK history took place on 15 February 2003 in
London, organised by Stop the War Coalition (SWC) alongside the Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament (CND) and the Muslim Association of Britain. Estimates range
from 1 to 2 million participants, making it part of the biggest global coordinated protest
ever (up to 30 million worldwide). Protesters marched from Embankment and Gower
Street to Hyde Park, opposing the impending US-UK invasion of Iraq over unfounded
claims of weapons of mass destruction.

Despite the massive turnout, the invasion proceeded on 20 March 2003. Follow-up
protests continued, including school student walkouts and a large march on 22 March
2003 (estimates 200,000-500,000). The movement highlighted public opposition but
failed to halt the war, leading to reflections on its long-term impact, such as influencing
later parliamentary defeats on military action. After 2003, StWC organized dozens of
national demonstrations against ongoing occupations in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well
as interventions in Libya (2011) and proposed actions in Syria (notably contributing to
the 2013 parliamentary vote against bombing). Protests were smaller but consistent,
focusing on UK arms sales, civilian casualties, and imperialism. Opposition also
emerged to UK support in Yemen and airstrikes against ISIS.

Since October 2023, the United Kingdom has experienced one of the largest sustained
anti-war protest movements in its recent history, driven primarily by opposition to
Israel's military actions in Gaza and calls for an immediate ceasefire, an end to UK
arms exports to Israel, and recognition of Palestinian rights. Organised largely by the
Palestine Solidarity Campaign and coalitions including Stop the War, these
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demonstrations mobilised hundreds of thousands in London and other cities, continuing
into 2025 even after a fragile ceasefire was brokered in October, amid scepticism over
its longevity and demands for accountability regarding alleged genocide and UK

complicity (Al Jazeera, 2025).
Protests intensified following the government's July 2025 proscription of the direct-

action group Palestine Action as a terrorist organisation, leading to thousands of arrests
including mass detentions of elderly protesters for expressing support during peaceful
rallies challenging the ban (Al Jazeera, 2025; Amnesty International, 2025).1 also
believe that the history of anti-war protests from the 2 million people marching against
the Iraq War in 2003 to the sustained Gaza demonstrations in 2025 proves that a large
portion of the British public remains fundamentally at odds with the government's
foreign and domestic priorities.

Anti-war Statements by British Politicians

Robin Cook

Robin Cook's gravestone alongside his portrait, capturing its poignant legacy.

Former Foreign Secretary Robin Cook is renowned for his principled anti-war stance,
most notably his resignation from the UK Cabinet in March 2003 in opposition to the
Iraq War. In his resignation speech to the House of Commons, Cook criticised the lack
of international agreement for military action and highlighted double standards in
enforcing UN resolutions, stating: "I have heard it said that Iraq has had not months but
12 years in which to complete disarmament, and that our patience is exhausted. Yet it
is more than 30 years since resolution 242 called on Israel to withdraw from the
occupied territories. We do not express the same impatience with the persistent refusal
of Israel to comply" (Cook, 2003). This drew attention to perceived inconsistencies in
Western foreign policy towards the Isracli Palestinian conflict, while arguing against
pre-emptive war without broad support.
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Jeremy Corbyn

Former Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn has
been a vocal supporter of Palestinian rights and
a frequent participant in UK anti-war protests
related to Gaza. He has repeatedly called for an
immediate ceasefire, an end to UK arms sales
to Israel, and accountability for alleged war
crimes. At a pro-Palestine rally in London in
October 2023, Corbyn stated: "If you believe in
international law and human rights then you
must condemn what is happening now in Gaza
by the Israeli army" (Corbyn, 2023). In 2025,
he led efforts for a "Gaza Tribunal" examining
UK complicity and tabled bills for an
independent inquiry, arguing: "Until this

Jeremy Corbyn addressing a crowd
with Palestinian flags prominently in
the background.

government ends the sale of weapons to Israel, it remains complicit in the mass murder
of Palestinians" (Corbyn, 2025a). Corbyn has also defended the right to protest, urging

continued demonstrations despite restrictions.

Diane Abbott

Labour MP Diane Abbott has consistently
supported calls for a ceasefire in Gaza and
defended pro-Palestine protests. She has
criticised UK politicians for insufficient action,
stating at a demonstration: "British politicians
would [vote for a ceasefire] if they weren’t just
paying lip service to a ceasefire" (Abbott, 2024).
Abbott has voiced solidarity with protesters
facing disciplinary actions, arguing that peaceful
demonstrations should not be treated as
misconduct, and emphasised the need for
continued protests even post-ceasefire, noting:

Diane Abbott passionately addressing a
crowd.

"This ceasefire is clearly not enough, and we must be allowed to continue our protests"”
(Abbott, 2025). She has also highlighted the human cost in Gaza and linked restrictions
on protests to broader issues of racism and injustice.
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Tony Benn (1925-2014)

From his 1998 House of Commons speech
opposing bombing Iraq: "Aren't Arabs terrified?
Aren't lragis terrified? Don't Arab and lraqi
women weep when their children die? Doesn't
bombing strengthen their determination?
Every Member of Parliament tonight who votes
for the Government motion will be consciously
and deliberately accepting responsibility for the
deaths of innocent people if the war begins, as I
fear it will."

John McDonnell

On the 2003 Iraq War (2007 reflection): "I have
used every opportunity to oppose the government's
alliance with George Bush and the US-led military
occupation of Iraq which has resulted in the deaths
of over 655,000, caused untold human suffering
and given a huge boost to international terrorism
just as we warned it would."

George Galloway

In his 2005 testimony to the US Senate defending
against Irag-related allegations: "If the world had
listened to... me and the anti-war movement in
Britain, we would not be in the disaster that we are
in today... You are trying to divert attention from
the crimes that you supported.”

Clare Short

Resignation statement to Parliament (13 May
2003): "The UK is making grave errors in
providing cover for the US mistakes rather than
helping an old friend... The security council
resolution... contradicts the assurances 1 have
given... about the need for a UN-led process to
establish a legitimate Iraqi government. This
makes my position impossible."

These figures highlight a tradition of dissent
within UK politics against perceived unjust wars,

Prominent British Politician Tony

British Politician George

British Politician Clare Short

from the unprecedented 2003 protests to ongoing calls for peace in Gaza. Their

statements often emphasize civilian suffering, the failure of diplomacy, and opposition

to imperialism. In my view, the rise of figures like Nigel Farage and Tommy Robinson

shows how "elite-versus-people" narratives have been used to scapegoat immigrants

for systemic failures like housing shortages and NHS strain.
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CHAPTER 12

Economic Systems and their impact
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A world map illustrating the varying degrees of capitalism across countries, with darker
shades of blue indicating higher levels of capitalism (more free-market oriented economies
with minimal government intervention), lighter shades representing more government-
regulated mixed economies, and white or uncoloured areas denoting countries that are not
ranked or have lower economic freedom scores.

In this modern word, three types of economic systems i.e. capitalism, socialism and
communism are operational; fourth i.e. Islamic finance is being introduced but a long
way to go to prove whether this could be the alternative to the existing three systems.

Capitalism depends on privately owned enterprises and free markets that stimulate
innovation at the expense of greatly increasing income inequality and exposing the
working population to vulnerability. Socialism focuses on the collective or state
ownership of production, and wealth is redistributed by means of welfare programs to
improve the security of workers, but efficiency and entrepreneurship may be low.
Communism aims at achieving a society of no classes, of communal production and
distribution according to need where complete equality is achieved but there is a chance
of stagnation and loss of freedoms. Islamic Finance that is guided by Sharia principles
prohibits interests, encourages common risks and ethical investments, and enforces
Zakat in promotion of social justice, thus encouraging equitable results and limiting
some financial practices. The systems have disparate efficiency, equality and individual
incentives. The stark contrast between the theories of capitalism, socialism, and Islamic
finance reveals a fundamental tension in the UK: a nation that generates immense
wealth through private enterprise but struggles with the resulting income inequality and
social vulnerability.
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Table 11: Economic Systems in the word

owned, and each
person contributes
and receives
according to their
abilities and needs.

state; there is no
private ownership.
Goods and services
are distributed
based on individual
needs.

Economic System Definition Operation Impact on Working
Class

Capitalism An economic | Private companies | Often leads to wage
system based on | and  individuals | disparities and income
private ownership | own  production | inequality. The
of the means of | assets and operate | potential for high
production and | them for profit. | rewards incentivizes
their operation for | Prices, production, | innovation and
profit. Market | and the distribution | efficiency but can result
forces like supply | of goods are | in  limited  social
and demand | determined by | mobility and increased
determine competition in a | vulnerability for the
economic free market. lower economic
outcomes with classes.
minimal state
intervention.

Socialism An economic | The state often | Typically provides
system where the | owns and controls | greater security for the
means of | major industries. | working class through
production, Wealth generated | extensive social welfare
distribution, and | is redistributed | programs. However, it
exchange are | across society | may also lead to
owned or regulated | through  various | decreased  economic
by the community, | welfare initiatives | efficiencies and slower
often through the | aimed at reducing | growth due to reduced
state. economic incentives for

disparity. entrepreneurship.

Communism A classless, | All economic | Aims to eliminate class
stateless  society | planning and | distinctions;
where all property | distribution are | theoretically offers
is communally | controlled by the | complete economic

equality. In practice,
however, it can lead to
economic  stagnation
and lack of personal
freedom due to extreme
government control.
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Islamic Finance An economic | Financial activities | Provides a safety net
system that | and banking | through mandatory
operates in | services comply | almsgiving (Zakat) and

accordance  with | with Islamic law, | encourages risk-sharing
the rules of Sharia, | which includes the | through instruments
which prohibits | prohibition of | like Mudarabah (profit-

interest (usury) and | interest and | sharing) and
emphasizes risk- | investing only in | Musharakah (joint
sharing, ethical | activities that are | venture). This can lead
investments, and | not haram | to more equitable
social justice. (prohibited by | distribution but may
Islam). limit certain types of

investments.

Understanding the Capitalist System

The capitalist system,
fundamentally rooted in private
ownership and the pursuit of profit,
dominates  global  economies,
particularly in developed nations. It

\PITALISM

operates on principles where the | = . o
means of  production and . &
distribution are chiefly owned by
private individuals and
corporations, striving to maximize wealth and shareholder value. This system has been
both praised for driving innovation and economic growth and criticized for
exacerbating economic disparities. At its core, capitalism relies on the free market for
the allocation of resources, production, and services, driven by the laws of supply and
demand. Private entities control the means of production and operate them for profit,

which is realized by selling goods and services in competitive markets (Smith, 1776).

Capitalism and Wealth Accumulation

One of the fundamental critiques of capitalism relates to how it facilitates wealth
accumulation. This system encourages investment and capital growth, allowing
individuals and corporations that have capital to invest it further to generate more
wealth. However, this often results in significant wealth being concentrated in the hands
of a few, leading to wealth disparities where the rich get richer while the poor get poorer.
The phenomenon is exacerbated by capital's ability to move freely across borders,
seeking higher returns, often at the expense of equitable economic development within
societies (Piketty, 2014). The working class in capitalist economies often faces
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challenges that stem from wage stagnation and job insecurity. Despite rising
productivity, wages for many workers have remained stagnant, failing to keep up with
the cost of living (Stiglitz, 2012). This issue is particularly pronounced in larger
economies like the U.S., UK, and other industrialized nations where corporate profit
often takes precedence over wage growth.

Capitalism inherently prioritizes efficiency and profit maximization, which can lead to
the exploitation of labour. Employers may pay workers less than the value of their
output, a surplus that is then captured by capitalists as profit. This form of exploitation
is a critical factor contributing to the widening gap between the rich and the poor (Marx,
1867). Furthermore, globalization has enabled larger corporations to outsource labour
to countries with cheaper workforce costs, thus suppressing wages and undermining
labour standards globally (Rodrik, 2011). I think that the data from the COVID-19
pandemic period is particularly revealing. In my understanding, [ think that the
"tsunami” of homelessness with rough sleeping figures exploding by 662% between
2021 and 2022 proves that temporary buffers like "Everyone In" were not enough to
fix the underlying structural flaws of the economy. In my view, I think that when the
wealthiest 10% of households hold 44% of all wealth while the poorest 10% hold just
2%, the capitalist system is operating in a way that prioritizes capital accumulation over
social stability.

Income Inequality: The Widening Gap between Rich and Poor in the UK

Income inequality in the United Kingdom has been a growing concern, marked by a
significant and widening gap between the wealthiest and the poorest segments of

Wall Street protesters chant and march below, met by police, while affluent partygoers on the balcony
wave, smile, and capture the scene, fueling narratives of elite detachment from economic grievances.
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society. This issue not only affects economic stability but also has broader social and
political implications.

Since the late 20th century, the UK has seen a sharp increase in income inequality. The
economic policies of the 1980s, characterized by deregulation and privatization,
contributed significantly to the initial widening of this gap. Over the decades, these
disparities were exacerbated by varying rates of capital accumulation and income
growth between different socio-economic groups. According to the Office for National
Statistics (2021), the top 20% of earners in the UK now earns approximately six times
more than the bottom 20%, a disparity that has grown steadily since the early 1990s.
The concentration of wealth in the United Kingdom showcases a stark disparity that
mirrors the broader systemic issues prevalent in capitalist economies. According to data
from the Office for National Statistics (2022), the wealthiest 10% of households hold a
staggering 44% of all wealth, whereas the poorest 10% possess a mere 2%. This
discrepancy is a clear indicator of wealth accumulation at the top, leaving a significant
portion of the population with a disproportionately small share of national wealth.

Wealth Share

A

Household

. Wealth

Top 10% Next10% (80  Next20% (60- Middle20% (40-  Percentile
90%) 80%) 60%)

Household Wealth Distribution by Percentile
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Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic

The COVID-19
exacerbated

pandemic
existing  economic
pressures, leading to unprecedented
spikes in food bank usage. The
economic fallout from the pandemic,
characterized by job losses and
reduced working hours, pushed more
people towards seeking help from
food banks. Research from the

Institute for Fiscal Studies (2022)

indicates that during the first year of

the pandemic, nearly one in five households in the UK experienced food insecurity,

doubling the rate from the previous year. The reliance on food banks has sparked

significant debate about the adequacy of the UK's social safety net. Critics, including

several think tanks such as the Resolution Foundation, argue that the rise of food banks
signals a failure of governmental policy to adequately support its most vulnerable
citizens. They advocate for comprehensive reforms to the welfare system to provide
more robust support and reduce the need for emergency food aid (Resolution

Foundation, 2021).

Table 12: Impact of Covid-19 on UK

Metric 2020 Value 2021 Value | 2022 Value | Notes/Source
Homelessness & | Estimated rough sleepers | 274 (down | 320 (up | 2,440 (up 662%
Rough Sleeping (England, single-night | 37%  from | 17%) from 2021)
snapshot, Autumn) 2019)
Homelessness & | Households owed | 150,860 144,670 298,000 (up 106%)
Rough Sleeping prevention/relief  dutics (down 4%)
(England)
Homelessness & | Households in temporary | 87,000 94,870  (up | 117,370 (up 24%)
Rough Sleeping accommodation (England, 9%)
year-end)
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Business Total company | 12,634 14,048 (up | 25,000+ (up
Closures insolvencies (England 11%) 78%; Q2 alone
& Wales, annual) 5,629)
Business Businesses at risk of | 906,000 N/A N/A  (delayed
Closures closure (UK, est. incl. | (15.1% of surge)
unregistered) total)
Deaths & | Total deaths registered | 667,000 667,479 615,000 (39,400
Mortality (UK, annual) (73,500 (56,500 excess)
excess) excess)
Deaths & | Homeless deaths (UK, | 976 1,286 (up | 1,313 (up 2%)
Mortality all  causes; Dying 32%)
Homeless Project)
Deaths & | Homeless COVID-19 | 13 26 (up | Minimal  (est.
Mortality deaths (England & 100%) <50)
Wales)

From 2020 to 2022, the UK's COVID-19 response created a temporary buffer against
immediate crises but unleashed pent-up pressures, leading to a homelessness "tsunami"
and economic reckoning by 2022. Rough sleeping plummeted to 274 in autumn 2020
via Everyone In," which housed 37,500 rough sleepers and at-risk individuals by early
2021, limiting infections and averting an estimated 266 homeless COVID deaths in the
first wave alone. Yet, as eviction bans and funding tapered, numbers surged 17% to 320
in 2021 and exploded 662% to 2,440 in 2022, coinciding with 298,000 households
owed prevention/relief duties more than double 2020's 150,860, driven by job losses
and tenancy ends. Temporary accommodation trapped 87,000 households in 2020
(down from pre-pandemic peaks), but climbed to 94,870 in 2021 and 117,370 in 2022,
costing £1.6B annually by 2021/22 and affecting 42% families with children, often in
substandard B&Bs. Business insolvencies, meanwhile, nosedived to 12,634 in 2020
and 14,048 in 2021 amid furlough and moratoriums lowest on record but rebounded
sharply in 2022 to over 25,000, with Q2 alone at 5,629, as "zombie firms" collapsed in
retail, hospitality, and construction, risking 1.9M jobs from the 906,000 at-risk in 2020.

Mortality painted a dual picture: UK-wide deaths hit 667,000 in 2020 (73,500 excess,
98% spike in April) and 667,479 in 2021 (56,500 excess), easing to 615,000 in 2022
(39,400 excess), with COVID claiming ~200,000 lives cumulatively. For the homeless,
all-cause fatalities climbed relentlessly 976 in 2020, 1,286 in 2021 (up 32%), and 1,313
in 2022 (total >4,000 since 2019) with 85% under 65, 36% drug/alcohol-related, and
10% suicides; strikingly, 83% occurred in taxpayer-funded temp housing, not streets.
COVID's direct toll on this group was muted (13 deaths in 2020, 26 in 2021),
underscoring interventions' success, but indirect effects like isolation amplified
vulnerabilities. By 2022, experts warned of reversals without sustained Housing First
pilots, Local Housing Allowance uplifts, and insolvency reforms, as austerity's legacy
compounded pandemic scars.
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CHPATER 13

Impact of the 2008 Financial Crisis

The 2008 global financial P T
crisis, also known as the /- 5
Great Recession, was the [y h?’/. i
most sew.are economic § - N .c’ﬂdj :aﬂ“
downturn since the Great , 28

Depression of the 1930s. Its
origins lie in the United States

housing market, but its ripple

effects were felt across the 12 e
globe, including in the United Kingdom. Understanding the genesis of the crisis
requires a closer examination of financial deregulation, risky banking practices, and a
speculative housing bubble that ultimately led to systemic collapse. The impact of the
2008 Financial Crisis serves as the foundational "earthquake" that led to the social
fractures. I think that the transition from the subprime mortgage crisis in the U.S. to the
nationalisation of Northern Rock in the UK illustrates how globalised risk can devastate
local communities and public finances. The 2008 global financial crisis triggered a
severe recession in the UK, leading to significant job losses and increased housing
insecurity. Unemployment rose sharply from around 5.7% in 2008 to a peak of 8.1-
8.4% by 2011-2012, with the number of people unemployed reaching nearly 2.7 million
by the end of 2011 the highest rate since 1995 (ONS 2018; Macrotrends n.d.)

The U.S. Subprime Mortgage Crisis

The initial trigger for the meltdown was the bursting of the housing bubble in the United
States. Throughout the early 2000s, banks increasingly issued subprime mortgages
home loans offered to borrowers with poor credit histories. These loans were
characterized by low introductory interest rates followed by steep increases, which
many borrowers could not afford (Acharya et al, 2009). Crucially, these risky
mortgages were bundled into complex financial instruments known as mortgage-
backed securities (MBS) and collateralized debt obligations (CDOs). Global
investment banks and financial institutions bought and sold these securities under the
assumption that the housing market would continue to rise indefinitely.
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Globalisation of Risk

Due to global financial integration,
European and British banks also
heavily invested in U.S.-backed
securities. Major institutions in the
UK, such as Royal Bank of
Scotland (RBS) and HBOS, had
significant exposure to toxic assets.
When U.S. housing prices began to
fall in 20062007, default rates on
subprime mortgages surged, and
the value of mortgage-backed A trader holds the ironic "BAIL US OUT" sign outside the
securities plummeted (Reinhart & New York Stoclf Exchange al satirif:al plea .that

K K encapsulated public fury over the impending $700 billion
Rogoft, 2009). By mid-2007, signs taxpayer-funded rescue.
of a credit crunch appeared, and in
September 2008, the crisis escalated dramatically with the collapse of Lehman
Brothers, a major U.S. investment bank. This event caused panic across global markets
and led to a freeze in credit availability, known as the liquidity crisis. In the UK, the
effects were swift and severe. Northern Rock, a British bank heavily reliant on short-
term wholesale funding, was nationalized in early 2008 after a run on the bank. This
was followed by massive government bailouts for major institutions including RBS,
Lloyds TSB, and HBOS, costing UK taxpayers over £137 billion in direct support (IFS,
2010). The British government, led by then-Prime Minister Gordon Brown, launched
stimulus programs and support packages to stabilize the banking sector, restore market
confidence, and prevent a complete economic collapse. Despite these efforts, the UK

economy entered a deep recession, with GDP contracting by 6% between 2008 and
2009 (ONS, 2011).

Table 13: Global financial Crisis timeline 2001-2009

Date Event Significance Reference

. . High-risk loans issued to
S U.S. sub, Ach t
Hree i SUOPHIE | ) w-credit borrowers with charya ©

v londs 1. (2009
mortgage lending adjustable rates ol (2009

Early 2000s
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U.S. Gramm-Leach- Enabled risky financial
1999 Bliley Act repeals parts | integration between banks FCIC (2011)
of Glass-Steagall and investment houses
U.S: housing prices . _ Reinhart and
begin to fall; default Triggered devaluation of
2006-2007 . ;. Rogoff
rates on subprime loans | mortgage-backed securities (2009)
surge
. Banks reduce lending;
Mid-2007 Global credit crunch liquidity tightens in global | FCIC (2011)
begins
markets
First major UK bank run
14-Sep-07 bR:n“k"; g‘:g;zm Roek | ince the 19th century; marks | TFS (2010)
onset of UK’s banking crisis
Northern Rock UK government steps in to
Feb-08 nationalised by UK prevent collapse of major IFS (2010)
government mortgage lender
Triggers global financial
Collapse of Lehman . . .
15-Sep-08 Brothers in the U.S. panic and freeze in credit FCIC (2011)
markets
UK government bailout
for RBS, Lloyds TSB, Massive state intervention to
- IFS (201
Oct-08 and HBOS totalling | stabilise banking sector § (2010
over £137 billion
Deep recession impacts
UK GDP tracts b .
20082009 6% contracts by employment, housing, and ONS (2011)
° investment
2009 imatusand | sopportcconomy andrvore. | 1FS 0105
PP Y ONS (2011)

quantitative easing

market confidence
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USA: The epicentre of Financial Crisis

The 2008 financial crisis triggered not
only a global economic collapse but
also a wave of corporate bankruptcies
in the United States, particularly within
the financial services and automotive
sectors. These bankruptcies had far-
reaching implications, exacerbating
unemployment, diminishing investor

confidence, and requiring unprecedented government intervention to prevent systemic

collapse.

Lehman Brothers the catalyst

Arguably the most infamous corporate
failure during the crisis was that of
Lehman Brothers, the fourth-largest
investment bank in the U.S. at the time.
Founded in 1850, Lehman was heavily
invested in subprime mortgage-backed
securities and had a leverage ratio
exceeding 30:1, meaning it borrowed 30
times more than it held in capital. When
the value of its mortgage holdings
collapsed, the firm quickly lost investor

Lehman Brothers' headquarters at 745
Seventh Avenue in New York City.

and creditor confidence. On September 15, 2008, Lehman filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy, listing over $600 billion in assets, making it the largest bankruptcy in U.S.
history (FCIC, 2011). The U.S. government declined to rescue Lehman, believing a
bailout would encourage moral hazard. However, the decision triggered global panic,

freezing credit markets and prompting a cascade of economic disruptions.
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2008 Finacle Crisis Housing Market Crash
The 2008 financial crisis Breméltated one of the most severe housing market crashes in
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Country powerful symbol from the 2008

. i financial crisis.
American Inter
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AIG, one of "The’ [w
conglomerg_trei J’Lfg‘c inent collapse due
to its exposure to credit default swaps (CDS) a
form of Glnsuranrﬁe” ‘on mortgage-backed
securities. When those securities lost value,
AIG couldn’t &verits Obligations and faced a
liquidity crisis, To revent a total collapse of
the financial syst m, the U.S. government
intervened, gran_t;n;g @:$182 billion bailout in
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Impact on Housing Affordability

In the years following the crisis,
housing affordability deteriorated,
particularly for low- and middle-
income households. Although house
prices dropped during the immediate
crisis, wages stagnated, and mortgage
lending became tighter, making
homeownership inaccessible for many :
first-time buyers. According to the A person lies huddled under a gray blanket on
Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF), cold pavement against a brick wall, beside a

the aftermath of the crash saw a 179  handwriten = cardboard  sign = pleading

X N . "Homeless & Hungry" in a quiet cry for help.

increase in the number of low-income

households in unaffordable private

rented accommodation between 2008 and 2015 (JRF, 2017). Think tanks such as the
Resolution Foundation highlighted that the crisis marked a turning point where the
dream of homeownership began to fade for younger generations. In its housing report,
the Foundation observed that the under-35s were increasingly locked out of the housing
market due to stricter lending conditions, rising deposits, and reduced job security
(Resolution Foundation, 2018).

One of the most devastating social consequences of the housing crash was the rise in
homelessness. The Centre for Social Justice (CSJ) found that by 2015, statutory
homelessness in the UK had risen by over 50% from its 2009 levels, with thousands of
individuals and families living in temporary accommodations or on the streets (CSJ,
2016). Local authorities, already under financial pressure from austerity, struggled to
cope with the increased demand for housing support and emergency shelters.

Moreover, the New Economics Foundation (NEF) noted that housing insecurity
became more widespread across Britain as councils were forced to sell off social
housing stock while not building replacements, further diminishing affordable housing
availability (NEF, 2015).
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CHAPTER 14

National Health Service (NHS) on the Verge of Collapse

The National Health Service
(NHS), often described as the
backbone of Britain’s welfare state,
was founded in 1948 to provide free
healthcare at the point of delivery,
based on need rather than the ability
to pay. Despite its foundational
ethos of universality and equity, the
NHS now faces unprecedented

challenges. A decade of fiscal
restraint, rising demand, and

| Sea of blue banners fills the streets of London as healthcare
chronic workforce shortages have  supporters march in unity, demanding "MORE STAFF MORE
BEDS MORE FUNDS" for the beloved NHS amid calls to end

eroded public confidence and /™ privatisation,
constrained  healthcare  access

across the UK. The country’s healthcare system is currently grappling with overlapping
crises ranging from excessively long waiting lists to staff attrition and under-capacity
which collectively threaten the promise of equal and timely medical care. The
discussion on the National Health Service (NHS) on the Verge of Collapse represents
the most painful evidence of a "broken society” for the average citizen. I think that the
transition from a system of universal equity to one where 7.7 million people are on
waiting lists and 11,000 doctors have fled abroad signals a fundamental breakdown in
the British social contract.

The NHS has experienced substantial financial pressure since the austerity period that
began in 2010. Although overall NHS funding has increased in nominal terms, real-
terms spending has not kept pace with inflation, population growth, and the increased
cost of healthcare technology and treatment. Between 2010 and 2019, health spending
in the UK grew by only 1.4% annually in real terms, compared to the historical average
of 3.7% (Institute for Fiscal Studies, 2022). This chronic underinvestment has
culminated in a serious capacity shortfall. As 02023, the UK has just 2.5 hospital beds
per 1,000 people, one of the lowest rates in the OECD (OECD, 2023). This shortage
severely restricts the ability of hospitals to manage both elective and emergency care,
particularly during winter surges and public health emergencies such as COVID-19.
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Staffing Crisis: The Mass Exodus of Medical Professionals

The NHS is during a staffing emergency. According to NHS Digital (2023), over 11,000
doctors left the UK between 2021 and 2023 to practise abroad, while another 33,000
nurses exited the profession entirely during the same period. The British Medical
Association (BMA, 2023) warned that burnout, overwork, and stagnant wages were
driving talented clinicians out of the workforce. Notably, four in ten junior doctors
surveyed by the BMA said they intended to leave the NHS permanently in the next five
years.

The exodus of experienced clinicians has left frontline services dangerously
understaffed. Hospitals are increasingly reliant on doctors and agency nurses, which
drives up costs while diminishing continuity of care. The Nuffield Trust (2022) argues
that the UK is facing a long-term health workforce planning failure, exacerbated by an
aging workforce, immigration restrictions, and uncompetitive working conditions
compared to other high-income countries. Also, the statistic of having only 2.5 hospital
beds per 1,000 people one of the lowest in the OECD perfectly illustrates the physical
decay resulting from a decade of fiscal restraint. In my understanding, when ambulance
response times for strokes triple and 5,000 avoidable deaths are projected annually due
to delays, the crisis is no longer just about economics; I think it is a profound moral
failure that threatens the very core of British national identity.

Waiting Lists and Delayed Treatment

The consequences of NHS
underfunding and staff shortages are
most visible in its historic backlog of
untreated patients. By early 2024, NHS
England reported that over 7.7 million
patients were waiting for treatment a
record-breaking figure (NHS England, : .
2024). This includes patients awaiting E "i - A
routine procedures such as  hip i i & - 1 .
replacements, cataract surgery, and i ﬂ ‘ g N
diagnostic scans. Alarmingly, over A nurse and porter guide an elderly patient
380,000 patients have been on waiting along the ward a quiet moment of compassion
lists for more than 12 months, far amid the demands of modern healthcare.
exceeding NHS constitutional targets

(King’s Fund, 2024). James O Brian also highlighted in his book that the paradox of a
government that restricts the very immigration that keeps hospitals staffed while
simultaneously refusing to pay domestic healthcare staff enough to retain them.

The strain is even more acute in emergency services. In A&E departments, only 68.9%
of patients were seen within four hours in December 2023 well below the 95% national
standard. Ambulance response times have also deteriorated, with the average wait for
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Category 2 calls (e.g., strokes and chest pain) now exceeding 45 minutes, nearly triple
the recommended time (Health Foundation, 2024).

Table 9: NHS crisis

Indicator Value Source
Total patients on NHS waiting list (England) 7.7 NHS England (2024)
million

Patients waiting over 12 months 380,000 | Kings Fund (2024)

Emergency patients seen within 4 hours (target: 95%) | 68.90% Health Foundation
(2024)

Doctors who left the UK (2021-2023) 11,000 NHS Digital (2023)

Nurses who left the NHS (2021-2023) 33,000 NHS Digital (2023)

Hospital beds per 1,000 people 2.5beds | OECD (2023)

Annual shortfall in NHS real-terms funding (2023 | 10billion | Institute for Fiscal
estimate) Studies (2022)

The healthcare crisis disproportionately affects lower-income communities,
where health needs are often greater, but access is more limited. The Health
Foundation (2023) has warned that health inequalities have widened,
particularly between affluent urban centres and deprived rural or post-industrial
areas. In parts of Northern England, for example, life expectancy has stagnated
or even declined for working-age adults, with poor access to GPs, hospitals,
and mental health services being key contributors.

Moreover, a growing body of evidence shows that long NHS waiting times are
directly linked to worsening outcomes in cancer care, cardiovascular treatment,
and chronic disease management. The King’s Fund (2023) estimates that delays
in diagnosis and intervention could cause over 5,000 avoidable deaths annually
if systemic issues are not addressed.

The UK’s healthcare system stands at a critical crossroads. While the founding
principles of the NHS remain widely supported, the reality of healthcare access
in 2024 is marked by crisis and inequality. A shrinking workforce, swelling
waiting lists, and chronic undercapacity have severely undermined the NHS's
ability to deliver timely and equitable care. The warnings from doctors,
patients, and policy analysts are now impossible to ignore. Without bold and
sustained reform rooted in data, compassion, and serious investment the ideal

of universal healthcare in Britain may become a relic of the past rather than a
guarantee for the future.
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CHAPTER 15

Rise in Crime in the UK

Public safety is a core pillar of a
functioning democracy and a stable
society. In the United Kingdom, ensuring
safe communities  has  become
increasingly challenging due to a
complex mix of rising crime rates in
some categories, police understaffing,
budget constraints, and uneven public
trust in law enforcement. Over the past
decade, the UK's policing system has
undergone substantial changes in both

funding and structure, with notable

One officer's hand firmly on his head amid
implications for community safety, crime  echoes of global concerns over use of force.

prevention, and justice delivery.

Crime in the UK has shown a mixed trajectory in recent years. According to the Office
for National Statistics (ONS, 2023), overall crime excluding fraud and computer misuse
has seen a 5% year-on-year increase, with 6.7 million offences recorded in England and
Wales in the year ending September 2023. While some types of crime, such as burglary
and theft from persons, have declined compared to the early 2010s, others particularly
violent crime and fraud have escalated. For instance, knife crime increased by 7%, with
over 50,000 offences involving knives or sharp instruments recorded (ONS, 2023).
Sexual offences also remain alarmingly high. There were 199,021 sexual offences
recorded in the year ending September 2023, close to the record peak observed in 2022.
These figures reflect not just the prevalence of these crimes, but also a possible rise in
victim reporting due to improved awareness and public scrutiny, particularly following
high-profile cases and institutional reviews of police conduct.
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Policing Resources and Workforce Decline

The ability of police forces to
respond effectively to crime is
intrinsically ~ linked to  the
availability of personnel and
funding. Since 2010, central
government funding for police in
England and Wales has fallen by
20% in real terms, leading to
widespread concern over capacity
and operational strain (Institute for
Government, 2021). Between 2010 Aline of officer's advances along the pavement in

and 2018, police officer numbers high-visibility formation a familiar sight maintaining
’ public order in the heart of the city.

fell by over 21,000, dropping from
143,734 to a low of 122,404. Although the Conservative government launched the
Police Uplift Programme in 2020 to recruit 20,000 new officers by 2023, figures from
the Home Office indicate that as of late 2023, the net increase in officers was
approximately 16,000, leaving the force still short of 2010 staffing levels (Home Office,
2023).

The Police Foundation (2022) notes that understaffing and high turnover have had a
detrimental impact on the visibility of police, response times, and community
engagement. Many local police forces have also had to scale back neighbourhood
policing once a flagship model in British policing strategy due to limited resources.
Public confidence in the police has been tested by controversies involving police
misconduct, particularly within the Metropolitan Police. The Casey Review (2023),
commissioned after the murder of Sarah Everard by a serving officer, concluded that
the Met suffers from “institutional racism, misogyny, and homophobia.” This has led
to a sharp decline in trust, particularly among minority communities and women.

According to the British Social Attitudes Survey (2023), just 53% of the public
expressed confidence in the police to treat people fairly and equally, down from 70%
in 2015. The Centre for Crime and Justice Studies (2022) argue that these trends reflect
systemic problems in policing culture and oversight, calling for deep institutional
reform and independent accountability mechanisms.
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Police Workforce and Crime Trends in England and Wales

[ 2010-2018
Reduction of 21,330 6.7 million total 199,021 recorded
police officers crimes recorded sexual offences
N = e %
R‘\ \ ; \’\ ’\}
f 4 4 4‘: f} y >} ,j
i F, ,z;_f £ S
Year ending
Recruitment of Sep 2023
4 16,000 new officers 50,000+ knife crime
offences

Technology, Data, and Policing Modernisation

To address contemporary crime including cybercrime, fraud, and organized networks
UK police services are increasingly investing in digital tools and surveillance
technologies. However, adoption remains uneven. A report by the Reform thinks tank
(2022) highlighted that while Al-assisted crime detection and data analytics offer
potential, police forces are hampered by legacy systems, poor data integration, and
insufficient digital training.

Moreover, fraud now the most experienced crime in the UK remains under-policed,
with fewer than 1 in 1,000 incidents resulting in a charge or summons (Reform, 2022).
This has raised significant concerns about the ability of the UK’s criminal justice
infrastructure to adapt to the 21st-century threat landscape.

Table 14: Crime Rates in UK

Indicator Value Source
Total crimes recorded (England & 6.7 million ONS (2023)
Wales, year ending Sep 2023)
Year-on-year crime increase 5% ONS (2023)
(excluding fraud & computer
misuse)
Knife crime offences (ycar 50,000+ ONS (2023)
ending Sep 2023)
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Recorded sexual offences (year 199,021 ONS (2023)
ending Sep 2023)

Police funding reduction since 20% Institute for Government
2010 (real terms) (2021)

Police officer reduction (2010— 21,330 Home Office (2023)
2018)

Net new officers recruited (2020— 16,000 Home Office (2023)
2023)

Police workforce shortfall vs. | 5,000 officers short Home Office (2023)
2010 levels

Judicial System Under Strain

The United Kingdom's judicial system is facing an unprecedented crisis in the form of
record-breaking backlogs across its court network, particularly in the Crown Court and
Magistrates” Courts. These delays have not only stretched the judicial infrastructure to
its limits but have also raised serious questions about access to justice, human rights
compliance, and the long-term sustainability of the legal system.

According to the Ministry of Justice (2024), the number of pending cases in Crown
Courts reached 74,651 by the end of 2024 an 11% increase from the previous year.
Alarmingly, over 16,800 of these cases had been waiting for more than a year, a figure
that undermines the principle of timely justice and places additional emotional and
financial burdens on victims, witnesses, and defendants. In parallel, the Magistrates’
Courts which deal with less serious offences have accumulated a backlog of over
333,000 cases, further hampering the smooth functioning of the lower judiciary (The
Sun, 2024).

The National Audit Office (2024) has expressed concern that the government's
ambitious target to reduce the Crown Court backlog to 53,000 cases by 2025 is now
unachievable under current conditions. Contributing factors include a shortage of
judges, limited court resources, chronic underfunding, and the aftermath of the COVID-
19 pandemic, which temporarily halted court operations
and left a backlog that has continued to spiral.

Moreover, the prison system has reached its breaking
point. With many individuals held on remand for extended
periods, some of them exceeding the maximum pre-trial
detention limits, legal experts warn of possible violations
of Article 5 of the European Convention on Human

] ; ) ) A stark Banksy stencil critiquing
Rights, which protects against unlawful detention. The  judicial overreach.
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situation has also led to trial collapses, increased plea deals due to delay fatigue, and
reduced confidence in the criminal justice system.

In response to this crisis, the Times Crime and Justice Commission proposed the
introduction of intermediate courts a hybrid system in which a judge and two
magistrates would preside over lower-level offences without the need for a jury. The
commission argues that this would alleviate pressure on Crown Courts by fast-tracking
non-complex cases, thereby preserving the jury system for more serious crimes (The
Times, 2025). Legal think tanks such as Justice UK and The Howard League for Penal
Reform have also weighed in, arguing that meaningful reform must go beyond short-
term procedural tweaks. They advocate for a comprehensive approach that includes
digitalisation of court services, increased funding for legal aid, and reinvestment in
court infrastructure to ensure justice is not just accessible, but efficient and fair.

Table 15: Judicial Backlog in UK

Court Pending Notable Issues
Cases
Crown Court | 74,651 Record high; 16,813 cases open for over a year (Ministry of
Justice, 2024).
Magistrates 333,549 Major backlog affecting early-stage criminal cases (The
Court Sun, 2024).
Court Type

Crown Court
Magistrates' 223540
Court : Number of
3 Pending
Cases

Pending Casas in UK Courts
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Drug use and Addiction

The UK has one of the highest drug
mortality rates in Europe, particularly
in Scotland, which has seen an alarming
rise in drug-related deaths. According
to the Office for National Statistics
(ONS, 2023), there were over 4,500
drug-related deaths in England and
Wales in 2022, a 76% increase over the
last decade. However, framing drug

i - Multiple hands display and pass small plastic bags
users  as druggles overlooks the containing suspected narcotics white powder (likely

cocaine), dried green herb (marijuana), a brownish
o substance, and a small vial capturing the shadowy
addiction. world of street-level drug dealing.

medical and socioeconomic realities of

The Transform Drug Policy Foundation (2022) emphasizes that addiction is more a
health issue than a criminal or moral one. It is heavily concentrated among the most
deprived communities, where unemployment, poor mental health, and homelessness
are prevalent. The Health Foundation (2021) supports this view, highlighting that
addiction is often both a cause and consequence of social deprivation. The
criminalization of drug users, it argues, perpetuates cycles of harm and exclusion,
whereas a public health approach could lead to better outcomes.

Moreover, the Centre for Social Justice (CSJ, 2022) a think tank often cited in
conservative policy circles has also acknowledged that punitive responses to addiction
are failing. Their research recommends community-based rehabilitation and
employment reintegration, noting that 70% of prisoners with drug histories relapse
within one year of release unless provided with tailored recovery support.

Welfare and “Irresponsibility”: The Myth of Dependent Society

Critics often claim that the UK’s welfare system encourages laziness and dependency.
However, extensive evidence contradicts this narrative. The Institute for Fiscal Studies
(2022) shows that over 65% of Universal Credit claimants are either working or
actively seeking employment. The so-called “welfare state dependency” is a lifeline for
millions facing real hardship, including single-parent families, disabled people, and
those in insecure gig economy jobs.

The New Economics Foundation (2021) points out that much of the criticism directed
at social welfare recipients is ideologically driven, ignoring that most benefits go to
working households. Furthermore, cuts to housing benefits and local council support
have disproportionately affected vulnerable groups, pushing many toward
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homelessness or high-cost debt arrangements. The portrayal of the UK as a permissive
society riddled with vice has been amplified by sections of the media. According to the
LSE Media Centre (2022), right-leaning newspapers are far more likely to publish
stories that frame welfare recipients and addicts as threats to the social order. This
fosters what sociologist Stanley Cohen famously described as "folk devils" and "moral
panics" discursive tools used to legitimize punitive policies and distract from structural
failures.

The portrayal of the UK as a society overrun by debtors, drug users, and irresponsible
citizens reflects more of a political and media narrative than social reality. Behind these
characterizations lic deep structural inequalities, policy-driven hardship, and public
health failures. Rather than blaming individuals for systemic problems, a more
constructive approach involves policy reform, investment in rehabilitation and mental
health services, and a fairer welfare system. Leading think tanks across the ideological
spectrum from the Centre for Social Justice to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation concur
that tackling the root causes of debt and addiction is far more effective than moral
condemnation.

Table 16: Deaths due to drug addiction

Drug Addiction Indicator Value Source

Total drug-related deaths (England | 4,859 deaths Office for National Statistics

& Wales, 2022) (ONS, 2023)

Drug-related deaths in Scotland | 1,051 deaths National Records of Scotland
(2022) (2023)

Adults estimated to be dependent | 261,000 people | Public Health England (PHE,
on heroin or crack cocaine 2022)

(England)

Drug users in contact with | 289,215 people | UK Government Drug
treatment services (2022) Treatment Statistics (2023)
Proportion of drug-related deaths | 48% Office for National Statistics
involving opiates (ONS, 2023)

Increase in drug-related deaths | 76% Office for National Statistics
since 2012 (England & Wales) (ONS, 2023)
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Are we becoming generation of debtors?

The phenomenon of the next generation
becoming a "generation of debtors" in
the United Kingdom is increasingly
evident, driven by escalating student
loans, rising living costs, and stagnant
wages. Student debt has reached
unprecedented levels. As of 2024, the
average student loan debt upon entering

repayment in England stands at £48,470,

A suited hand proudly grips the scarlet
marking a significant increase from  leather dispatch case emblazoned with the
royal cypher and "Chancellor of the

R Exchequer," upholding a cherished British
student loan debt in the UK has  iagition as the nation's fiscal plans are

previous years. The total outstanding
surpassed £236 billion, reflecting a 15% -

rise from the previous year. This surge is attributed to increased tuition fees and living
expenses, placing a substantial financial burden on graduates.The cost-of-living crisis
has exacerbated financial pressures on young people. Essential expenses such as
housing, utilities, and food have seen significant price hikes. For instance, in London,
average student rents have risen to £13,595 annually, exceeding the maximum
maintenance loan available. This disparity forces students to seek additional financial
resources, often leading to increased

debt. Government loans to students have risen
Total annual lending, financial years 2010-11 to 2020-21

Moreover, the broader economic £206n
environment has led to a rise in
personal debt. By the end of October
2024, total UK personal debt reached '*™"
£1.87 trillion, with the average debt per  ¢sun
adult at £34,641. Young adults are
particularly affected, with many i 114 :
resorting to credit to cover basic living  seurce: Fause of Commons Fe L ‘QE,

expenses.

Case Study: The Johnson Family's Struggle

The cost-of-living crisis in the UK, exacerbated by soaring inflation, energy price hikes,
and stagnant wages, has profoundly aftected millions of households since 2021. Lower-
income families, particularly those with children, have borne the brunt of these
pressures, facing increased food insecurity, housing instability, and mental health
challenges (NatCen, 2023). According to reports, inflation rates have
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disproportionately impacted poorer households due to their higher spending on
essentials like food and utilities, leading to a sharp decline in living standards (IFS,
2021). This case study examines the fictional yet representative experiences of the
Johnson family, a working-class household in London, drawing on real-world data and
insights from affected families to illustrate these broader trends.

Background of the Johnson Family

The Johnson family consists of Mark (42), a full-time construction worker earning
approximately £28,000 annually; Sarah (38), a part-time retail assistant earning
£12,000; and their two children, Emily (12) and Jack (8). They rent a modest two -
bedroom flat in East London, where housing costs consume over 40% of their
combined income. Prior to the crisis, the family managed a tight budget, relying on
child benefits and occasional overtime. However, from 2022 onward, escalating costs
for energy, food, and transport have pushed them into financial distress, mirroring the
experiences of many UK families in deprived areas (Taylor & Francis, 2025). As with
69% of low-income households surveyed, the Johnsons have had to restrict spending
on essentials such as heating and nutritious food (Parliament UK, 2024).
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The Impact on Daily Living and Finances

The family's monthly energy bills surged from £120 in 2021 to over £250 by 2023,
forcing them to limit heating during winter months a common adaptation among 60%
of the lowest-income households (NatCen, 2023). Food expenses also rose sharply; the
Johnsons now spend £450 monthly on groceries, up 25% from pre-crisis levels, often
opting for cheaper, less healthy options due to the doubled cost of nutritious items (Food
Foundation, 2023). This shift has led to food insecurity, with Sarah skipping meals to
ensure the children eat, echoing findings that 97% of young people view rising costs as
a major issue (End Child Poverty, 2025). Rent increases added further strain, rising by
15% in their area, compelling Mark to take on extra shifts despite health concerns.
Overall, their effective inflation rate exceeded the national average by three percentage
points, as poorer households like theirs allocate more to inflating essentials (NatCen,
2023).

Transportation costs compounded the issues; with fuel prices up, Mark's commute to
construction sites now costs £150 monthly, reducing disposable income and limiting
family outings. This aligns with reports of families cutting back on recreation and
cultural activities, exacerbating social isolation (Taylor & Francis, 2025). By 2024, the
family accumulated £2,000 in credit card debt, a trend seen in many households turning
to high-cost borrowing (Learn Q, 2025).

Health and Emotional Consequences

The crisis has taken a toll on the family's well-being. Sarah reports heightened anxiety
over bills, contributing to sleep disturbances a symptom reported by many in similar
situations, where economic stress correlates with rising mental health issues (NatCen,
2023). The children have been affected too; Emily's school performance dipped due to
inadequate heating at home, impacting concentration, as noted in studies on child
poverty where 50% of parents cut back on family food spending (Parliament UK,
2024). Jack, the younger child, has experienced nutritional shortfalls from cheaper
meals, potentially leading to long-term health risks like those highlighted in reports on
food insecurity doubling among young people (Parliament UK, 2024). Family
dynamics shifted as parents shielded their children from worries, but this led to strained
relationships, a subtle impact observed in participatory research on poverty (Bristol
University Press, 2025).

Coping Strategies and Support

To manage, the Johnsons have adopted various strategies. They shop at discount stores
and use food banks sporadically, a necessity for 3.8 million people experiencing
destitution in 2022, including one million children (Parliament UK, 2024). Sarah
increased her work hours, though this negatively affected family time and her health.
They also accessed local council support for energy vouchers but found it insufficient
amid broader cuts to benefits (University of York, 2023). Community initiatives, like
those documented in authentic reports from struggling families, provided some relief
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through shared experiences and advice (Nuffield Foundation, 2022). However, long-
term solutions remain elusive, with calls for policy changes to address wage stagnation
and housing affordability (Pinsent Masons, 2023).

The Johnson family's story exemplifies how the cost-of-living crisis has deepened
inequalities, pushing working families into cycles of debt and deprivation. Without
targeted interventions, such as enhanced child benefits or rent controls, these impacts
could persist, affecting future generations (Buttle UK, 2022). This case underscores the
need for systemic support to mitigate the social and economic fallout.

Impact on Mental Health

The financial strain has tangible effects on mental health and future outlooks. A report
by the Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce
(RSA) highlights that young people face a challenging future as rising costs of living,
debt, and taxes impact their economic security and mental health. This environment
fosters a sense of financial precarity, hindering young adults' ability to plan for long-
term goals such as homeownership or retirement. The convergence of escalating student
debt, rising living costs, and economic instability has positioned the younger generation
in the UK as a cohort burdened by debt. Addressing this issue requires comprehensive
policy interventions aimed at reducing educational costs, increasing affordable housing,
and improving wage growth to alleviate the financial pressures on young adults.

Unveiling the Debt Crisis in the UK

Escalating Student Debt I

Generation of
Debtors
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Teenage pregnancies: An Irresponsible Social behaviour

“Conception” means the point at which
pregnancy begins (fertilization), but for
statistical purposes, it’s often recorded
once a pregnancy is clinically known. In the
UK, teenage conceptions typically refer to
females aged under 18 at the time of
conception.

These stats include all outcomes:

e Live births

A young woman in school uniform stares in
I distress at a pregnancy test overwhelm,
e Stillbirths capturing the raw fear of an unexpected
result.

e Abortions

Teenage pregnancy in the United Kingdom has long been a subject of public concern,
often associated with irresponsible social behaviour. However, a deeper analysis reveals
that teenage pregnancy is more accurately understood as a manifestation of broader
social and economic inequalities rather than solely a result of individual
irresponsibility. Historically, the UK has exhibited higher rates of teenage pregnancy
compared to other Western European countries. In 1999, the Labour government
launched the Teenage Pregnancy Strategy (TPS) with the aim of halving under-18
conception rates by 2010. By 2014, the under-18 conception rate in England had fallen
by 51%, with significant reductions observed in deprived areas (Wellings et al., 2016).
This decline was attributed to comprehensive measures, including improved sex
education, better access to contraception, and coordinated support for young parents.

Research indicates that teenage pregnancy is closely linked to socioeconomic
disadvantage and social exclusion. A study by Bonell et al. (2003) found that factors
such as dislike of school and socioeconomic deprivation were associated with increased
risk of teenage pregnancy. These findings suggest that young people in deprived areas
may perceive early parenthood as one of the few viable options available to them.
Furthermore, the EPPI-Centre (2006) highlighted that interventions targeting social
exclusion, such as education and employment opportunities, are effective in preventing
unintended teenage pregnancies. This underscores the importance of addressing the
underlying social determinants rather than focusing solely on individual behaviour.

Despite the overall decline, teenage pregnancy rates remain higher in areas of persistent
deprivation. The Nuffield Trust (2023) reports that teenage mothers are more likely to
experience poverty, lower educational attainment, and mental health issues. These
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outcomes are not merely consequences of early parenthood but are reflective of pre-
existing social disadvantages.Additionally, access to sexual health services and
education continues to be uneven across the UK. The British Medical Journal (2010)
emphasizes the need for sustained investment in comprehensive sex education and
accessible contraceptive services to maintain and further the progress achieved by the
TPS.

Year

2011
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z013
2014
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zO16
2017
ELLEY
2019
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2021

Mumber of
Conceptions

Teenage Gonceptions Over (he Years

Source: Office for National Statistics (UK), "Number of teenage conceptions in
England and Wales from 1990 to 2021," Statista, 2023.
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CHAPTER 16

Unemployment at rise

Youth unemployment in the United
Kingdom has remained a persistent
structural challenge, often described
in policy circles as a “crisis of
opportunity” for the emerging
generation. Defined typically as
individuals aged between 16 and 24
who are not in  education,
employment or training (NEET),
youth unemployment  became
especially pronounced after the 2008
financial crisis and again surged
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The .
phrase “lost generation” has been  ajong queue snakes outside a UK Jobcentre
used widely to describe the socio- Plus office.

economic  exclusion of these

individuals, who face long-term scarring effects in both income and wellbeing due to
prolonged detachment from the labour market. Unemployment at Rise and the "Lost
Generation" identifies a critical fracture in the UK's future stability. In my view, when
the youth unemployment rate of 11.2% is nearly triple the national average, the "broken
society"” is not just a political slogan but a lived reality for nearly 800,000 young people
classed as NEETs.

Youth Unemployment

As of early 2023, the youth unemployment rate in the UK stood at 11.2%, nearly three
times higher than the national average unemployment rate of 3.8% (ONS, 2023).
Approximately 788,000 young people were classed as NEETs (Not in Education
Employment and Traning) in the first quarter of 2023, representing 11.5% of the 16-24
population (ONS, 2023). Historically, this group has been overrepresented among those
most at risk of socio-economic marginalisation, with disproportionately high figures
recorded among ethnic minorities, care leavers, and young people from low-income
households. James O’Brien LBC presenter notes that children who grew up during the
austerity period in the UK are measurably shorter than previous generations and their
European peers
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A significant concern surrounding youth unemployment is its close correlation with

Year

2019
2020

2021

Unemployment
" Rate

Unemployment Rates from 2019
to 2024

anti-social behaviour, gang affiliation, and urban crime. Government reports have
consistently found that unemployed youth are more likely to be involved in or fall
victim to criminal activities, particularly in poor areas where access to education and
employment is limited (Home Office, 2022).

The Skills Gap and Labour Market Mismatch

A central issue compounding youth unemployment is the skills gap a mismatch between
the competencies held by young people and those demanded by employers. The UK
Commission for Employment and Skills (UKCES, 2016) identified that although many
young people obtain formal qualifications, they often lack “work-readiness” skills such
as problem-solving, digital fluency, and effective communication. This misalignment
is worsened by the rapid transformation of the labour market due to technological
change and the evolving needs of high-growth industries such as green energy, IT, and
advanced manufacturing.

While the apprenticeship system has been promoted as a solution, data shows that
apprenticeship starts among 16-18-year-olds fell by 22% between 2015 and 2021,
largely due to a shift in employer preferences for older candidates (IPPR, 2021).
Similarly, new educational pathways such as T-Levels, intended to provide vocational
alternatives to A-Levels, have faced low enrolment and logistical challenges,
particularly in terms of employer engagement for placements.
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Inadequate Funding initiatives

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and its devastating effect on youth
employment, the UK government launched the Kickstart Scheme in 2020, which aimed
to provide fully subsidised six-month job placements for young people on Universal
Credit. While initially ambitious, with a target of creating 250,000 placements, only
130,000 roles were filled by its closure in March 2022 (NAO, 2022). Evaluations have
highlighted issues with bureaucratic delays, limited outreach, and a failure to reach the
most vulnerable NEET groups (NAO, 2022).

Parallel to this, the government expanded the National Skills Fund and Lifetime Skills
Guarantee, offering adults (including young adults over 19) the chance to retrain in
priority sectors. However, uptake has been lower than expected due to a lack of
awareness and barriers such as transport, digital access, and financial constraints,
especially among those in rural or economically disadvantaged regions (Resolution
Foundation, 2022). Even after all these provisions because of the government rhetoric
of involvement in external wars adequate attention and funds is not given to internal
matters.

I think that the 22% drop in apprenticeship starts for 16—18-year-olds reveals a systemic
failure to bridge the "skills gap" between education and the modern workforce. In my
understanding, I think that the text suggests a troubling pattern: while the government
prioritizes geopolitical influence and external military funding, the domestic "crisis of
opportunity" continues to fuel a cycle of disenfranchisement, anti-social behaviour, and
long-term economic scarring.
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CHAPTER 17

Economic Downfall

The United Kingdom’s economy in the early 2020s
has been defined by significant volatility, shaped by
the COVID-19 pandemic, Brexit, the energy crisis
following the war in Ukraine, and persistent
inflationary pressures. These shocks have left long-
lasting imprints on growth, consumer prices, and
public finances, raising major challenges for
economic stability and fiscal policy.

A struggle in Economic Growth

Following the historic contraction of 11% in GDP in 2020, the UK experienced a partial
rebound in 2021 and 2022. However, recovery was uneven, with output in sectors such
as retail, hospitality, and manufacturing facing sustained pressure from supply chain
disruptions and workforce shortages (Office for Budget Responsibility [OBR], 2023).

As of early 2024, the UK economy had returned to pre-pandemic output levels, but real
wages remained below 2019 levels, and productivity growth stagnated. The National
Institute of Economic and Social Research (NIESR) noted that the UK’s GDP grew by
only 0.6% in 2023, one of the slowest among G7 nations (NIESR, 2024).

Year

2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
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” Trillions)

GDP Growth from 2020 1o 2024
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Continuous rise in inflation

Inflation has been a dominant feature of the UK’s economic narrative. After remaining
below 2% for much of the 2010s, inflation surged in 2021-2022, peaking at 11.1% in
October 2022, the highest rate in 40 years (ONS, 2023). Key drivers included:

e  Energy price spikes due to the Ukraine conflict.
e Food price inflation, particularly affecting lower-income households.
e  Labour market shortages pushing up wage costs.

The Resolution Foundation (2023) highlighted those real incomes declined
significantly during this period, with households facing an average drop in disposable
income of £2,100 in 2022-23, the sharpest decline since records began.

By early 2024, inflation had fallen to 4.2% but remained above the Bank of England’s
2% target. Monetary policy has tightened in response, with interest rates raised to
5.25%, their highest level since 2008 (Bank of England, 2024).

l-'\.i n "'". '\"', nai »t I ‘3.2

UK Budget Deficit and Public Finances

The UK’s budget deficit ballooned during the pandemic due to unprecedented public
spending. At its peak in 2020-21, the deficit reached £314 billion, equivalent to 14.9%
of GDP the highest level since World War 1I (OBR, 2022). This spending included
furlough payments, business grants, and healthcare support.

However, the invasion significantly exacerbated these trends by disrupting global
energy and food markets Russia and Ukraine being major exporters of oil, gas, and
wheat leading to sharp commodity price spikes that were transmitted to the UK through
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higher wholesale costs (Office for Budget Responsibility, 2022; Bank of England,
2022). This contributed to CPI inflation peaking at 11.1% in October 2022, a 41-year
high (Office for National Statistics, 2025). Inflation subsequently moderated as
commodity prices stabilised and monetary tightening took effect, falling to low single
digits by 2024, though it experienced a temporary resurgence in 2025 due to domestic
factors such as wage growth and regulated price adjustments (Bank of England, 2025).
As of November 2025, the latest available data, CPI inflation stood at 3.2%, down from
3.6% in October and reflecting a slowdown in food price rises to 4.2% (Office for
National Statistics, 2025). While the war's initial shock has largely dissipated, its role
in intensifying the 2022 peak highlights how global events can amplify pre-existing
inflationary pressures, with overall trends now showing moderation above the Bank of
England's 2% target (House of Commons Library, 2025).

In 2023-24, the deficit was projected at £114 billion, or 4.5% of GDP, reflecting
continued spending pressures from energy subsidies, defence commitments, and debt
interest payments, which alone surpassed £100 billion due to higher inflation and
interest rates (IFS, 2023). According to the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS), rising debt
interest has become a major fiscal challenge. The UK’s debt-to-GDP ratio surpassed
100% in mid-2023, the highest since the early 1960s (IFS, 2023). The IFS argues that,
without either tax increases or spending cuts, the government risks breaching its own
fiscal rules.

The Centre for Policy Studies (2024) also warns that the current tax burden, at 37% of
GDP, is the highest in 70 years. While this level of taxation may stabilise the deficit, it
also risks dampening economic growth if productivity does not improve.
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PartIV:
Geopolitics and the Global Stage
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CHAPTER 18

Israeli Architecture: A Legacy of Britain

Amid the ruins of war-torn Gaza: A father carries his young daughter through piles of rubble
and twisted metal, while others clutch belongings and flee destroyed buildings in a desperate
search for safety.

The creation of Israel was no linear triumph but a chaotic outcome of Britain’s
contradictory policies. The Balfour Declaration’s vague promise, born of wartime
pragmatism, ignored Palestine’s Arab majority. The McMahon-Hussein and Sykes-
Picot agreements entangled Britain in a web of lies, while the mandate’s
mismanagement fuelled violence. As Segev argues, “Britain’s policy in Palestine was
not a policy at all, but a series of improvisations, each compounding the errors of the
last” (Segev, 2000, p. 512). The result was a land fractured by competing nationalisms,
where the mystery of Israel’s birth rooted in Britain’s imperial nonsense continues to
shape a conflict with no easy resolution.

The establishment of modern Israel in 1948 remains one of the most enigmatic and
polarizing chapters in 20th-century history, a saga woven from the threads of imperial
ambition, wartime expediency, religious aspirations, and a series of contradictory
British policies that sowed chaos in Palestine. At its core lies the Balfour Declaration
of 1917, a cryptic 67-word letter that pledged British support for a Jewish “national
home” in a land overwhelmingly inhabited by Arabs, setting off a chain reaction of
hope, betrayal, and violence. Compounded by Britain’s conflicting wartime promises,
its mismanagement of the Palestine Mandate, and a legacy of diplomatic sleight-of-
hand, the creation of Israel emerges not as a triumph of clear intent but as a mystery

13

shrouded in what historians have called Britain’s “imperial nonsense” (Segev, 2000, p.

512). This account unravels the labyrinthine motives, betrayals, and consequences of
Britain’s role in shaping a conflict that endures to this day.
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The Balfour Declaration: A Step towards Palestinian Genocide

On November 2, 1917, amidst the carnage of
World War 1, British Foreign Secretary Arthur
James Balfour penned a letter to Lionel Walter
Rothschild, a prominent British Jewish leader and
scion of the Rothschild banking dynasty. The
Balfour Declaration, as it became known, stated
that “His Majesty’s Government view with
favour the establishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people, and will use their
best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of
this object,” while adding a vague caveat that
“nothing shall be done which may prejudice the
civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish
communities in Palestine” (Balfour, 1917, cited in ’

Schneer, 2010, p. 152). At the time, Palestine,  Portrait of British Foreign Secretary
then under Ottoman rule, was home to ArthurJames Balfour.
approximately 700, 000 people, over 90% of

whom were Arab Muslims and Christians, with Jews constituting less than 10%
(Khalidi, 2020).

The declaration’s origins were less idealistic than strategic. Britain, locked in a
gruelling war against the Central Powers, sought to bolster its position by appealing to
Jewish communities in neutral America and revolutionary Russia, hoping their
influence would sway Allied support (Schneer, 2010). Simultaneously, Britain aimed
to outmanoeuvre France, its rival for post-war control of the Middle East, by staking a
claim to Palestine (Barr, 2011). The Zionist movement, galvanized by Theodor Herzl’s
1896 vision of a Jewish state, saw an opportunity to secure international backing, with
leaders like Chaim Weizmann lobbying tirelessly in London (Herzl, 1896, cited in
Khalidi, 2020). Yet, the declaration’s ambiguity promising a “national home” rather
than a state and offering scant protection for Arab rights reflected Britain’s reluctance
to commit fully to either side (Segev, 2000).
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Foreign Office,
November 2nd, 1917.

Dear Lord Rothschild,

1 have much pleasure in conveying to you, on
behalf of His Majestyts Government, the following
declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations
which nas been submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet

'His Majesty's Government view with favour the
establishment i1n Palestine of a national home for the
Jewlsh people, and will use thelr bast sndemvours to
facilitate the achlievement of this obJect. it belng
clearly understood that nothing shall be done which
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of
existing non-Jewish comrunities in Palestiline, cr the
rights and pollitical status an)Oyed by Jews 1n any
other country'

I should be grateful 1f you wounld bring this
deglaration Lo the knowledge of the Zionlist Federation.

7 M

From Mandate to Mayhem: Britain's Withdrawal and Israel's Imposition on
Palestine

As World War II ended, Britain’s grip on
Palestine weakened. The Holocaust, which
claimed six million Jewish lives, intensified
Zionist demands for a state, while Jewish
militant groups like the Irgun and Stern
Gang launched attacks on British forces,
including the 1946 bombing of the King
David Hotel, killing 91 (Morris, 2008). |

Meanwhile, Palestinian Arabs, !

disorganized and reeling from the revolt’s | "
supprgession, struggled %0 counter Zionist P Pogi o€
momentum. Britain, exhausted by war and unable to reconcile the irreconcilable,
referred the issue to the United Nations in 1947.The UN’s partition plan, Resolution
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181, proposed dividing Palestine into Jewish and Arab states, with Jerusalem under
international control. Jews, allocated 56% of the land despite owning less than 7% and
comprising a third of the population, accepted the plan; Arabs rejected it, viewing it as
a betrayal of their majority rights (Khalidi, 2020). Civil war erupted, and on May 14,
1948, as British forces withdrew, David Ben-Gurion declared Israel’s independence.
The ensuing Arab Israeli War saw Israel expand its territory, displacing 700,000
Palestinians in what they term the Nakba, or catastrophe (Morris, 2008).

Illegal Settlements on Palestinian lands: A Historical Timeline

The transformation of Palestine from an Ottoman province to the modern state of Israel
involved a series of historical events, including Zionist immigration, British colonial
policies, wars, and territorial negotiations. This process, spanning over a century, saw
the gradual establishment and expansion of Israeli control over lands historically
inhabited by Palestinians, a process Palestinians term the Nakba (catastrophe) and
Israelis view as the realization of a Jewish homeland.

PALESTINE 1917-TODAY

" ’ "{ . T

1946 /1947 /1967 /Now

BALFOUR > NAKBA » OCGUPATION

!‘

X

A sequence of maps depicting the progressive shrinkage of green-shaded "Palestinian”
land from 1917 (fully green) through 1946, 1947 (UN Partition Plan), 1967 (post-Six-Day
War), to "Now" (fragmented West Bank and Gaza), labelled "PALESTINE 1917-TODAY"
with the timeline "BALFOUR — NAKBA — OCCUPATION."
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A glimpse into rural life in late Ottoman-era Palestine.
Palestine, under Ottoman rule until 1917, was a diverse region with a population of
approximately 700,000, predominantly Arab Muslims (80%), alongside Christians
(10%) and Jews (8-10%) (Khalidi, 2020). The Zionist movement, articulated by
Theodor Herzl in 1896, sought a Jewish homeland to escape European antisemitism,
identifying Palestine as the biblical "Land of Israel” (Herzl, 1896). Early Zionist
settlers, mainly from Eastern Europe, began purchasing land from absentee Ottoman
landlords, establishing agricultural colonies like Petah Tikva (1878) and Rishon LeZion

— A Y

A formal British military ceremony during the Mandate period in Jerusalem.
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(1882). By 1914, Jewish immigrants owned about 2% of Palestine’s land, concentrated
in coastal plains and the Jezreel Valley (Segev, 2000). These purchases, though legal,
often displaced Palestinian tenant farmers, sowing early tensions. The Ottoman
authorities-imposed restrictions on Jewish immigration, but enforcement was lax
(Khalidi, 2020). By 1917, the Jewish population reached 60,000, compared to 600,000
Arabs, with settlements forming the nucleus of future Israeli territory (Morris, 2008).

The 1917 Balfour Declaration, issued by Britain, endorsed a “national home for the
Jewish people” in Palestine, while vaguely promising to protect “non-Jewish” rights
(Schneer, 2010). After defeating the Ottomans in 1918, Britain governed Palestine
under a League of Nations mandate, tasked with implementing Balfour’s vision. Jewish
immigration surged, from 83,000 in 1922 to 250,000 by 1939, fuelled by antisemitism
in Europe and Zionist organizations like the Jewish Agency, which facilitated land
purchases (Segev, 2000). By 1947, Jewish entities owned about 7% of Palestine’s land,
though strategic purchases in fertile areas amplified their influence (Khalidi, 2020).
British policies, such as the 1921 Land Transfer Ordinance, eased Jewish land
acquisition, often at the expense of Palestinian peasants, who faced evictions (Morris,
2008). Tensions erupted in riots (1921, 1929) and the 1936-1939 Arab Revolt, which
Britain suppressed, killing or exiling thousands of Palestinians (Khalidi, 2020). The
1937 Peel Commission proposed partitioning Palestine into Jewish and Arab states,
allocating 20% for Jews, but both sides rejected it (Segev, 2000). By 1947, the UN’s
Resolution 181 recommended a partition giving 56% of the land to a Jewish state,
despite Jews comprising only 33% of the population and owning 7% of the land
(Motris, 2008).

Israel's Foundation by Zionists Terrorists

The State of Israel was founded by terrorists. No, this is not hyperbole. No, this is not
a metaphor. The State of Israel was founded by terrorist groups. Before Israel's founding
in 1948, there were three main Zionist paramilitary groups. These were known as the
Haganah, the Lehi, and the Irgun. It was these three paramilitary organizations that
merged and later became what we now know as the IDF, or Israeli Défense Forces. It
was these three paramilitary groups who were designated as terrorist organizations by
both the UK and the United Nations that would become responsible for implementing
Plan Dalit, the blueprint for the ethnic cleansing of Palestine. In July of 1938, the Irgun
bombed two vegetable markets in Haifa and Jerusalem respectively, killing 80 people
in total.

In July of 1946, the Irgun bombed the King David Hotel in Jerusalem, killing 91 people.
Also in 1947, the Leahy tried sending letter bombs to the White House to try and
assassinate President Truman for not supporting their efforts to build a Jewish state in
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Palestine. In January of 1948, the Haganah bombed the Semiramis Hotel in Jerusalem,
killing 25 people. In April of 1948, both the Irgun and Leahy attacked the village of
Deir Yassin and massacred over 110 Palestinians. And in September of 1948, the Leahy
assassinated a man who rescued 31,000 people from a Nazi concentration camp in
World War TI, including over 500 Jews. Folk Bernadotte, a United Nations mediator
who the Leahy accused of having a pro-Arab stance during the ceasefire negotiations
at the end of 1948. The leader of the Haganah, David Ben-Gurion, became Israel's first
prime minister. The leader of the Irgun, Menachem Begin, became Israel's sixth prime
minister from 1977 until 1983. leader of the Lehi Yitzhak Shamir would become
Israel’s seventh prime minister from 1983 until 1984 and from 1988 until 1992.

Isreal- A Zionist not a Jewish State

Israel is a Zionist state, not a
Jewish state. Zionism is a
colonial, European political
ideology created by secular Jews
like Theodor Herzl in the late
19th century to establish a \ . L':su.*'. ol

homeland for Jews in Palestine, h 1o Not Represent .
but it has nothing to do with WorldJewry i
authentic Judaism or the Jewish SRR - &

religion. Most Israel's founding Members of the ultra-Orthodox anti-Zionist group
. . Nature Karta protest in traditional attire, holding signs
leaders Ben-Gurion, Weizmann, declaring "Benjamin Netanyahu and the State of Israel
begin were secular or even Do Not Represent World Jewry" and calling for a "Free
Palestine," emphasizing their theological opposition to
Zionism.

atheist Zionists who used Jewish
identity as a tool for scttler-
colonialism, not as a religious mission. Torah-true Jews (especially Orthodox and
Haredi communities like Neturei Karta) have always opposed Zionism, saying a Jewish
state cannot be established by force before the coming of the Messiah and that Zionism
violates Jewish law by displacing the indigenous Palestinian population.

Isracl calls itsclf the "nation-state of the Jewish people” through the 2018 Nation-State
Law, but this is Zionist propaganda. Judaism is a religion, not a nationality, and millions
of Jews worldwide reject Israel’s claim to represent them. Israel gives automatic
citizenship to any Jew under the Law of Return (even converts or atheists with one
Jewish grandparent), while denying the same right to Palestinian refugees born there
this is racial/ethnic supremacy dressed up as "Jewish self-determination,” not a
religious state. Real Jewish states in history (like the ancient kingdoms) were theocratic;
modern Israel is secular in practice. Sabbath violations everywhere, civil marriage
banned, LGBTQ parades in Tel Aviv yet it enforces Jewish privilege through apartheid
laws.

Calling Israel a "Jewish state” falsely blames all Jews for Zionist crimes and fuels
antisemitism, which Zionists have historically exploited. Anti-Zionism is not anti-
Judaism; many rcligious Jews arc the strongest anti-Zionists. Isracl is a Zionist
ethnostate built on the expulsion of 750,000 Palestinians in 1948 (the Nakba) and
sustained by military occupation, not a legitimate expression of Jewish religious
identity.
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CHAPTER 19

Kashmir another Britain’s Forgotten Colonial Blunder

The Kashmir conflict remains one of the most
enduring and volatile disputes in modern
history, originating from the partition of British
India in 1947 and continuing to strain relations
between India and Pakistan. Cantered on the
princely state of Jammu and Kashmir a Muslim-
majority region ruled by a Hindu Maharaja the
issue involves competing claims over territory,
identity, and self-determination. This overview
examines the pivotal role played by Britain in
igniting the conflict through its hasty

decolonisation process, followed by an

assessment of the situation as of October 2025.

Indo-Pak Partition 1947

Britain's colonial administration in India,
which began formal control over Kashmir in
1846 after defeating the Sikh Empire, treated
the region as a princely state under its
Paramountcy system. This meant the British
managed defence, foreign affairs, and
communications while allowing the Dogra
ruler, Maharaja Hari Singh, internal
autonomy. By 1947, as independence loomed,
Britain's withdrawal created a power vacuum
that directly sowed the seeds of the Kashmir
dispute. The Indian Independence Act of

Aman tied to a vehicle in Kashmir and used as
a human shield against protesters.

A

An overloaded truck piled high with bulging
sacks and clinging passengers’ leads a vast
column of refugees in traditional attire
trudging along a dusty rural road, evoking the
human toll of forced migration.

1947, passed by the British Parliament on July 18, abruptly ended suzerainty over 562
princely states, including Kashmir the largest with a population of about 4 million,
predominantly Muslim but geographically contiguous to both successor states. Rulers
were left to accede to India, Pakistan, or declare independence, but the rushed partition,
demarcated by the Radcliffe Line drawn by a British lawyer with minimal local
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knowledge, ignored ethnic and religious complexities, leading to mass violence and
displacement across the subcontinent.

Lord Mountbatten, the last Viceroy and first Governor-General of independent India,
played a central role in exacerbating the crisis. He pressured the indecisive Maharaja
Hari Singh to choose accession quickly amid rising communal tensions. Initially, Singh
signed a standstill agreement with Pakistan but faced internal revolts in Poonch and an
invasion by Pashtun tribesmen backed by Pakistani elements on October 22, 1947. On
October 26, under duress, Singh acceded to India; Mountbatten accepted the Instrument
of Accession the next day, but with a caveat for a future plebiscite to gauge public will
once invaders were expelled a promise that remains unfulfilled. Mountbatten's proposal
for an "impartial reference to the people's will" in disputed princely states was rejected
by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, further entrenching divisions.

British officers commanded armies on both sides during the ensuing Indo-Pakistani
War of 1947-48, with figures like General Frank Messervy leading Pakistani forces
and others advising India, complicating neutrality. The conflict ended with an UN-
mediated ceasefire in January 1949, dividing Kashmir along the Line of Control (LoC):
India administered about two-thirds (Jammu, Kashmir Valley, Ladakh), while Pakistan
controlled the rest (Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan). Britain's legacy hasty borders,
unaddressed plebiscite calls, and colonial-era arms supply have fuelled four wars and
ongoing skirmishes, with nuclear risks amplifying the stakes. A former imperial power,
Britain retains moral responsibility, given its deep ties to both nations and the diaspora's
impact on UK politics.

British and their Operatives

The Qadiani group of Ahmadiyya Movement was deliberately created and nurtured by
British colonialists in 1889 as a tool to divide Muslims and to keep the Ummah weak.
From day one they have acted as loyal stooges of the British and, after 1947, of India
and other anti-Pakistan forces. Their activities and poisonous ideology prove that they
have always pursued a hidden British Indian agenda, which is why Pakistani politicians,
armed forces and intelligence agencies have always treated them with the gravest
suspicion. Some glaring examples are given below:

At the time of Partition, the British, through their planted agent Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
Qadiani and his followers, wanted to ensure that Pakistan remained landlocked and that
India retained a road link to Kashmir. For this purpose, the Qadianis were ordered by
their British masters to work against Pakistan. It is a well-documented historical fact
that when the future of Gurdaspur district was being decided, the Qadiani leadership
openly declared themselves a separate community from Muslims and cast their vote in
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favour of India. Because of this treachery, the strategic Gurdaspur district the only road
link from India to Kashmir via Pathankot was handed over to India by the Radcliffe
Award. Had Gurdaspur gone to Pakistan, India would never have been able to send its
troops to occupy Kashmir in October 1947. Thus, the entire Kashmir tragedy that has
continued for more than seventy-five years is the direct result of Qadiani betrayal on
British instructions.

In 1948, when the brave tribesmen and the Pakistan Army had almost liberated the
whole of Kashmir from Indian occupation, the Qadiani Foreign Minister Chaudhry
Zafarullah Khan acting again as a British Indian agent deliberately sabotaged Pakistan’s
victory. Ignoring clear orders from Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan, he agreed at the
United Nations to withdraw Pakistani forces from liberated areas. When Liaquat Ali
Khan decided to sack this disloyal Foreign Minister, the news was leaked to anti-
Pakistan elements and Liaquat Ali Khan was promptly assassinated in Rawalpindi on
16 October 1951. Every Pakistani knows who benefited from that murder. To further
tighten their grip on Kashmir, the Qadianis managed to install one of their own, Captain
Syed Ali Ahmad Shah, as President of Azad Kashmir from 1950 to 1951. When this
conspiracy was exposed, the patriot forces of Pakistan immediately removed him.

Table 17: Key events of Indo-Pakistan Partition

Key 1947 Events | Description

July—August Jinnah lobbies Singh for accession; Singh dismisses pro-
independence PM Ram Chandra Kak, signalling tilt toward India.

August 15 India and Pakistan independent; princely states must choose sides.

September— Partition violence sparks Poonch rebellion; Pakistani officials plan

October tribal invasion.

October 22 Pashtun tribesmen invade; advance to Baramulla by October 24.

October 26-27 Singh accedes to India; Indian troops airlifted to Srinagar, starting
war.

November 1 Gilgit-Baltistan revolts and accedes to Pakistan.
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India-Pakistan on verge of Nuclear War

The Kashmir region remains
bifurcated and militarized, with India
administering Jammu and Kashmir
(reorganized as two Union Territories
in 2019 after revoking Article 370)
and Pakistan controlling Pakistan-
administered Kashmir (including
Azad Kashmir). Tensions persist
along the LoC, marked by ceasefire
violations, terrorism, and diplomatic
standoffs. A brief 2025 India-Pakistan Pakistan army soldiers in camouflage stand guard
conﬂl.ct n May, trlggereq by a ;\(lﬁg ;hf; ﬁgii}e;ﬁg wreckage of a crashed Indian Air
terrorist attack in Pahalgam, involved

missile strikes and underscored

nuclear brinkmanship.

In Indian-administered Jammu and Kashmir, the situation is relatively stable but fragile.
Development initiatives continue, though challenged by inclement weather e.g., the
Vaishno Devi pilgrimage was suspended from October 57 due to heavy rains. Security
forces recently neutralized a Pakistani drone along the International Border in Samba
district on October 4, highlighting cross-border threats. Politically, Indian parties like
Congress have focused criticism on unrest, reaffirming Kashmir's integral status. India's
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has condemned Pakistan's "oppressive approach”
in, demanding accountability for civilian brutalities and resource plundering.

The most acute unrest in October 2025 has unfolded in, where protests erupted on
September 29 over economic grievances, including high wheat and electricity prices,
unemployment, and demands for civil liberties like restored student unions and better
healthcare. Organized by the Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action Committee
(JKJAAC), the movement presented a 38-point charter, leading to a region-wide strike,
road blockades, and a five-day shutdown. Clashes with security forces turned deadly,
killing at least 10 (including three police) and injuring hundreds, with police using
lethal force against protesters. A communications blackout from September 28
exacerbated panic and misinformation, violating rights to expression and assembly. In
my understanding, I think that the discussion on Kashmir: Another Britain’s Forgotten
Colonial Blunder illustrates how the hasty and poorly planned end of the British Empire
created a "bleeding wound" that continues to threaten global security today. 1 think that
the "Radcliffe Line" drawn in just five weeks by a man who had never visited the region
is the ultimate symbol of colonial negligence, leading to the displacement and death of
millions during the 1947 partition.

On October 4, Pakistan's government signed a 25-point agreement with JKJAAC,
ending the protests. It includes compensation for victims, infrastructure investments
(e.g., PKR 10 billion for electricity, new tunnels and an airport), reduced cabinet size,
and a monitoring committee. Amnesty International has urged investigations into
excessive force and the blackout's lift, noting this as the third major protest since 2023.
India views the unrest as evidence of Pakistan's misgovernance in illegally occupied
territory.
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CHAPTER 20

British Intervention and Confrontation with Iran

The  United Kingdom's  military
interventions in Iran, Libya, Ukraine, and
Afghanistan have been pivotal in shaping
its foreign policy and global standing.
These engagements, driven by a mix of
strategic interests and humanitarian

concerns, have elicited diverse analyses
from think tanks and policy experts. : T

On November 4, 1979, Iranian Islamist students
scale the brick walls and gates of the U.S.
Embassy in Tehran, cheered by a massive
Iran: Navigating Complex Geopolitics crowd below, as a large portrait of Ayatollah

Khomeini looms in support igniting the 444-day
The UK's approach to Iran has been  iran Hostage Crisis.

marked by a combination of diplomatic

efforts and military considerations. In January 2024, the UK, alongside the US,
conducted air strikes against Iranian-backed Houthi rebels in response to attacks on Red
Sea shipping lanes (Institute for Government, 2024). This action underscores the UK's
commitment to maintaining freedom of navigation and countering regional threats.
Think tanks have highlighted the challenges posed by Iran's regional networks.
Chatham House notes that Iran's alliances, often termed the 'axis of resistance,' have
shown resilience despite external pressures, complicating Western policy responses
(Chatham House, 2025). The Tony Blair Institute advocates for the UK to proscribe
Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organization,
emphasizing its role in regional instability (Tony Blair Institute, 2023).

The diplomatic relationship between the United Kingdom and Iran has been
characterized by enduring complexities, often marked by mutual suspicion and
geopolitical tensions. Recent incidents, including espionage allegations and disputes
over nuclear activities, have further strained bilateral ties.In July 2022, Iranian state
media reported that Giles Whitaker, the UK's Deputy Head of Mission in Tehran, was
detained by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) for allegedly collecting
soil samples in a restricted military zone during missile exercises in the Shahdad Desert,
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Kerman Province. Iranian authorities accused him of espionage, suggesting the samples
were intended to detect traces of nuclear activity. The UK Foreign Office refuted these
claims, stating that Whitaker had completed his posting and left Iran in December 2021,
and that reports of his arrest were "completely false" (Al Jazeera, 2022).Iranian state
television aired footage purportedly showing Whitaker collecting soil samples near a
missile test site. The IRGC claimed that the act was part of a broader espionage effort
involving other foreign nationals, including a Polish academic and the spouse of
Austria's cultural attaché, who were also accused of collecting samples in sensitive
areas (ABC News, 2022).

British biasness on Iranian Nuclear Program

Tensions over Iran's nuclear activities have
been a persistent source of friction. The
UK's concerns intensified following Iran's
decision to expand uranium enrichment
capabilities and limit cooperation with the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA). In 2022, Iran removed IAEA
surveillance cameras from several nuclear A long-range ballistic missile stands tall under the
it di d . ich t glaring sun, flanked by the national flag fluttering
sies and Increased uramum  enrichmen proudly and a massive banner bearing the portrait
levels, actions that the UK and its allies of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
. . . . evoking themes of deterrence and national
viewed as violations of the 2015 Joint 9

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

The UK's stance is further complicated by Iran's support for regional proxies and its
involvement in supplying drones to Russia for use in Ukraine, actions that have drawn
international condemnation (House of Lords Library, 2023).The perceived double
standard in the international nuclear non-proliferation regime is starkly illustrated by
the contrasting treatment of Israel and Iran, rooted in geopolitical alliances rather than
consistent application of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons (NPT).
Israel, widely assessed to possess between 80 and 400 nuclear warheads along with
sophisticated delivery systems, has never signed the NPT and maintains a deliberate
policy of nuclear ambiguity (neither confirming nor denying its arsenal), thereby
avoiding any legal obligation to accept International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
safeguards on all its nuclear facilities or to pursue disarmament (Cohen, 2010;
Federation of American Scientists, 2024). This position has been quietly accepted by
the United States since a secret 1969 understanding between President Richard Nixon
and Prime Minister Golda Meir, under which Washington agreed not to pressure Israel
to join the NPT or disclose its programme if it remained opaque and Israel refrained
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from overt testing (Hersh, 1991; Cohen, 2010). Successive U.S. administrations have
upheld this arrangement, ensuring that Israel faces no sanctions, no UN Security
Council resolutions, and no serious diplomatic pressure despite being one of only four
states (along with India, Pakistan, and South Sudan) never to have joined the treaty.

Detention of British Nationals in Iran

The detention of British and dual nationals in Iran on charges of espionage and national
security has been a recurring issue. In January 2025, British nationals Craig and
Lindsay Foreman were arrested in Iran while on a motorcycle trip and charged with
espionage. Their detention coincided with the arrival of Iran's new ambassador to the
UK, Seyyed Ali Mousavi, and has been viewed as part of a pattern of politically
motivated arrests (The Guardian, 2025).

The UK government has expressed concern over Iran's use of arbitrary detention as a
diplomatic tool and continues to advocate for the release of its citizens held in Iran
(House of Lords Library, 2025).The UK-Iran relationship remains fraught with
challenges stemming from espionage allegations, nuclear program disputes, and the
detention of British nationals. These issues underscore the need for continued
diplomatic engagement and multilateral efforts to address the underlying causes of
tension and promote regional stability.

UK-Iran Diplomatic Tensions Timeline

"~ July 2022

Espionage Iran expands Iran remaoves IAEA ran supplies drones
allegations egainat uranium enrichment surveillance to Russia
Giles Whitaker capabilities cameras
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CHAPTER 21

British Intervention in Libya (2011)

In 2011, the United Kingdom played a
pivotal role in the NATO-led military
intervention in Libya, aimed at protecting
civilians during the uprising against
Muammar  Gaddafi's regime. This
intervention, under the auspices of the
United Nations, has been object to

extensive analysis regarding its execution, A muchcriicised  photo-op  from

outcomes, and long-term implications.The  September 15, 2011, British Prime Minister
Libyan uprising began in February 2011 as ~ David Cameron poses awkwardly with
armed Libyan rebels upon arrival at

. . ) Benghazi airport, flanked by fighters in
movements. Protests in cities like  camouflage and casual gear amid the

Benghazi escalated into armed conflict aftermath of NATO's intervention against
Gaddafi.

part of the broader Arab Spring

between Gaddafi's forces and opposition
groups. In response to the regime's violent crackdown on civilians, the UN Security
Council adopted Resolution 1973 on 17 March 2011, authorizing member states to take
"all necessary measures" to protect civilians, including the establishment of a no-fly
zone over Libya (UN Security Council, 2011).

UK's Role in the Military Campaign

The UK, alongside France and the US, was instrumental in initiating the intervention.
Operation Ellany marked the UK's military contribution, involving the deployment of
Royal Air Force (RAF) aircraft and Royal Navy vessels. British forces conducted
airstrikes targeting Libyan air defences and military infrastructure to enforce the no-fly
zone and protect civilians (Ministry of Defence, 2011).Parliament approved the UK's
participation following a debate on 21 March 2011, with a significant majority
supporting the motion (House of Commons, 2016). The UK's involvement was
characterized by precision airstrikes and intelligence support, aiming to minimize
civilian casualties while degrading Gaddafi's military capabilities. Initially, the
intervention was led by a coalition of countries, but command was transferred to NATO
on 31 March 2011 under Operation Unified Protector. NATO's mission encompassed
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enforcing the arms embargo, maintaining the no-fly zone, and protecting civilians. The
UK continued its active participation under NATO command, contributing to over
3,000 sorties during the operation (NATO, 2011).

The intervention culminated in the fall of Tripoli in August 2011 and the death of
Muammar Gaddafi in October 2011. While the immediate objective of protecting
civilians was achieved, Libya descended into political instability and conflict in the
subsequent years. The absence of a comprehensive post-conflict strategy has been a
point of criticism, with the UK Parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee noting the lack
of planning for Libya's reconstruction and governance (House of Commons, 2016).
Analysts have debated the effectiveness and consequences of the UK's intervention.
Some argue that the operation prevented mass atrocities, while others contend that it
contributed to long-term instability. The Royal United Services Institute (RUSI)
highlighted that the intervention, though militarily successful, lacked a clear political
end-state, leading to unintended consequences (RUSI, 2012).

UK's Role in the 2011 Libya Intervention

Libyan uprising begins as part of Arab

by ! 1 o
February 2011 Spring

UN Security Council adopts Resolution 1873

UK Parliament approves participation in
intervention

NATO takes command under Operation
Unified Protector

August 2011 ¢—  Fall of Tripoli

October 2011 ¢—  Death of Muammar Gaddafi
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The Aftermath of Intervention

In 2011, the UK participated in a NATO-led intervention in Libya, aiming to protect
civilians during the civil war. While the immediate objective was achieved, the long-
term consequences have been debated. Chatham House research indicates that the
intervention inadvertently fuelled conflict by disrupting migrant smuggling networks,
leading to increased violence (Chatham House, 2025). The instability that followed has
had lasting implications for regional security.

Estimated Cost (USS
million)

40.5
Cost
Uperational Munitions | otal Military Post-Conflict Calegorles
Costs Replacement Operations Stabilization Aid

Military and Stabilization Costs in Libya

Pre-intervention, Libya enjoyed high GDP per capita (~§12,000), as compared to low
GDP of $6,300 - $7,500 in (2024-2025), robust oil production (1.6—1.8 million bpd),
free universal education and healthcare with near-full enrolment and functional
infrastructure, while post-2011 saw GDP contract sharply before partial recovery to
~$46-50 billion nominal in 2025 with projected 13.3% growth driven by oil (World
Bank, 2025; Trading Economics, 2025). Democracy remains ¢lusive, with no national
elections since 2014, rival governments persisting amid militia dominance and fragile
ceasefire (United Nations, 2025). Oil production has rebounded to ~1.3—1.4 million bpd
in 2025, below pre-2011 peaks but supported by new discoveries (National Oil
Corporation, 2025).

Infrastructure, including hospitals and roads, suffered severe degradation from conflict
and events like the 2023 floods, with many facilities damaged or non-functional, though
reconstruction efforts target improvements (WHO, 2025). Education for children,
previously compulsory and free with high literacy, now faces disruptions from
displacement, teacher shortages, and poverty affecting access (UNICEF, 2025).
Marriage allowances, rumoured as generous grants under Gaddafi (though disputed),
continue post-2011 with government funds offering ~40,000 LYD to couples amid
economic hardship, sometimes incentivising early unions (Musawah, 2019). Overall,
many Libyans view the current situation as marked by insecurity, division, and
humanitarian needs despite oil-driven gains (Human Rights Watch, 2025).
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CHAPTER 22

A Leading Supporter of Ukraine

The UK's support for Ukraine has been
substantial, both militarily and
diplomatically. As of early 2023, the UK
had provided approximately £3.8 billion in
aid, including advanced weaponry and
training for Ukrainian forces (Hungarian
Conservative, 2023). British military
leaders played a crucial role in Ukraine's
2023 counteroffensive, offering strategic
advice and facilitating coordination with

A British soldier in multicam uniform, Union

! h ) Jack patch visible, gestures while briefing
allies (The Times, 2025). The UK's military ~ or instructing a Ukrainian counterpart

support to Ukraine has been substantial. As bearing the national flag and Tryzub
of early 2025, the UK has committed £7.8 emblem on their shoulder, amid outdoor

billion in military aid, with a pledge to  raining gear.

sustain £3 billion annually until at least 2030. This assistance includes the provision of
advanced weaponry such as Challenger 2 tanks, Storm Shadow long-range missiles,
and various air defence systems. Additionally, the UK has trained over 53,000
Ukrainian personnel under Operation Interfleet, enhancing Ukraine's military
capabilities.Beyond military aid, the UK has provided significant financial assistance
to bolster Ukraine's economy and infrastructure. In 2024, the UK contributed £2.26
billion to the G7's 'Extraordinary Revenue Acceleration' loans for Ukraine, aimed at
supporting Ukraine's defence capabilities. This financial support is crucial for
maintaining Ukraine's resilience amid ongoing conflict. British military leaders have
played a pivotal role in advising and supporting Ukraine's defence strategies. Notably,
during Ukraine's 2023 counteroffensive, UK military chiefs provided strategic advice,
facilitated coordination with allies, and contributed to operational planning through
coordination hubs like Wiesbaden.

Advocacy for Increased European Defence Spending

The Tony Blair Institute has emphasized the ~
need for increased European defence spending 3 P
to support Ukraine effectively. Their analysis o
suggests that an additional $40 billion per year | P"‘ :

just 0.2% of FEuropean NATO members' [ j‘: o
combined GDP could match Russia's war & %78
spending and potentially give Ukraine a oy ﬁ 2
battlefield advantage within 12-24 months. =%, =7 R
This highlights the importance of sustained support from European nations to ensure
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Ukraine's success. The UK has also undertaken significant diplomatic efforts to support
Ukraine. In January 2024, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak visited Kyiv to announce a £2.5
billion military aid package and signed a 10-year bilateral security agreement with
President Zelenskyy. Furthermore, in March 2025, Prime Minister Keir Starmer hosted
a summit in London where European leaders agreed to draft a Ukraine peace plan,
aiming to secure security guarantees for Kyiv.The UK's comprehensive support
encompassing military aid, strategic advisory, financial assistance, and diplomatic
initiatives underscores its commitment to Ukraine's sovereignty and regional stability.
As the conflict continues, sustained and coordinated efforts from the UK and its allies
remain crucial in supporting Ukraine's defence and reconstruction.

Aid Amount (billion USD)

Year

2022 2023 2024 2025

Annual Aid Allocation to Ukraine (2022-2025)

The United Kingdom's extensive commitment to Ukraine, including over £10.8 billion
in military aid since 2022 and sustained £3 billion annually into the 2030s (much
funded from central reserves), has drawn criticism for diverting resources from pressing
domestic crises amid economic constraints (GOV.UK, 2025; House of Commons
Library, 2025). Opponents contend it exacerbates opportunity costs at home, where
nearly 300,000 households face core homelessness (including 172,000 children in
temporary accommodation), councils spend £2.7 billion annually on often substandard
temporary housing, and rough sleeping in London rose 27% in 2024-2025 (Crisis UK,
2025; Crisis UK, 2025).

NHS waiting lists remain strained despite recent efforts, child poverty persists as a
driver of future insecurity, and the ongoing cost-of-living pressures fuelled partly by
war-related energy disruptions leave low-income families vulnerable, with many
spending beyond income on essentials (Guardian, 2025; GOV.UK, 2025). Critics
highlight that prioritising overseas military expenditure over domestic investment in
affordable housing, weclfarc, and public scrvices risks prolonging these criscs,
especially as public support for unlimited aid shows signs of waning amid economic
concerns, with over a third disagreeing that support should continue regardless of UK
impacts (BMG Research, 2025; Ipsos, 2025). Redirecting funds toward tackling
homelessness, poverty, and healthcare backlogs could yield greater immediate benefits
for UK citizens facing daily hardship.
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CHAPTER 23

Reflection on Strategic Missteps in Afghanistan

The UK's two-decade involvement in
Afghanistan has been scrutinized for
its strategic shortcomings. RUSI
critiques the UK's role as being
largely reactive, following US-led
strategies without a clear independent
plan (RUSI, 2021). The mission's
evolution from counterterrorism to

nation-building lacked coherence,
leading to challenges in achieving
long-term objectives. The withdrawal

= = % &
Three young Afghan children hold hands as

: ) they walk along a dusty village road lined with
in 2021 and the rapid resurgence of  mud-brick walls, passing a heavily armed U.S.

the Taliban have prompted calls for a soldier on patrol amid the haze of war.
re-evaluation of the UK's approach to

foreign interventions, emphasizing the need for clear objectives and exit strategies. The
United Kingdom's two-decade involvement in Afghanistan has been widely critiqued
for strategic missteps, particularly its reactive stance and lack of a coherent,
independent strategy. Analyses from think tanks like the Royal United Services Institute
(RUSI) and the House of Lords International Relations and Defence Committee
highlight these issues.RUSI criticises the UK's role in Afghanistan as largely reactive,
aligning closely with U.S.-led strategies without establishing a clear, independent plan.
This approach resulted in a mission that shifted from counterterrorism to nation-
building without coherent objectives, leading to challenges in achieving long-term
goals (RUSI, 2021).

The House of Lords International Relations and Defence Committee echo these
concerns, noting that the UK's engagement lacked strategic clarity and was
characterized by a series of ad hoc decisions rather than a cohesive plan. The committee
emphasizes the need for the UK to learn from these experiences to inform future foreign
interventions (House of Lords, 2021).

Withdrawal and the Taliban's Resurgence

The 2021 withdrawal of UK and allied forces, culminating in the rapid resurgence of
the Taliban, has been described as a strategic failure. RUSI highlights that the peace
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process and withdrawal were as strategy-free as the rest of the engagement, marked by
sweeping unilateral concessions and weak planning for continued support to Afghan
forces (RUSI, 2021).

This abrupt exit not only undermined two decades of military and developmental efforts
but also raised questions about the UK's commitment to its allies and the Afghan
people. The lack of a clear exit strategy and contingency planning contributed to the
chaotic evacuation and the subsequent humanitarian crisis.

The UK's experience in Afghanistan underscores the necessity for clear objectives,
coherent strategies, and well-defined exit plans in foreign interventions. Think tanks
advocate for a more integrated approach that combines military efforts with diplomatic
and developmental initiatives, ensuring that interventions are sustainable and aligned
with long-term goals (RUSI, 2021; House of Lords, 2021).

Amount (£ hillion)

A~

Expenditure

o Type
Miliaty Aid/Reconstruction
QOperaticns

The United Kingdom's involvement in Afghanistan since 2001 incurred substantial
financial costs, with critics arguing that much of the expenditure was wasted due to
corruption, ineffective state-building, and the ultimate collapse of the Afghan
government in 2021, diverting resources from pressing domestic needs amid ongoing
crises like NHS backlogs, homelessness, and poverty (Independent Commission for
Aid Impact, 2022; House of Commons Library, 2025). Military operations alone cost
approximately £22.2-22.9 billion (up to 2020-2022 figures), while development and
humanitarian aid totalled around £3.5 billion from 2001-2020, including hundreds of
millions channelled through Afghan institutions that entrenched corruption and funded
police brutality (Independent Commission for Aid Impact, 2022; House of Commons
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Library, 2025). A government watchdog found this aid failed to stabilise the country,
distorted politics, and contributed to widespread graft, with some programmes (e.g.,
police funding) overruled for continuation despite known abuses (Independent
Commission for Aid Impact, 2022). Internationally, the US spent over $148 billion on
reconstruction, wasting an estimated $26-29 billion on fraud, abuse, and failed projects
highlighting systemic issues mirrored in coalition efforts (Special Inspector General for
Afghanistan Reconstruction, 2025). Opponents contend these billions, often borrowed
and burdening future taxpayers, prioritised a flawed overseas intervention over UK
domestic investment in healthcare, housing, and welfare during economic hardship.
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CHAPTER 24

War in Iraq turns Blair into “Bliar” and WMD lies

The moniker "Bliar," attributed
to former UK Prime Minister
Tony Blair, encapsulates public
disillusionment over his
justification for the 2003 Iraq
War, particularly concerning
claims about Iraq's weapons of
mass destruction (WMD). The
2016  Chilcot Report, the

culmination of the Iraq Inquiry,

provides a comprehensive A British soldier in desert camouflage kneels alert with rifle
.. , .. ready beside a rough concrete block wall, while three young
critique of the UK's decision- local children peer curiously from the other side near a

making process 1eading up to the doorway, embodying the uneasy intersection of military
. presence and civilian life in Iraqg.
war.The Chilcot Report

concluded that the UK chose to join the invasion of Iraq before peaceful options for

disarmament had been exhausted. It found that the case for war was presented with a
certainty that was not justified by the available intelligence. Specifically, the report
highlighted that intelligence regarding Iraq's WMD capabilities was presented in a way
that did not adequately reflect the uncertainties and caveats inherent in the information.
This led to the public and Parliament being misled about the severity and immediacy
of the threat posed by Saddam Hussein's regime (Iraq Inquiry, 2016).Evidence from the
inquiry revealed that Blair had committed the UK to supporting the US-led invasion as
early as July 2002, stating in a memo to President George W. Bush, "I will be with you,
whatever." This commitment occurred months before the invasion and prior to the
completion of UN weapons inspections, suggesting that the decision to go to war was
made without fully exploring diplomatic avenues (Time, 2016). The report also
criticised the legal basis for the war, describing it as "far from satisfactory." Attorney
General Lord Goldsmith's legal advice shifted significantly in the lead-up to the
invasion, raising questions about the robustness of the legal justification for military
action. Furthermore, the UK's planning for post-invasion Iraq was deemed "wholly
inadequate,” failing to anticipate the complexities of stabilizing and reconstructing the
country after the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime (Iraq Inquiry, 2016).
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Think tanks have provided additional perspectives on Blair's actions. The Royal United
Services Institute (RUSI) noted that the UK's involvement in Iraq was characterized by
a lack of coherent strategy and an overreliance on US leadership, leading to a reactive
rather than proactive approach to the conflict (RUSI, 2016). Similarly, the Independent
Commission for Aid Impact (ICAI) highlighted that the UK's post-conflict
reconstruction efforts in Iraq were underfunded and poorly coordinated, undermining
long-term stability and development goals (ICAI, 2015).The Chilcot Report and
subsequent analyses by reputable think tanks have underscored significant failures in
the UK's approach to the Iraq War. These include the misrepresentation of intelligence,
premature commitment to military action, inadequate legal justification, and
insufficient post-war planning. The epithet "Bliar" reflects the enduring public
perception of betrayal and the demand for accountability in the wake of these
revelations.

Amount (billion USD)

A

4.62
0.378
Categor
Militar Development & Post-2021 = gory
5 Y Humanitarian Humanitarian
Operations Aid Aid

Allocation of Funds by Category in Iraq

Before 2003, Iraq maintained relative internal security, functional state services
(including free education and healthcare), and national infrastructure, with oil
production supporting a cohesive state. The invasion triggered immediate chaos:
thousands of civilian deaths from airstrikes alone in the opening weeks, followed by
state collapse, looting, and sectarian civil war that killed hundreds of thousands
(estimates range from 186,000-210,000 documented violent civilian deaths by Iraq
Body Count to over 600,000 excess deaths including violence per Lancet studies). This
devastation paved the way for the rise of ISIS in 2014, leading to further atrocities,
territorial loss, and destruction in cities like Mosul.

Millions became refugees or internally displaced, fracturing society and economy.
Although oil production has recovered to ~4 million bpd, driving nominal GDP growth,

benefits are squandered by rampant corruption, militia influence, and political deadlock
issues persisting into 2025 with ongoing impunity, shrinking civic space, and flawed
governance (Human Rights Watch, 2025). Many Iraqis, including youth who never
lived under Saddam, express nostalgia for pre-2003 stability, security, and national
pride, viewing the current hybrid regime as worse due to endless division, poverty, and
foreign interference.
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CHAPTER 25

UK's Intervention in the Syrian Civil War

The United Kingdom's involvement in the
Syrian civil war, which erupted in March
2011 as pro-democracy protests President
Bashar al-Assad’s regime, has primarily
focused on humanitarian aid, diplomatic
pressure, and targeted military actions
against jihadist groups rather than direct
regime change efforts. While the UK
provided non-lethal support to moderate

rebels and conducted airstrikes against the

. . . Ahaunting aftermath of defeat: U.S. or coalition troops
ISlamlc State (lSIS/Daesh), it refralned in full gear stand watch over hundreds of displaced
women and children many believed to be families of
ISIS fighters seated exhausted on barren desert

Assad fOHOWiIlg a pivotal 2013 ground after fleeing the collapsing caliphate in eastern

from broader military intervention against
Syria, circa 2019.

parliamentary vote. By late 2024, the war's

main phase ended with the fall of the Assad regime in December amid a rapid

opposition offensive, shifting UK priorities toward post-conflict stabilization, sanction

relief, and support for a political transition as of October 2025.

Historical Interventions (2011-2024)

From the war's outset, the UK condemned Assad's brutal crackdown on protesters,
which escalated into a full-scale civil war involving multiple factions, foreign powers,
and over 500,000 deaths. Prime Minister David Cameron's government called for
Assad's removal and provided £412 million in humanitarian aid by 2013, alongside
non-lethal assistance like communications equipment to vetted opposition groups. A
proposed military response to Assad's chemical weapons uses in Ghouta (August 2013)
was blocked by Parliament on August 29, 2013, in a vote of 285-272, marking a
cautious shift in UK policy and influencing U.S. restraint. This decision limited direct
intervention, though the UK joined international sanctions and supported UN
resolutions.

Military engagement intensified against ISIS after its 2014 declaration of a caliphate
spanning Syria and Iraq. In September 2014, Parliament authorized RAF airstrikes in
Iraq, extending to Syria in December 2015 following another vote. Over 1,900 UK
sorties targeted ISIS positions until March 2019, when the group lost its last territorial
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hold in Baghouz. The UK also trained up to 300 Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)
fighters annually and contributed to the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS. Humanitarian
aid escalated, reaching £2.81 billion by 2025, funding UN agencies, NGOs, and refugee
support in neighbouring countries like Jordan and Lebanon. Diplomatically, the UK
backed Geneva peace talks and the 2018 Astana process, while criticizing Russian and
Iranian backing of Assad.

Table 18: UK intervention in Civil War

Key UK Actions Date Description

Humanitarian Aid 2011- Over £2.81 billion total, including food, medical

Pledge 2024 supplies, and shelter for 13.8 million Syrians in

need.

Parliamentary Vote | Aug29, Rejected military action post-Ghouta chemical

Against Strikes 2013 attack; influenced global response.

Airstrikes Dec 2, RATF operations against ISIS in Syria; ~1,900

Authorisation 2015 missions until 2019.

Support to Rebels 2012— £100+ million in non-lethal aid to Free Syrian
2017 Army; ended after concerns over arms diversion.

Anti-ISIS Coalition | 2014— Training, intelligence sharing, and special forces
2019 ops (e.g., 2018 Raqqa battle).

Current Scenario (as of October 2025)

The Assad regime's collapse in December 2024, driven by a Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS)-led offensive, ended 13 years of war but ushered in instability, with interim
authorities like the Syrian Salvation Government struggling amid factional clashes. The
UK has welcomed this shift, with Foreign Secretary David Lammy stating in January
2025 that it offers a "historic opportunity" for Syrians, while urging inclusive
governance and HTS's transformation from a jihadist group. In April 2025, the UK
lifted sanctions on several Syrian agencies, including the Ministries of Interior and
defence, as part of progressive easing alongside the EU and U.S., though restrictions
on military goods, chemicals, and human rights abusers remain. For 2025, the UK
pledged up to £160 million in aid for Syria and neighbours, focusing on reconstruction,
demining, and refugee returns.

Ongoing challenges include SNA-SDF conflicts in northern Syria, with at least 423
deaths reported since Assad's fall, and humanitarian needs for 16.7 million people. The

UN Security Council held its October 2025 monthly briefing on political and
humanitarian developments, where the UK pushed for accountability on war crimes
and a transitional roadmap. No active UK military presence exists post-2019, but
intelligence support continues via the anti-ISIS coalition. Critics, including some
Labour MPs, argue for faster sanction relief to bolster the economy, while others
caution against HTS's al-Qaeda links. Overall, UK's approach emphasizes diplomacy
and aid over intervention, aiming for a stable, rights-respecting Syria.

158



BIG SOCIETY OR BROKEN SOCIETY Does the ‘First World’ Label Still Fit?

CHAPTER 26

Is the UK Still a First World Country? A Case for Decline

While the UK continues to be formally classified as a high-income country, significant

social, economic, and infrastructural challenges suggest that it no longer meets the
modern expectations of a “first world” nation. These include rising inequality,
deteriorating public services, economic instability, and loss of geopolitical influence.

A diverse group of young people in punk-inspired attire complete with backpacks, bicycles, plaid bags, and
a makeshift red blanket shelter gather on a city sidewalk against a graffiti-covered living street life and
homelessness.

1. Public Services in Decline

The collapse in key public services, particularly the National Health Service (NHS),
challenges the UK’s claim to first-world standards. In 2023, over 7.7 million people
were on NHS waiting lists in England the highest since records began (Nuffield Trust,
2024). The system has been crippled by chronic underfunding, staff shortages, and
delayed access to treatment. Education has seen similar issues: the Department for
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Education in 2023 confirmed that more than 100 school buildings were at risk of
collapse due to the use of crumbling RAAC concrete (DfE, 2023).

2. Rising Inequality and Poverty

The UK has one of the highest levels of income inequality in Western Europe.
According to the OECD (2023), the UK's Gini coefficient a measure of income
inequality remains among the highest in the developed world. Moreover, 14.4 million
people live in poverty, including 4.2 million children (Joseph Rowntree Foundation,
2024). The increasing reliance on food banks with over 3 million parcels distributed by
the Trussell Trust in 2023 alone is more reminiscent of a developing economy than a
leading nation (Trussell Trust, 2024).

3. Cost of Living and Economic Stagnation

The UK has experienced one of the worst cost-of-living crises in the developed world.
Real wages have declined, energy prices have surged, and inflation peaked at over 11%
in 2022 (ONS, 2023). While other G7 nations have begun economic recovery, the UK’s
post-Brexit economic contraction, labour shortages, and sluggish productivity point to
long-term structural decline (LSE, 2023). According to the IMF (2024), the UK is
projected to be the slowest-growing economy in the G7 over the next five years.

4. Declining Global Influence

The UK’s geopolitical standing has significantly diminished. Brexit has severed its
influence in EU policymaking and weakened its trade relations. While it remains in
global alliances like NATO and the G7, the UK no longer wields the diplomatic
leverage it once had as a gateway between Europe and the US (Chatham House, 2023).
Soft power, once a key UK asset, has also been eroded by scandals, internal instability,
and perceptions of decline (British Council, 2023).

In terms of infrastructure, social welfare, and economic trajectory, the UK increasingly
falls short of the functional benchmarks expected of a modern “first world” country.
While nominally still wealthy and institutionally democratic, its inequality, service
collapse, and global marginalisation signal a significant departure from the elite class
of developed nations.
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Conclusion

Britain is broken. Not in the hyperbolic, throw-away sense that politicians sometimes
deploy to score cheap points, but in the cold, measurable, cumulative way that a
structure fails when too many load-bearing beams have rotted. David Cameron’s 2008
diagnosis. “We live in a broken society” was meant as a campaign slogan, a moral
wake-up call that would justify his Big Society vision. Seventeen years later, the
evidence is overwhelming: he was right about the fracture, catastrophically wrong
about the remedy. The Britain of 2025 is a country where the institutions that once
defined first-world status universal healthcare delivered promptly, a functioning safety
net, social cohesion across classes and regions, genuine accountability at the top, and a
foreign policy that commands respect rather than pity have all degraded to the point of
near-collapse.

Look at the ledger. The National Health Service, once the envy of the world, now keeps
more than seven million people on waiting lists while crumbling school buildings made
of acrated concrete are hastily closed for fear they will fall on children’s heads. Real
wages have stagnated or fallen for longer than at any time since the Napoleonic Wars.
Child poverty stands at levels not seen since the 1930s, and the Trussell Trust
distributed over three million emergency food parcels in a single year in one of the
richest countries on earth. Inequality, measured by the Gini coefficient, is among the
worst in Western Europe. The young inherit a housing market that locks them out,
student debt that will pursue most of them for decades, and a climate crisis that older
generations accelerated while stripping away the fiscal headroom to fix it. These are
not temporary blips; they are structural failures decades in the making.

Leadership has repeatedly chosen short-term optics over long-term repair. Austerity,
sold as unavoidable medicine after 2008, was neither necessary nor evenly applied; it
deliberately shredded local government, youth services, social care, and the criminal-
justice infrastructure that might have prevented the knife-crime epidemics Cameron
himself lamented. The Big Society never materialised because volunteers and charities
cannot replace a functioning state. Instead, food banks became the emblematic
institution of 21st-century Britain a moral indictment dressed up as community spirit.

Brexit, the defining act of the last decade, was presented as “taking back control.”
Instead, it delivered self-harm on an historic scale: a smaller economy, reduced trade,
labour shortages in exactly the low-wage sectors that Leave voters were told would be
liberated, and a permanent diminution of Britain’s voice in European and therefore
global affairs. A populist and fabricated claim made by Boris Johnson and Nigel Farage
of £350 million a week i.e. (£350 million x 52 weeks = £18.2 billion per year) for the
NHS, an attempt to fool the nation. Another frivolous claim that Brexit will lead to
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frictionless trade, a sunlit upland of sovereignty dissolved on contact with reality, yet
the political class that sold them has largely escaped accountability. Boris Johnson’s
betrayal of David Cameron was only the most theatrical episode in a longer story of
ambition untethered from competence or consequence.

Corruption, once thought alien to British public life, is now routine. Prime ministers
and their inner circles flout the rules they set for everyone else; Partygate, freebie-gate,
VIP lanes for pandemic contracts and suffer little more than a momentary dip in the
polls. The expenses scandal, the Iraq lies, the PPE scandal, the revolving door between
ministerial office and lucrative directorships: each erodes the contract between
governed and government a little further. Keir Starmer, elected on a promise of ethical
renewal, is swiftly embroiled in gifts-of-clothes-and-tickets controversies, the message
is unmistakable: the rot reaches every corner of the palace of Westminster. To some
these freebies given by Lord Ali are being considered as bribes for the accusation of
membership of the House of lords, hence changes are introduced in the making of any
Lord.

Abroad, the picture is no more reassuring. A country that once ran a quarter of the planet
now struggles to project power or moral authority. Interventions in Libya, Iraq,
Afghanistan and Syria ended in chaos or humiliation, each time with inadequate
planning and no credible theory of what victory would look like because of no exit
strategy. Billions spent, thousands of lives lost (British, allied, and above all local), and
the net result is a Middle East more unstable than before and a Britain that tags along
behind Washington, unable to say no and incapable of shaping outcomes. Britain’s
military and financial support for Ukraine, the gesture feels almost quixotic, a last
flicker of seriousness, leaving 20% of Ukraine’s territory in the hands of Russia.

The imperial hangover lingers in subtler ways too. A nation that grew rich on extraction
and exploitation has never fully reckoned with that past, preferring selective nostalgia
(“the workshop of the world,” “standing alone in 1940”) to honest accountability.
Multicultural Britain is one of the genuine successes of the post-war era, yet too often
it is treated as a problem to be managed rather than the natural endpoint of an imperial

story.

None of this is inevitable. Other rich democracies have faced crises and chosen different
paths. Universal healthcare still functions promptly in France and Germany. Nordic
countries combine high taxes with high trust and low inequality. Even the United States,
for all its disfunction, has not allowed its core infrastructure to decay to British levels.
The difference is political will, institutional memory, and a refusal to treat the state as
the enemy of the people who fund it.
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So, is Britain still a first-world country? On paper GDP per capita, membership of the
G7, a permanent seat on the UN Security Council yes. In the lived reality of millions
of its citizens the pensioner choosing between heating and eating, the cancer patient
waiting a year for treatment, the graduate who will never own a home the answer is
increasingly n o. A first-world country does not normalise food banks. It does not leave
its essential public services in a state of managed decline. It does not watch its young
flee abroad in numbers not seen since the brain drain of the 1960s while politicians
compete to sound toughest on the very immigration that now keeps hospitals and care
homes staffed.

The Britain of 2025 is not the failed state of tabloid nightmares, but it is a country that
has forgotten how to maintain the basic bargain of advanced civilisation: that each
generation leaves the next one better off, that public services are a mark of decency
rather than a burden, that power must be accountable, and that national pride should be
earned through present competence rather than past glories.

Cameron asked whether we were prepared to fix a broken society. The answer,
delivered by successive governments of every stripe, has been a resounding no. The
cracks he identified have become chasms. Unless Britain finds the collective will for
radical repair honest taxation, serious investment, genuine accountability, and a foreign
policy rooted in realism rather than fantasy the question will soon no longer be whether
we live in a broken society, but whether we still deserve to call ourselves a serious
country at all.

The evidence is in. The verdict is clear. Britain is broken and, so far, no one in power
has shown the courage or imagination to put it back together.
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Author’s National and International
Engagements

A well-known English saying is:

"A picture is worth a thousand words"

This highlights that a single picture can
convey countless meaning. The author’s
presentation on national and international
platforms, advocacy for Pakistan and the
Islamic world, and efforts for global peace are
all captured through well-curated images.
These visuals are thoughtfully designed to
help readers easily grasp the purpose and
essence of this book.
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Speaking to Prince Charles during a gathering for The Queen’s
Birthday Party at Buckingham Palace. 2014

Greeted by Bill Clinton, Former President of the United States of
America, at the Entrepreneurs Conference. 2012



Meeting with Princess Badiya bint Hassan of Jordan at St James’ Palace at an
event for Mosaic.

-
Discussing with former Home Secretary and then Prime Minister
Theresa May MP on the need for British BAME women to be

empowered for an effective contribution to the economy.



The author at the President House with Mr. Arif Alvi,
the President of Pakistan and the Rector of NUST, Lt. Gen. Retd.
Javed Mahmood Bukhari. (December 20, 2022)

Professor Dr. Ishtiag Ahmad Gondal and

Dr. Imran Mirza are also Present.
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Discussing bilateral relation and educational development between

UK and Pakistan with Syed Yusuf Raza Gillani,
Prime Minister of Pakistan.2010.

Presenting my recent book on the establishment of world peace to Prime
Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani of Pakistan.



Advising Imran Khan on his policies and the way forward for his
party Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) on the occasion of his first
Fund-raising Gala Dinner in London. 2011.

The author at the office of the Chairman Senate, Mr. Sadiq Sanjrani
Discussing UK-Pakistan Relationship.(2022)



With CEO of Afghanistan Dr. Abdullah Abdullah after track II
dialogue proceedings for Pakistan and Afghanistan in Kabul. 2017
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With Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott at Chelsea Football Club

London following a conference on strengthening trade tied with Pakistan




Greeted by Former President of Pakistan General Retd. Pervez Musharraf
at his home in Edgeware to discuss bilateral relations and security
cooperation between Pakistan and the UK.

With Former President of Sri Lanka Chandrika Kamaratunga
during an lecture at Kings College London. 2012 ‘



Speaking on cross country cooperation of Muslim Nations with
President Mohammed Nasheed of Maldives at the Royal and
Commonwealth Society.2012

With Former President of Sudan Field Marshal Abdel Rahman Suwar
al-Dahab after discussing the Sudan civil war in London. 2012
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COMPANY

AFFILIATION

Speaking at the launch of the International Commercial Law master degree
programme alongside Lord Tarig Ahmad, an active Ahmadi and anchor at
Ahmadi TV channel MTA, and Sadiq Khan MP.

Welcomed by Chief of Army Staff General Sir Peter Wall at the Day of
Cricket Fundraiser in London.
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Presenting a memento to the Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem Suheil Dawani
during an interfaith dialogue with him at his residence in Jerusalem, Palestine as
part of the “Sharing Perspectives: Muslims and Christians in the Holy Land”
alongside Bishop Richard Cheetham, Umar and Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra.

Chairing the Future of Pakistan Conference at Portcullis House. Fellow speakers
include: General Retd. Syed Athar Ali, Mayor of London Sadiq Khan, Prof.
Stephen Cohen, Minister for Overseas Pakistanis Dr. Farooq Sattar, Prof. Anatol
Lieven, Lord Qurban Hussain, Professor Robin Brooke-Smith, Bishop Alexander
Malik and more.
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